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ITC International
Thunderbird
Club Membership
ITC The International Thunderbird Club
The International Thunderbird Club (ITC) is 
open to all 1955 to 2005 Thunderbird owners 
and enthusiasts along with other T-Bird club 
organizations. Numerous ITC members, including 
me, belong to CTCI and VTCI.
ITC encourages all clubs to join the other clubs to 
help support the Thunderbird, share ideas, T-Birds, 
and technical advice. ITC has one of the largest 
Thunderbird Facebook pages in the world with over 
4,400 T-Bird Facebook members posting daily from 
around the world.
Numerous CTCI and VTCI chapters have joined 
ITC. Last year the ITC/VTCI chapter, Hoosier 
Vintage Thunderbird Club, hosted the ITC chapter. 
This year the convention will be hosted by ITC/
CTCI chapter Buffalo Thunderbird Club. ITC/
CTCI chapter Pitt Birds Thunderbird Club has 
stated that they are happy with the support ITC’s 
provides them. ITC/VTCI Water Wonderland 
Thunderbird Club from Michigan has stated they 
are also pleased with ITC’s support and never have 
received support from VTCI.
ITC is very proud of the number of clubs that have 
joined ITC.
Recently three new chapters have joined ITC La 
Louisiane Thunderbird Club, Louisiana; Classic 
Thunderbird Club of Central Ohio; and Central 
Alabama Thunderbird Club with a few more 
chapters being they have organized.
The benefit of becoming an ITC chapter is the 
additional exposure to the T-Bird world. Chapters 
have stated, grown as a result of their ITC 
relationship. ITC promotes its chapters by listing 
their major events in the ITC Script magazine and 
on the ITC website. ITC also promotes chapters 
events and members on ITC Facebook. ITC has 
Technical Advisors for all T-Birds, Marvin Hill, Hill 
Automotive, is one of the technical advisors for the 
1955-57 TBird. Steven Legal is Technical Advisor 
for the 20-05 Retro Birds.
ITC is sponsored by most of the Thunderbird 
vendors including Thunderbird Specialists for 
2002-05 Retro-birds.
There is no charge to become an ITC chapter. 
Three ITC members are required for approval with 
a total of six by the end of the year. If you are not 
satisfied with being an ITC chapter, you can simply 
request to end the chapter relationship.
As president of the International Thunderbird Club, 
I encourage some of your members to join ITC and 
become an ITC chapter.
Feel free to email or call me anytime if you have 
any questions.

Sincerely,

Gerard (Bart) Bartasavich
ITC President

Gerard (Bart) Bartasavich
President
International Thunderbird Club
P O Box 24041
Pepper Pike, OH  44124
(216) 375-2808
gebart@ameritech.net



Our meetings are held the Third Wednesday of 
each month at The Trattoria Pampered Chef
7347 Miami Lakes Dr. Miami Lakes FL 33014     
Our Host is Gabriel Nash.
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Greetings Thunderbird Club Members,
I hope you and all your families are safe and well. By now you must all be excited 
about the New Normal!?
If you are like me, you suddenly found the time to do that repair on your T-Bird 
that has been getting put off. For me it was first getting time to drive it, then only 
to have the key cylinder in the ignition switch fall apart. Since it’s no fun to cross 
wires to start our Bird, I figured a new switch was in order. I purchased one from 
Hills and had it in few days. I solicited some advice on what might happen when 
I attempted the fix. I want to thank Stuart, Mike and Paul Cotner for their help. 
The wires attached to the switch were so short, I needed to pull the car out of 
the garage so I could get under the dash. Good weather prevailed. My wife and 
I dragged it out and I made the R&R in less than an hour! I am glad I bought 
the switch from Hills because it had the necessary, correct extra-long accessory 
terminal. A bonus, my electric fan has a 3-position switch, On, Off & Thermostat, 
which hasn’t worked in a year, well it works now!
Just in time for Monsoon Season…back safely in the garage.

