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Remember that this Bi-Monthly Newsletter goes to press the 15th of February, April, June, August, October, and December.  Our News magazine has lots of useful 
information, including upcoming Car Shows and Cruise-ins, Club contact information and technical articles. From time to time information becomes outdated. If you 
see an error, please let us know 
 

Our purpose is to inform our membership about, club meetings, club activities, Classic Car events and articles of interest to Ford Thunderbird owners.  Articles may be 
reproduced with the permission of the author.  The views and opinions expressed in Thunderbird News are those of the named author and do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions of the Editor, The Board of Directors of the Classic Thunderbird Club of South Florida or those of the membership. 
 

Editor’s Message 
 
Cheers Club Members - Season’s Greetings! 
 
Unbelievable, but another year in done and done! 2023, our 25th year was a good one with several Outings and Events. 
The Redland Rally followed by a get-together at Oscar and Marcia’s Redlands Ranchette, a Sunday Brunch at Bob and 
Natalie’s, Thunderbird Appreciation Day Celebration at the 94th Aero Squadron, the 4th of July Picnic, Lake Mirror Car 
Show, and the fabulous Holiday Party at the Tropical Acres in Ft. Lauderdale. 
 
This year was also witness to the 1st ever Thunderbird Reunion sponsored by 
the International Thunderbird Club,  Bart and Vera Bartasavich, co-
chairpersons,  bringing the 4 big International Thunderbird Clubs members 
together in Dearborn Michigan for a week of Thunderbird fun culminating in 
an All Thunderbird show on the grounds of Ford Headquarters. Included in 
this issue is a recap of the events Arlene and I attended. 
 
So, 2024 will be a big one for our Club with along with our traditional events, a 4-night May Cruise to Nassau in the 
Bahamas is planed!  Plus the Redlands Riot Road Rally Jan 20th, the Redlands Rodeo Jan 27th and at Tropical Acres March 
13th the Ed Sullivan Variety Show. Oscar has even managed to bring old Ed back from the dead for this. Man, do we have 
a great Club Events Director or what?!  
 
Arlene and I (Connor too) wish everyone our best for the Holidays and a 
Happy New Year, 
Cheers!  
 
Don’t forget to support the advertisers that support us!  
Happy Birding, 

Ed Raabe 
 
 
 
   

Newsletter Advertising 
Annual Rates 
 
 ALL ARE FULL COLOR! 

Full Page - $ 600.00  
1/2 Page - $ 375.00   
1/4 Page - $ 220.00      
Card size - $   95.00 [Non-Members] 
Card size - $   50.00 [Club members] 

Editor’s Corner 
Classic Thunderbird Club of South Florida 

CTCI Chapter #114 

ITC South East District Chapter 
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20925 SW 238th Street  

Homestead, FL 33031-1053 
Phone: 305-467-8196 

   

emails@thunderbirdclubsouthflorida.com  
www.TBirdFL.com 

www.facebook.com/ThunderbirdClubSouthFLorida 
www.instagram.com/tbirdflorida  

 
CTCI Chapter #114 

ITC South East District Chapter 
 

FOUNDED 1998 BY 

 
 

FELIPE COS 
October 15, 1936 – January 11, 2015 

 
 

PAST PRESIDENTS 
Felipe Cos - 1998 - 1999 

Ken Lemming - 2000 
Felix Hernandez - 2001 

Norm Gabe - 2002 
Andre Fournier – 2003 -2004 

Connie Danluck - 2005 

Ed Brown - 2006-2007 
Connie Danluck - 2008 

Ed Brown - 2009 
Daisy Hernandez - 2010-2011 

Peter Klein - 2012-2013 
Ed Raabe - 2014-2015 

Oscar Castro - 2016-2017 
Paul Werner - 2018-2019 

Richard Manso – 2020-2022 
 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS & OFFICERS 
 

PRESIDENT 
Jeff Luxenberg 

 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Leo Saladino 

SECRETARY 
Gail Corenblum 

 

TREASURER 
Oscar Castro 

 

IMMEDIATE PAST 

PRESIDENT 
Paul Werner 

 
INTERNET DIRECTOR 

Oscar Castro 
 

DIRECTORS AT LARGE 

Stuart Corenblum 
Richard Manso 

Ely Barry 
Marcia Castro 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR & DIRECTOR 
Ed Raabe 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR & DIRECTOR EMERITUS 
Felipe Cos 
Ed Raabe 

Ricardo Lara Aguilar 
 

EVENTS & PROMOTIONS DIRECTOR 
Oscar Castro 

[Help Wanted - Apply Within] 
 

MUSICAL & AUDIO VISUAL DIRECTOR 
Elvis Padron 

 

ABOUT THE CLUB 

We are a social group of dedicated individuals with interest in 
ownership and enjoyment of Ford Thunderbird cars and of all 
Antique Automobiles. We meet each month for dinner, car 
shows and activities with our membership from West Palm 
Beach to the Florida Keys. Our club is family oriented in its 
activities and sponsors a scholarship fund for McPherson College 
(The only accredited university in the United States with a major 
in Automobile Restoration). Our aim is to bring together owners 
and non-owners of the Thunderbird in a social activity to 
encourage and promote the admiration, care and maintenance 
of the "Classic Thunderbirds"; and Antique Cars in general. We 
hope to provide an outlet for people to discover the uniqueness 
of the features and styling of the Ford Thunderbirds and 
exchange knowledge with each other about them and other 
Antique Automobiles. 
 

CLUB 

    
 
We encourage participation on our Facebook page and Instagram pages. Send 
Posts about everything Thunderbird related, and we will enjoy other “car stuff 
too, like Museum Visits, Car shows and Cruise ins you attend. And other stuff you 
think we T-Bird lovers would like. Just keep it as clean as your T-Bird on “Detail 
Day”!  

  

mailto:emails@thunderbirdclubsouthflorida.com
http://www.tbirdfl.com/
http://www.facebook.com/ThunderbirdClubSouthFLorida
http://www.instagram.com/tbirdflorida
http://www.thunderbirdclubsouthflorida.com/McPherson-College.htm
http://www.tbirdfl.com/TBIRD/Schedule.htm
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CLASSIC THUNDERBIRD CLUB OF SOUTH FLORIDA MEMBERSHIP 
 

All you need to join the Club is a Love of the Thunderbird or Antique Cars 
No need to own a T-Bird or even an Antique Car to apply for membership! 