It seems all the major shows are being cancelled until next 
year
Mid Florida Auto Show (Lake Mirror Concours) and Hershey 
AACA Fall Event have just announced. We will keep you 
posted about the local shows which for the most part are 

all cancelled through the Summer.The Annual Independence Day Car Show in 
Miami Springs is cancelled as well as the Parade and Fireworks.
Needless to say, this new Normal is not for me!
I created a Virtual Thunderbird Appreciation Day with photos I have in our files 
on our Facebook page. There is a nice profile of George Bishopric’s 56 T-Bird in 
this issue
CTCI National Convention is RESCHEDUED for April 20th 
thru the 24th, 2021 The Trailbirds of SW Florida will host as 
was planned for this year This is a great opportunity to show 
your Early Bird and enjoy Sarasota.
Please be sure to support our advertisers, now more than ever 
they need our support. Buy On-Line and deliver right to your door! What could be 
easier!
Don’t forget to mention you saw their Ad 
in our magazine when purchasing Parts & 
Services for you Classic. Thanks to ALL the 
Advertisers who support Thunderbird News!
Stay Healthy and Happy Birding
Ed Raabe

3 JUNE-JULY  2020 VOLUME 22 ,  #7

Thunderbird News Winner of ITC 2019 Newsletter Award

OLD CARS Weelky GOLDEN QUILL AWARD for a Car Club 
Newsletter. 2016, 2017, 2018 & 2019

CTCI 2017 Newsletter Competition GOLD AWARD  for our 
October Rally 2016  Edition.



INTERNET PAGE
Have you seen our internet page?  We have changed our address 
www.TBirdFL.com  and we have a Facebook page too! Search 
Classic Thunderbird Club South Florida or

www.facebook.com/ThunderbirdClubSouthFLorida

We encourage participation on our Facebook page. Send Posts about 
everything Thunderbird related and we will enjoy other “car stuff too. 

Like Museum Visits, Car shows and Cruise Ins you attend. And other 
stuff you think we T-Bird lovers would like. Just keep it as clean as 
your T-Bird on “Detail Day”! 

THUNDERBIRD INFORMATION SUPER HIGHWAY:

2005 Thunderbird:	 _____________	www.fordautomobiles.com
Ford racing:	___________________	www.fordacing.com
Speedvision:	 __________________	www.speedvision.com
CTCI’s Home Page:	_____________	www.ctci.org
Daytona’s Turkey run:	___________	www.carshows.org
Metroplex EarlyBirds:	___________	www.geocities.com
Arizona Classic T-Bird Club:	 _____	classic-thunderbird.org
Santa Clara Valley T-Birds:	______	www.tbird.org/scvt
Sierra Nevada Classic T-Bird:	 ____	www.tbird.org/snctb
Connecticut Area Classic T-Bird:	__	www.tbirdsofconn.com
Chicagoland Thunderbirds:	_______	www.thunderbirds.org
Potomac Classic T-bird:	__________	www.hydratech.com
Old Cars	______________________	www. greatoldcars.com 
Classic T-Bird Club of Chicagoland	_ www.ctcc9.com

Our Club’s web page: www.TBirdFL.com
NUMBERS TO KEEP
The following are contact numbers and e-mail address 
you need to have on file:
Intl Thunderbird Club, Bart Bartasavich, ITC President
216-375-2808 gbart@ameritech.net
www.intl-thunderbirdclub.com
AACA South Florida Region. President, Manny Garcia
www.aacasouthflorida.club
Auto Appraisal Network: John & Bret Layzell
305-899-9963  www.autoappraisalnetwork.com/miami 
Benefit Car Shows: Oscar Castro
305-467-8196 www.benefitcarshows.com
oscar@benefitcarshows.com
Gerry Car Show: Gerry Perez
786 344-4228  email gerrycarshow@bellsouth.com 
Magic Mustangs: Frank Alonso
305 551-6077  Fadatec@aol.com
Muscle Stangs of Miami: Ayanidys Martinez
305 321-0437
Jumpin’ Jack Productions: Jack Corssino
305-214-2277  www.jumpinjackproductions.com 
DB Entertainment Inc.: Dick Barten
954-563-4000  Bandsouth@bellsouth.net 
Cruisin South Florida: Scott the MusicMan 
scott@cuisinsouthflorida.com 
Ft Lauderdale Mustang Club: Mark Patterson
www.flmustangclub.com  
Cobra Joe Productions: Joe Bevelacqua 
jbevsr@msn.com 
VMCCA Sun Coast Chapter.  President David Bobbitt
305 661-1340 bobbitt@comcast.net 
Russ G Events: Russ Gagliano III
russ@russgevents.com