 

MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES 
Free Bi-Monthly Newsletter 

Free Gratuities at our Monthly Dinner Meetings 
Free or Subsidized Activities 

Access to the vast car-related knowledge base amongst our members 
A whole bunch of other stuff 

And one more thing, all the Fun and Fellowship you can handle! 

 

PARTIAL SAMPLING OF SOME OF OUR CLUB ACTIVITIES 
ALL OF OUR ACTIVITIES ARE EITHER FREE OR SUBSIDIZED BY THE CLUB FOR THE MEMBERS 

Annual Paella Dinner 
Annual Club OPEN Car Show 

Monthly Membership Dinner Meetings 
Bi-Monthly “Thunderbird News” Newsletter 

Yearly July 4th BBQ Picnic 
Yearly Sunday Brunch 

Road Trips 
Annual Holiday Party 

 
 

Annual Dues $50 
http://www.tbirdfl.com/TBIRD/Membership.htm 

TO BECOME A MEMBER 
 

MONTHLY CLUB MEETINGS 

 
 

  

http://www.tbirdfl.com/TBIRD/Membership.htm
http://www.tbirdfl.com/Club-Meetings.htm
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Classic Thunderbird Club International 
CTCI 

 
We encourage New Club Members to join CTCI (www.ctci.org) as soon as possible 
and Current Members, to keep your CTCI membership up to date. 

 
Felipe Cos founded our CTCI Chapter, #114 for South Florida in November 1998. 
Since then our club has hosted a CTCI International Convention in 2004 and grown to 
include over 50-member families. 
 
Look at the benefits of membership. A lot of members have saved a lot of time and 

money by visiting Gil’s Garage, hosted by Gil Baumgartner CTCI Authenticity Chairman and ‘Thunderbird Guru’.  The Early Bird Club 
magazine is full of great articles and Club stories!  
 
 

MEMBERSHIP 

Membership in CTCI is composed of people from all walks of life who are interested in the design and artistic merits of the Classic 
1955, 1956 and 1957 Ford Thunderbird. Unlike ordinary pieces of art, automobiles are also functional and ownership can bring 
personal satisfaction over a broad spectrum of experiences. 
 
Whether you purchased the car to restore, show or just to drive, the camaraderie of association with other people with the same 
interests is a great experience. CTCI can assist our members derive greater satisfaction from the cars within their particular area of 
interest. 
 
Ford called the T-Bird “The personal” car and it really is, because there are many ways to enjoy it aside from just looking at it. Very 
careful and critical “looking at it” is called a “Concours” (car show) and some of our members enjoy that part of it. Others enjoy the 
“restoration” process, making a beautiful car out of a derelict. Still others enjoy operating and maintaining the car so that they can 
safely use the car on tours and other social outings. Some of our members are interested in “Resto-rods”. This is a car that looks 
completely “Stock” on the outside but has a completely modern drive train installed. 
 
To others, they enjoy the look and feel of a truly unique car of the 50’s. CTCI is an organization that has grown because of the 
interest in the cars—and the friendships that develop keep bringing our members together. Whatever your personal interest in 

MEMBERSHIP Thunderbirds is, CTCI is here to help you realize that goal.  Click to Become a Member Today! 

 

 
 

 

http://www.ctci.org/
https://www.ctci.org/membership/
https://www.ctci.org/membership/
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International Thunderbird Club 
ITC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Classic Thunderbird Club of South Florida is a 
Chapter Member of the Classic Thunderbird Club 
International (CTCI) and of the International 
Thunderbird Club (ITC). 
 
We are proud to be associated with these two fine 
organizations!  Between them, they provide a vast 
selection of resources to help you with your early birds 
and all the ones after! 
 

Plan to attend one of their Annual Conventions! 
 

New Members, please join these Great Clubs! 

 
 
 
 

 
  

 

ITC The International 
Thunderbird Club 

 
The International Thunderbird Club (ITC) 

is open to all 1955 to 2005 Thunderbird owners and enthusiasts along 
with other T-Bird club organizations. Numerous ITC members, including 
me, belong to CTCI and VTCI.    
 
ITC encourages all clubs to join the other clubs to help support the 
Thunderbird, share ideas, T-Birds, and technical advice. ITC has one of the 
largest Thunderbird Facebook pages in the world with over 4,400 T-Bird 
Facebook members posting daily from around the world.  
 
Numerous CTCI and VTCI chapters have joined ITC.  Last year the ITC/VTCI 
chapter, Hoosier Vintage Thunderbird Club, hosted the ITC chapter. This 
year the convention will be hosted by ITC/CTCI chapter Buffalo 
Thunderbird Club. ITC/CTCI chapter Pitt Birds Thunderbird Club has stated 
that they are happy with the support ITC’s provides them. ITC/VTCI Water 
Wonderland Thunderbird Club from Michigan has stated they are also 
pleased with ITC’s support and never have received support from VTCI. 
 
ITC is very proud of the number of clubs that have joined ITC.  Recently 
three new chapters have joined ITC La Louisiane Thunderbird Club, 
Louisiana; Classic Thunderbird Club of Central Ohio; and Central Alabama 
Thunderbird Club with a few more chapters being they have organized.  
 
The benefit of becoming an ITC chapter is the additional exposure to the 
T-Bird world. Chapters have stated, grown as a result of their ITC 
relationship. ITC promotes its chapters by listing their major events in the 
ITC Script magazine and on the ITC website. ITC also promotes chapters 
events and members on ITC Facebook. ITC has Technical Advisors for all T-
Birds, Marvin Hill, Hill Automotive, is one of the technical advisors for the 
1955-57 T-Bird. Steven Legal is Technical Advisor for the 20-05 Retro Birds.  
  
ITC is sponsored by most of the Thunderbird vendors including 
Thunderbird Specialists for 2002-05 Retro-birds. 
 
There is no charge to become an ITC chapter. Three ITC members are 
required for approval with a total of six by the end of the year. If you are 
not satisfied with being an ITC chapter, you can simply request to end the 
chapter relationship. 
 
As president of the International Thunderbird Club, I encourage some of 
your members to join ITC and become an ITC chapter. Feel free to email or 
call me anytime if you have any questions. 
 
Gerard (Bart) Bartasavich President 
International Thunderbird Club 
P O Box 24041 
Pepper Pike, OH  44124 
 (216) 375-2808 
gebart@ameritech.net 
www.intl-thunderbirdclub.com 

 

https://www.intl-thunderbirdclub.com/member-benefits/
mailto:gebart@ameritech.net
http://www.intl-thunderbirdclub.com/
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MEMBERS - PLEASE SUBMIT 
YOUR PERSONAL PHOTOS COVERING ANY SUBJECT 

FOR INCLUSION ON THE NEXT NEWSLETTER 

MEMBERS - PLEASE SUBMIT - YOUR PERSONAL PHOTOS COVERING ANY SUBJECT - FOR INCLUSION ON THE NEXT NEWSLETTER 
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http://www.larrystbird.com
http://www.wilsontbird.com
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http://www.tbirdfl.com/images/HavaNagila.mp4
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http://thewheelsmith.net/
http://www.classictbird.com
https://primetuneauto.com/
mailto:tulobird@aol.com
http://www.hillsresto.com
mailto:djelvisevents@gmail.com?subject=Contact Form for DJ Elvis
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By Oscar & Marcia Castro 
 

Back in 2017, we move to rural Miami-Dade County, the Redlands 
Farming Area.  We “downsized” from a 3 bedroom 2 baths to a 4 
bedrooms 3 baths with slightly more land!  In case you are 
wondering why so much room, well, during most of the weekends all 
bedrooms are occupied; Daughter #1, Granddaughter #1, 
Granddaughter #2, friends, and the ever pleasant yearly visits from 
Son #1 with daughter in law, 5 kids, two of them, with their wives!  

And, of course, Daughter #1 with her two daughters, who somehow manage to 
move in while they are here!  [We need a bigger house!]  The included photos 
have individual comments and they are 99.9 % from our property and the neighbor next door.  Oh, I 
failed to mention, his animals are really confused, a bunch of them think they live here and they take 
full advantage of a hole in the wall to come visit us every day!  There is also a large garage on the 
property, that is where Son #2 keeps his classic cars, but that is a story for another edition.  
Meanwhile, we keep busy with the chickens, the orchard, and the vegetable garden, Oh, and the 
occasional visitor that comes over for a handout! 

 

     
 

     
 

     
 
 

Working on Pirate costume, 
Parrots too expensive, so 
chicken is filling in! 

Baby Chicks Fresh Eggs 

We want to go for a ride! 

WHO Came First? 
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First in the Car, now in the 
Cart! 

If you won’t take us for a ride, 
can we at least come in the 
house? 

   Future        Chickens! 
Gio Guarding 
the Flock Breakfast! 
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Rabbits Came to Visit! 

Pidgeon 
 

Get him out of my bed! 

Blue Jays 
 

Psst… Can I hide out here 
with you until after 

Thanksgiving? 
 

Too crowded with all the 
goats, think I’ll hide out at 

the Castro’s instead! 
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Feeding Time! 
 

Not Mine! 
 

Excuse me Miss, is this 
the way to the track? 

 

Hope Marcia doesn’t 
catch me nibbling on her 

Rosemary plants! 
 

Hope Marcia doesn’t 
catch me nibbling on her 

Roses! 
 

Hope Marcia doesn’t 
catch me nibbling on her 

Banana plants! 
 

Hey fellas, how’s the 
food situation on the 

other side? 
 

Pretty Good 
I would say! 
Come on 
over! 

We 
Agree! 

Where’s Waldo? 
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PAPAYA

 
 

HONEY 

HONEY

 
 

HONEY 

LEMONS

 
 

HONEY 

MANGOES

 
 

HONEY 

LIMES

 
 

HONEY 

PLANTAIN

 
 

HONEY 

BANANAS 

HAWAIIAN 
PLANTAIN 

HAWAIIAN 
BANANAS

 

 
HAWAIIAN 

PLANTAIN 

MANGOES

 
 

HONEY 

BABY 
BANANAS 

MANZANO 
BANANAS

 

 
HAWAIIAN 

PLANTAIN 
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POTATOES GUAVA

A 

 
POTATOES 

STRAWBERRIES 

PINEAPPLES 

SUGAR CANE 
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WATERMELLON 

CORN 

SWEET POTATO 

YUCCA (CASSAVA) 
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[SUPPLEMENTED BY A FEW STORE-BOUGHT ITEMS] 
 

     
 

     
 

       
 

   
 

  

AVOCADO TOAST 
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     Where’s Waldo? Looks Big? 

LOOKS EVEN BIGGER 
IN COMPARISON 
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Chill on the Porch 
Swing MAKE S’MORES 

Take 
Selfies 

Make Real Big 
Gingerbread 

Houses 
GO TO THE NEIGHBORS 
FOR A TRACTOR RIDE 

BBQ!! 
Store Bought Picanha 
No farm critters were 
harmed in the making 

of this cookout! 
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http://www.premieraerospace.com/
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By Ed Raabe – Tampa, FL – ed.raabe@gmail.com 
 
This story is about how ALL the 
International Thunderbird Clubs on 
the planet came together for a 
“United Nations of Thunderbird” at 
the Thunderbird Reunion in 
Dearborn Michigan USA, August 22-
26th 2023. The brainchild of the 
prolific President of ITC, The 
International Thunderbird Club, 
Bart Bartasavich, this gathering of 
all the Thunderbird Clubs at the 
Ford World Headquarters has been 
years in the making. After retiring 
from the ITC Presidents position, he 
held for 8 years in 2019 and 
achieving a Club Facebook 
membership of over 8,000 
members from an original 50, Bart 
began working on a Thunderbird Reunion for ALL Thunderbird owners world-wide. Originally it was planned for 2020 with AFN, All 
Ford Nationals, but as things worked out the Covid Pandemic had other plans for his dream. Not to be deterred, with years of 
planning and organizing, and his wife Vera by his side, in the Fall of 2022 Bart was again putting out feelers to the ITC Membership 
for a Thunderbird Reunion in 2023. The Local ITC Clubs, Water Wonderland Thunderbird Club and American Open Road Thunderbird 
Club jumped at the chance to sponsor the Reunion and a date was set! Now the hard work began, putting out the word to all the 
Thunderbird Clubs and their membership about this GOAT Thunderbird gathering. The Clubs invited included members of CTCI-
Classic Thunderbird Club International, Brian Carron President. VTCI-Vintage Thunderbird Club, Rod Wake President. TBN-
Thunderbird Nest, Bob Sinickas (Thunderbird Bob) Founder and of course ITC- International Thunderbird Club, Bart Bartasavich, 
President (now through his tireless efforts, with over 23,000 Facebook Members) and it worked!  
 
Attending the Event week were 400 people in total and on the Reunion Day, 250 people displayed their Thunderbirds, bringing them 
from as far as Texas, Florida, New Jersey, Canada and further. 
 
The festivities started with an impromptu dinner (Bart was already working his magic) for the early arrivals on Tuesday the 22

nd
 at 

Ford’s Garage. We got to display Club Cars in front of the restaurant right on Michigan Ave! 
                                                                                                 
  

mailto:ed.raabe@gmail.com
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Wednesday night we all attended a “welcome dinner” at the Double Tree Hilton which was the host Hotel. We all had a wonderful  
time getting to know fellow Thunderbird Club owners from all over the USA, Canada and even as far away as Australia, Darryl 
Heiner! Both Chairman, Bart Bartasavich and Dr. Steven Legel gave stirring welcoming speeches and we were introduced to the Local 
ITC Chapter Officers who were invaluable in making the Thunderbird Reunion Event successful. Guest Speaker John Clor from Ford 
Performance & Club Connect informed us about how important we Thunderbird owners are to the FORD Culture and gave us a 
glimpse into what Ford Performance is all about, now and in the future.  
 

             
 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday we were on our own to explore Dearborn and Detroit. Arlene and I went to the 
Ford Museum, Ford Rouge Plant Tour, and the Ford Piquette Plant. After the modernity of the Rouge Plant, the 
Piquette Plant, state of the art in 1904, was so primitive it was like seeing “Kit Cars” assembled. It is amazing to 
consider 14,000 Model T Fords were built there! 
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A special treat was attending the Ford Tri-motor Event at the Yankee Air Museum. Originally those who wanted could take a ride in 
one of the last flying Tri-Motors and relive the pioneering days of commercial air travel, but the weather grounded her.  Making 
Lemonade from Lemons, Bart arranged a Photo Op of members’ cars with the Tri-Motor! 

 
Thunderbird Education was not left out. A real magic trick was performed when a 1961 Convertible 
in mid-restoration was brought into the Hotel lobby! Bullet Bird owners had a field-day getting 
answers to some interesting questions. Thursday morning there were 2 Clinics, Square Birds and FE 
Engine systems health by Rick Charniga and organizer David Lau, Reto-Birds about FEMs and REMs 
with Dr. Steve Legel and “Thunderbird Bob” Sinickas. I attended Rick and Dave’s class and learned a 
lot about auto electronics. I’ll keep my original point set-up in the 55, thank you! I wish I could have 
cloned myself to attend Dr. Steve Legel’s (ITC Club Retro Bird Technical Advisor) class with 
Thunderbird Bob, who is the country’s leading source for Retro-Bird parts. There was also a 
presentation at Roush Headquarters by Larry Seyfarth, who was instrumental in the development of 
Ford’s 427cu. in. High Performance engine program. He had some great stories about racing up and 
down Telegraph Ave back in the day. The guys who went up against him never knew what was under his 
hood and that they didn’t have a chance. It was no 289 for sure!  
 
Larry has so much knowledge about the days when “Win on Sunday, Sell on Monday” meant something! 
I was lucky to have him seated at our Dinner Banquet table to chat with.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Larry Seyfarth speaks at Roush Ford Headquarters 

“Thunderbird  Bob” 
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A special invitation to attend a Wine and Chocolate party at Dr. Steven Legal’s Car Chocolate party at Dr. Steven Legal’s Car 
Collection was extended to selected members by mail about a week before the Reunion and Arlene and I were among the Lucky 
ones. Dr Legel has a renowned collection of Thunderbird automobilia, filling over 10 rooms in a recovered local mid-century 
neighborhood bowling alley, which in itself was remarkable. I imagined Ralph Kramden and Ed Norton there on Bowling night. In the 
collection are Tin, Polystyrene, Diecast, Resin, Ceramic, and every other kind of media Thunderbird cars of all different years, along 
with model kits, medals, belt buckles, pins, tags, games, pens, pencils, placemats, towels, even a toilet paper dispenser! The library 
room contained hundreds of books and artwork. It was astounding! We were able to spend some time speaking with Dr. Legel about 
his cars, and his automobilia. He is very affable and eager to answer any question about his collection. The Collection is featured in 
the Michael Lamm publication Thunderbird 2002 (Lamm-Moranda Inc. 2002), fully illustrated in Chapter 5.   
 

         
 
The Reunion on Saturday was held in front of the FORD Headquarters Building in 
Dearborn Michigan. On display were over 250 Thunderbirds, from the iconic 1955,56 
& 57 Baby Birds to the increasingly popular 2002-2005 Retro Birds. Steve & Myrna 
Wishnick drove their 1963 Princess of Monaco Edition all the way from Cape Coral 
Florida. Tom Mirro from New Jersey showed his stunning AACA Zenith Award 
winning 1956, Lincoln Cinnamon, S paint code. Only 5% were ordered in this amazing 
color! Ronald Davis and his sister Evelyn drove up from Tampa in his 1957 Elvis and 
Marilyn Tribute. Ron is the president of Classic T Birds of Tampa Bay and he drives 
his car everywhere. They were one of the first to arrive in Michigan attending the 
Woodward Ave Cruise on August 19th. 
 
 

 

      

Registration Tent 

Ron & Evelyn 
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All the iterations of Thunderbirds were represented at the Thunderbird Reunion. 
 
Brian Carron, President of CTCI came from Texas with his 1969 Landau 4door. These cars are 
known as Glamour Birds, 1967-1971, and the only series to feature the 4-door option, but no 
convertibles. There were so many incredible examples of Baby Birds, Square Birds, Bullet 
Birds, Flair Birds, Glamour Birds, Big Birds (Lincoln Continental clones), Torino Birds, Aero 
Birds (some nice Turbos) Super Birds and Retro Birds, even a Sage Green 2002-1957 Styled 
Retro-Resto, by Tom Vannozzi was seen. Tom added 57 original Thunderbird headlight and 
taillights, 57 fins and had the front bumperettes, hand-made by a guy in Australia if I 
remember correctly. I know I am missing out on mentioning some outstanding cars. Did I 
mention a Batmobile? The creation of Gary Kimmel, the Batmobile-Retro-Bird seeing the “Bart” sign in the night sky, flew in from 
Maryland for the Thunderbird Reunion! 

 

         
 

             
 
Ford Performance provided 
the Central Event Tent for the 
Reunion manned by Special 
guests, John Clor the 
Enthusiast Communication 
Manager and Ted Ryan the 
Archivist and Brand Heritage 
Director.  
 

     

Event Tent and Food Truck 
 
Steve & Myrna Wishnick’s 1961 
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There is a side story about a family patriarch, Pasquale, who began his drive up to Michigan from 
Florida in his Red 2002. He ran off the road, crashed the car and spent the night in the hospital. Now 
get this, not to be deterred from attending the Reunion, where his children and Lady companion had 
already arrived, he gets in his 2002 Thunderbird Blue Car to continue the trip. In the Detroit area at the 
time, we were having severe thunderstorms. He hydroplanes the 2002 into a guardrail and wipes out 
the front clip. His grandson picks him up, un-harmed and finally brings him to the Hotel. Pasquale 
addressed the Banquet Dinner and told this tale to rousing applause. He is in his 80’s by the way and 
unstoppable!  
 
The Reunion Banquet was outstanding. Everyone was 
dressed up for this one! Bart addressed the gathering 
and gave recognition to Vera, his wife, for her hard 
work, dedication, and support in making the dream 
of the Thunderbird Reunion a success. The ITC Board 
members and Local Clubs, Water Wonderland 
Thunderbird Club and American Open Road 
Thunderbird representatives were recognized. Bart 
spoke of his dream of having all the members of 
Thunderbird Clubs World-Wide to attend an Event 
and what it took to make the Reunion happen. He 
then introduced Brian Carron, the President of CTCI, 
a long running organization for “Early Birds” with 
roots with the BATOC (SF)Bay Area Thunderbird 
Owners Club in 1958 to speak. Brian expressed his joy 
and being able to attend the Reunion and promised 
co-operation with ITC in the future. He invited 
everyone to attend the Regional CTCI Convention at 
the Villages in Florida, Oct 24th-29th. His speech was 
punctuated by a hearty embrace with Bart as a show 
of sincerity, which was the highlight of the evening! 

 

 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Special guest speaker was Ciera Casteel, Collections Archivist, Ford MoCo, who enlightened us 
about the ongoing effort to digitize all things relating to Ford History. To date 116,000 items 
have been recorded. Over 2 million items have been downloaded from the Website as of 
February 2023! https://fordheritagevault.com#fordheritagevault . We all came away amazed 
with just the small sampling she provided.  
 
At the invitation of Bart, various Club representatives rose to the podium to recount stories of 
club activities, but the best story was Pasquale’s recount of his “journey” to the Reunion! 

Georgia ITC Club with Brian Carron CTCI 

Dr Steven Legal ITC Board with Bart & Vera 

Bartasavich 

https://fordheritagevault.com/#fordheritagevault
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So how do I fit in with all of this? Well, I considered myself an Ambassador, of sorts, to the 
Reunion. I am the Past President of Classic Thunderbird Club of South Florida an ITC Chapter 
in Florida and the Editor of Thunderbird News. CTCSF was founded by Felipe Cos in 1998 as a 
CTCI Chapter. As that club expanded beyond “Early Bird” owners, to have the other Classic 
Thunderbird and Retro-Bird iterations represented I contacted Bart for an ITC Club 
affiliation. Now living in Tampa, we are also members of Florida Gulf Coast Vintage 
Thunderbirds, Charles Inman, Founder, predominantly comprised of Retro-Bird owners with 
five 007 Editions, and a VTCI Chapter. We own a 1955 Marvin Hill restoration and have just 
purchased (at Reunion!) A 2005 Bronze Reto- Bird, lovingly cared for by local Michigan Club 
Member David Jones.  
 
In Closing, every Thunderbird Club we belong to has wonderful members who love their cars and enjoy taking them to 
Club Events. In Florida I have the great privilege to know Club founders, Dave and Betty Tulowitzki of Trailbirds of 
Southwest Florida and Ron Davis Classic T Birds of Tampa Bay and have the opportunity to also attend their Events here. 
 
Classic Thunderbird Club of South Florida is well known for the 
annual Felipe Cos Florida 300 Mile Ralley, named in the club 
founder’s honor. The current Club President is Jeff Luxenberg 
with Oscar Castro as Club Event coordinator. Oscar has, over the 
last 10 years, through his tireless effort has kept the vision of 
Felipe Cos alive by organizing the annual Rallye, Car Show, 
Outings, and the Fabulous Holiday Party.  
 
The Thunderbird Culture is rich with members who are 
knowledge about cars and take pride in maintaining this Classic 
Ford icon.  
 
We are all very fortunate to have a man like ITC Chairman Bart 
Bartasavich and his wife Vera to share the dream with us! 

 

 
  

http://www.tbirdfl.com
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TRATTORIA PAMPERED CHEF – CLASSIC ITALIAN CUISINE 
 

 
 

Trattoria Pampered Chef began in Coconut Grove in 1989. The owner then brought it to Miami Lakes back in 1995. He 
created this restaurant to provide good quality food, services, and hospitality. This family business exists to make 
everybody happy and feel like home. The owner, Ghobrial, has a wide variety of excellent experience about Italian food. 
He not only was a chef in Rome from 1974 to 1984, he also worked for long time as a chef in different European 
Countries. 
 
Trattoria Pampered Chef is an Italian restaurant which provides perfect and authentic Italian food. We provide healthy 
and nutritious food such as whole-wheat pasta, vegetarian food, vegan food, and gluten free food for those with 
allergies. The restaurant guaranties a special quite environment, so you can sit and enjoy your food and time, with live 
music on the weekends. We also have a beautiful patio with an amazing view where you can enjoy your time with your 
family. 
 
You can reserve our dining room for your special events or occasions where we will take care of you and provide you 
with excellent service and fresh food. We can also provide the facility for private events such as meetings, or classes. We 
have included several testimonials from satisfied and returning clients. 
 
If you like to celebrate your event at home or any other place, we can cater it, wherever it may be. Trattoria Pampered 
Chef provides specular food catering for corporations and institutes such as Caterpillar, University of Miami, New 
Generation Computing, St. Tomas University, Florida National University, Our Lady of the Lakes, Panalpina Company, 
Palmetto Hospital, and many others. 
 

           

http://www.trattoriapamperedchefs.com/
http://www.trattoriapamperedchefs.com/
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Greetings and Salutations Fellow Club Members,  
 
We have completed another successful year for the club!  We were able to complete quite a few events and each was 
lots of fun for all who attended.  The Annual Brunch, the July 4th Picnic, the Thunderbird Reunion in Michigan, the Lake 
Mirror Car Show, the CTCI Convention, the Festival Marketplace Car Show, the Holiday Party, and a whole bunch of 
other car shows in between! 
 
Our Holiday party was great; despite the horrible weather we had a tremendous turnout.   
Everyone enjoyed the great food and the beautiful decorations!  All who attended had lots of 
fun and almost everyone participated in all the festivities, dancing, and door prize raffles.  I 
even got up to dance a couple of dances.  We even did the conga around the salon! 
 
As we discussed during the party, we have some wonderful events planned for the coming 
year; The Redlands Riot Road Rally, the Paella dinner after the rally, the Homestead Rodeo, a 
Dinner and a Show to see the Ed Sullivan Review, a Caribbean Cruise, the July 4th Picnic, the 
Lake Mirror Car Show, a trip to the Daytona Beach Turkey Run, and of course, another 
wonderful Holiday Party!  We hope everyone will participate in as many of these events if they 
are able! 
 
I also mentioned this at the party, but it’s important that I repeat it here again;  it would be great to try and solicit new 
members and help grow our membership.  The more members we have, means more ideas, more events and more fun 
for everyone.   
 
Wishing everyone a Happy and Healthy New Year!  Please drive safe! 
 

Be well my T -Bird family,  

Jeff Luxenberg 
Club President 
516-655-3672 
jeffluxenberg@aol.com 

 
 

 

mailto:jeffluxenberg@aol.com
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Quevedo Maria 1 2 

Chegin Diana 1 16 

Crochet Richard 1 21 

Guzman Silvia 1 27 

Wilson Gladys 1 28 

Snook Thomas 2 2 

McNeal Mike 2 3 

Fernandez Chris 2 5 

Corenblum Gail 2 7 

Obenland Bob  2 8 

Orifici Gloria & An Li 2 12 

Riznick Scott 2 14 

Werner Anita 2 26 

Those members showing a GREEN 
background will eat FREE at the monthly 
meeting where their actual birth DAY falls 
on the same DAY as the Meeting! 

Please note that the 2nd Wednesday 
meeting in February as been moved to the 
1st Wednesday (Feb 7) because the 2nd 
Wednesday is Valentine’s Day! 
 

 

ALSO, there will not 
be a March 

Wednesday meeting 
because it will be 

replaced by another 
activity [The Ed 
Sullivan Review! 
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http://www.tbirdhq.com
https://aautotech.com/
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Dear Thunderbird Club Annual Open Car Show Supporter, 
 
We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all 
of our supporters who have been part of 
our car show journey over the past 23 
years. It is with mixed emotions that we 
announce our 2024 edition has been 
cancelled (hopefully it’s only 
postponed). 
 
From the early years when our car show 
was just a vision in Felipe’s imagination, 
to the grand spectacle it has become 
today, your support has been a constant 
source of inspiration. Your commitment 
to our cause has not only helped us 
grow but has also played a significant 
role in fostering a sense of community 
among car enthusiasts. 
 
As we reflect on the incredible 
memories of our car show over the past 
23 years, we are overwhelmed with 
gratitude for your unwavering support.  
Your dedication, enthusiasm, and 
generosity have been the driving force 
behind our event's success. We couldn't 
have achieved this milestone without 
your unwavering commitment. Whether 
you were an exhibitor, sponsor, a 
volunteer, or simply an attendee, your 
presence has enriched our show year 
after year and has been instrumental in 
making each edition a resounding 
success.  We cannot thank you enough 
for the impact you have made, the 
memories we have created together, 
the camaraderie we have shared, and 
the passion for automobiles that binds 
us has all been enriched by your 
presence.  The friendships forged, the 
memories created, and the funds raised 
for our charitable causes will forever hold a special place in our hearts. 
 
As we bid farewell to this cherished tradition (hopefully only for 2024), we want you to know that your contributions 
have made a lasting impact.  Thank you for 23 years of unwavering support. Here's to many more years of revving 
engines, gleaming chrome, and shared enthusiasm. 
 
With heartfelt thanks, 
The Members of the Classic Thunderbird Club of South Florida 
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By Paul and Anita Werner 
 

Armed with a list of cool museums provided by Gail and Stuart, Anita and I left on our road trip 
on a Sunday in mid-August, in our brand spankin’ new 2024 Subaru Crosstrek! 
 
The first leg of the trip was to drive to my daughter and her family in Columbia, MD, 
with our youngest grandchild, Rose, in tow.  We spent most of that week helping to 
prepare for the bar mitzvah of my oldest grandchild, Andrew.  After a late 

afternoon service, we celebrated with a picnic.  It was great to see family and friends, and I was so proud of 
Andrew. 
 

Three days later we started on our travels.  We spent our first night in Allentown, PA, visiting Geno, a 
roommate from dental school.  After losing contact with him for over 40 years we reconnected about a 
year ago.  We talked about old times as well as our practices and professions. 
 
We then moved on to Freeville (near Ithaca, NY) to visit my cousin Allen and his 
wife, Alice.  It was great to see them. 

 
We then moved on to a bed and breakfast in Penn Yan where we met my oldest friend, Marcy, 
and her husband Mark.  I have known her since I was an infant.  It was great to see them also. 
 
Anita is from Rochester, NY, and has family in Buffalo.  We spent a day in each visiting family and friends. 
 

We then crossed over into Canada at Niagara Falls and the adventure began.  Though we had 
some things we wanted to see we had no concrete plans and never knew where would be 
spending the next night.  Over the next few weeks, we wandered around Ontario, Wisconsin, and 
Michigan.  We visited Bruce Peninsula National Park in Ontario and did 
quite a bit of hiking, in addition to a boat tour.   We then took a ferry 
across Lake Huron and traveled on the Trans-Canadian Highway coming 

back into Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.  I always wanted to see the Upper Peninsula, and it did not 
disappoint.  We saw beautiful scenery, toured Pictured Rock National Lakeshore in the car and 
from a boat (it was magnificent), and toured a copper mine and old theatre. 
 

We then headed to Wausau, Wisconsin.  My brother had moved there two years ago to live with a son and 
his family.  He seems to have settled in well there and is very happy.  We spent four days there and got to 
know my young grand niece and nephew.  For the first time I shot a crossbow. 
 
Next, we headed to Mackinac Island.  I always wanted to see the Grand Hotel with its longest porch in the 
world.  Again it did not disappoint, and the bridge connecting both peninsulas of Michigan was impressive.  

We then spent some time in Northern Michigan, including Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore.  We then traded in 
the beauty of northern Michigan for the museums of the south. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Gilmore Museum is located in the middle of nowhere.  It has a very extensive collection of cars, mostly American, 
from every era.  We were there from opening to closing.  We never even made it to the open car show outside.  They 
had whole buildings dedicated to just one make. 
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We then headed to Dearborn for The Henry Ford, seeing all three of its attractions.  First, we saw 
Greenfield Village, which was started by Mr. Ford in the late 20’s.  He moved many buildings to the 
site, including his own childhood home, Thomas Edison’s Menlo Park Lab, both the Wright 
brother's home and bicycle shop, as well as numerous homes from around the country and a few 
from overseas.  There are also numerous craft and historic stores.  We spent the whole day there. 

 
The next day we took a tour of the factory where F150 
trucks are assembled.  A catwalk above the factory floor 
shows a great deal of the process, and it is fascinating.  We 
spent the whole next day in The Ford Museum and only 
saw about half of it.  There were many cars there, as well 
as all of the presidential limos; including the one Kennedy 
was in when he was assassinated.  (They also had the chair 
Lincoln was sitting in when he was shot.)  There are also trains and planes, as well as 

heavy machinery, farm vehicles, historical objects, and even a 1952 Oscar Mayer Weiner Mobile.  We could have spent 
another day there.  The next morning we went to see the Ford House.  It was Edsel Ford’s mansion.  Unlike other 
mansions we have seen, it was tasteful rather than gaudy. 
 

That afternoon we went to the Sloan Museum.  Their car collection was 
small, but they were arranged to tell a story.  There was an interesting 
exhibit about the development of the child safety seat. 
 
We were next off to Ypsilanti.  The Yankee Air Museum was small as 
most of the larger planes were not viewable, but they did have an 

excellent exhibit on Rosie the Riveter and the role of women in the war effort.  We then went 
to the Michigan Firehouse Museum which was very impressive, followed by the Hudson Museum. 

 
We then drove to Auburn, IN.  We started there with the Auburn Cord 
Duesenberg Museum.  Impressive as the car collection was, the 
building is equally impressive.  It is a beautiful Art Deco building that 
was the corporate headquarters of the company.  We then walked 
across the parking lot to the National Car and Truck Museum.  They had 

an extensive collection, but the highlight for me was one of the GM Metroliners. 
 
The next day we went to the Air Force Museum in Ohio.  We spent the whole 
day there and saw about half of it. It was surprising the first exhibit that we saw 
was about the Holocaust.  Their collection includes just about every major 
presidential airplane, as well as just about every airplane the Army and Air 

Force ever had. 
   

We then returned to my daughter’s home in Maryland in time 
for her elective surgery (She’s fine, thanks for asking.)  We 
helped out with the kids for about 10 days, and then headed 
home, arriving over 8 weeks later we left.  What a trip! 
 

 

 
HEADING HOME!                          

                                                                                                  A PERFECT ENDING TO A PERFECT TRIP!
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Next Thunderbird Club Meeting 
Will Be Wednesday: January 10, 2024 

 
MEETING WILL BE OUTSIDE - No need to RSVP – But Please be On Time 
FOR THE MONTHS OF NOVEMBER-JANUARY-FEBRUARY-MARCH-APRIL / WE WILL MEET OUTSIDE 

 FOR THE MONTHS OF JUNE-JULY-SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER WE WILL BE MEETING INSIDE] - [THERE ARE NO MAY-AUGUST-DECEMBER MEETINGS] 
 

6:30 – Happy Hour Socializing 
6:55 – Food Order Turned In - [PLEASE DON’T BE LATE] 
7:00 – Club Business Meeting 
7:20 – Dinner 
AS SOON AS YOU ARRIVE, PLEASE SELECT & PAY FOR YOUR FOOD 
We will have the Business Part of the Meeting while they Prepare It 

 

DURING THIS MEETING 
We will be discussing various items, including… 

Planning of all Activities for 2023-2024 
 

Annual Membership Renewals DUE  by November 30 
Holiday Party Registration 

And Other Important Items…. 
 

 

 

http://www.tbirdfl.com/Club-Meetings.htm
http://www.thunderbirdclubsouthflorida.com/POPUP-WIND_COVID-19_Statement.htm
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By Paul Werner 
 

On Sunday, December 10th some members had a short notice get together, at the short notice announced car show at 
the Festival Flea Market, in Pompano Beach.  There were about 200 cars there.  About 10 members, couples or singles, 
attended, Anita and I brought our Thunderbird, as Bob, and Jean Claud did.  Stuart and Gail brought their truck.  Don 
brought his sedan delivery, and Mike brought his Mercury.  It was a good show with some interesting cars.  There was 
also some shopping. We all had a great time. 

      

TWINS! 
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http://www.piniinsurance.com
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EMAIL WILL GO OUT WITH DETAILS AND REGISTRATION FORM BEFORE THE END OF YEAR 
 

January 20, 2024 is the Daytime Rally & Evening Dinner! 
 

 

   
 

  

 
  

http://www.redlandriot.com/Rallye.html
http://www.homemadepaella.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/@25.5048868,-80.5106731,12.17z/data=!4m2!11m1!2sXOGwGHCdSVCrJa1Nza2rbA
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EMAIL WILL GO OUT WITH DETAILS AND REGISTRATION FORM BEFORE THE END OF YEAR 
 

January 27, 2024 – RODEO/ DINNER / ICE CREAM! 
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CLICK HERE FOR AMBIENCE 
 

EMAIL WILL GO OUT WITH DETAILS AND REGISTRATION PROCEDURE ON JANUARY 4, 2024 

 

http://www.mdsenet.com/TBIRD/images/DOUBLE_CLICK_HERE.wav
https://www.ncl.com/cruises/9-day-caribbean-round-trip-miami-great-stirrup-cay-and-dominican-republic-SKY9MIAPOPSTTANUPHISJUNPIMIA?destinations=4294949420&embarkationport=4294949427&sailMonths=4294949425&numberOfGuests=4294949461&sortBy=featured&autoPopulate=f&from=resultpage&itineraryCode=SKY9MIAPOPSTTANUPHISJUNPIMIA
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http://www.jctaylor.com
http://www.tbirdfl.com
https://advisor.morganstanley.com/peter.klein
http://www.doralprinting.com
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http://www.cobrajoeproductions.com
http://www.southdadecarshows.com
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ONLINE CAR SHOW INFORMATION 
 

 

 
www.benefitcarshows.com 

 

 
www.flacarshows.com 

 

 

 
www.cruisinsouthflorida.com 

 

 
www.cobrajoeproductions.com 

 

 
www.facebook.com/RussGEvents/ 

 

 

 

MEMBER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

WE ARE FREQUENTLY ASKED FOR RECOMMENDATIONS ON WHERE TO GO TO GET YOUR CAR SERVICED. 
WE HAVE COMPILED A LIST BASED ON INDIVIDUAL RECOMMENDATIONS FROM OUR MEMBERS.  THEY HAVE SUBMITTED THESE NAMES 
BASED ON THEIR INDIVIDUAL EXPERIENCES AND LEVEL OF SATISFACTION WHEN THEY HAVE DEALT WITH THESE SHOPS.  THE 
THUNDERBIRD CLUB DOES NOT ENDORSE OR RECOMMEND THESE SHOPS AND IT CAN’T GUARANTEE YOUR SATISFACTION WHEN 
DEALING WITH THEM.  WE ARE SIMPLY PROVIDING THIS LIST FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE AND TO CUT DOWN ON THE NUMBER OF EMAILS 
WE RECEIVE.  USE YOUR GOOD JUDGMENT WHEN DEALING WITH ANY OF THE SHOPS AND MAKE YOUR OWN DECISION. 

 

MEMBERS – PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR RECOMMENDATIONS TO emails@thunderclubsouthflorida.com 

 

 
CLICK ON THE GRAPHIC TO VIEW LIST ONLINE 

  

http://www.benefitcarshows.com/
http://www.flacarshows.com/
http://www.cruisinsouthflorida.com/
http://www.cobrajoeproductions.com/
http://www.facebook.com/RussGEvents/
mailto:emails@thunderclubsouthflorida.com
http://www.tbirdfl.com/POPUP-WIND_Member-Recomendations.htm
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Many heartfelt Thanks! 
To All the Advertisers who support our Newsletter 

Please Support Our Advertisers 
When purchasing Parts & Service - Remember to mention that you saw their Ad in our 

Thunderbird Newsletter! 
 

Members! 
ALWAYS CHECK OUR SCHEDULE FOR THE LATEST ON ALL OUR EVENTS 

 
YOU CAN ALSO CHECK OUR WEBSITE CALENDAR PAGE 

IT CONTAINS MANY ACTIVITIES OF THINGS GOING ON AROUND TOWN. 
THESE ARE SUBMITTED BY OTHERS AND ARE   NOT NECESSARILY SPONSORED BY THE CLUB 

 
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETINGS 

 

Remember - our monthly club meetings are held the SECOND Wednesday of each month (except May and December) at The 
Trattoria Pampered Chef, 7347 Miami Lakes Dr. Miami Lakes FL 33014, and our Host is Gabriel Nash.  Always check 
http://www.tbirdfl.com/TBIRD/Calendar.htm for any last minute schedule changes! 

 
Please visit our webpage www.TBirdFL.com for announcements on coming events, details about the club, everything else you ever 
wanted to know about the Classic Thunderbird Club of South Florida but were afraid to ask! 
 

FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM PAGES 
 

We also have our Facebook and an Instagram pages! 
Please LIKE and FOLLOW us on both platforms! 

www.facebook.com/ThunderbirdClubSouthFLorida -   www.instagram.com/tbirdflorida  

We encourage participation on our Facebook page and Instagram pages. Send Posts about everything Thunderbird related, and we 
will enjoy other “car stuff too, like Museum Visits, Car shows and Cruise ins you attend. And other stuff you think we T-Bird lovers 
would like. Just keep it as clean as your T-Bird on “Detail Day”!

 

http://www.tbirdfl.com/TBIRD/Calendar.htm
http://www.tbirdfl.com/TBIRD/Calendar.htm
http://www.tbirdfl.com/
http://www.facebook.com/ThunderbirdClubSouthFLorida
http://www.instagram.com/tbirdflorida
http://www.tbirdfl.com/TBIRD/Schedule.htm
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http://www.bullseyepowdercoating.com


56  
 

 

 

https://www.npdlink.com/