JUNE
H A P P Y  B I R T H D AY

2020

$35.00 MEMBERSHIP ARE DUE by DEC. 1ST
To become a member or renew your membership

Please go on line to www.TBirdFL.com 

JULY
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My apologies, If I have 
missed your birthday it is 
because I do not have your 
information. Please contact 
me to update your records.

Frank Jones	 2
Alan Runck	 4
Michaelle Beauchamp	7
Gina Crochet	 8
Poppy Madden	 10
Ernesto Arbelo	 13
Purita Martin	 13
Judith Saladino	 13
Martin Vazquez	 17 

Marilena Perez	 9
Armando Pineiro	 13
Mercedes Leon	 17
Edward“Ed”Sheppard 17
Liz Smith	 17
Mario Leon	 21
Patricia Fernandez	 24
Lilliam Brice	 28
Robert Brice	 28
Michael Arias	 29

Jean-Claude Lafontant 17
Cindy Gonzalez	 21
Tony Del Grosso	 22
Bob Heslekrants	 24
Joyce Cotner	 26
Arnaldo Godoy	 29
Carlos Rosario	 30

˜
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Hello, All fellow club members

Hello fellow club members,

We are now going into the third 
month of COVID 19.

I know some of our members,

as well as Mari and myself, 
are still lucky enough to still 
be working. For those who are 
retired, or working from home, I recommend having patience, we 
have no other

choice. We have to get creative and find home projects to do while 
being stuck at home and not being able to

get together with our families and friends, like at our monthly 
dinner meetings at La Trattoria Pampered Chef, in Miami lakes.

On a personal note, In my last message I was getting started to 
declutter , and reorganize my workshop / shed at home . I was able 
to discard unwanted items and old unusable tools. Now everything 
is visible at a glance.

President’s Message   RICHARD MANSOAPRIL-MAY 2020

These past 2 months have been some of the strangest and most 
distressing two months that many of us have ever known. For 
many, moreover, that anguish has been compounded by pain, 
loss, and enormous stress.

I want my first words to be of comfort and support to all those 
people who have suffered and to those who continue to suffer. Our 
deepest condolences go out to Don Frakes who lost his beloved 
daughter Dawn after a long illness. Our thoughts and prayers go 
out to Mike McNeal who had open heart surgery to replace a valve. 
Mike’s procedure was not without complications, but thankfully, 
Mike is recovering well and it does not look like he will need a 
pacemaker. The current restrictions instituted because of this 
virus, make bad situations like these worse because when anyone 
is admitted to a hospital, our loved ones are NOT allowed to visit 
and you can’t imagine how stressful it can be to be in a hospital, 
multiple days, without a loved one by your side to ease the pain. If 
you would like to send a card or contact Don or Mike and Theresa 
McNeal, their information is below.

Thankfully, after many weeks of lock down, we are beginning to 
see a light at the end of the tunnel; that reinforces our hopes that 
we are closer to normality even if it is just the first steps. We are 
looking forward to start our monthly meetings again, to share some 
good times with friends and family, to opening our businesses, to 
going to the movies or to dinner, to doing sports, to shopping, and 
of course, to taking our cars out to a show or event. In other words, 

All my tools and equipment are in order and I gave it a fresh coat of 
paint. I was even able to designate on section of a wall to display 
my trophies won at car shows, even Mari is impressed, which is 
not easy! ..

Folks, we just started COVID 19 Phase “1” , of returning to some 
sort of normalcy, although we are very far to living as we did before 
this pandemic .We have hopes that by end of phase “3”, we will be 
able to resume our club’s activities again. Once we resume board 
meetings and monthly meetings, we have to discuss and organize 
some very much anticipated outings and cruises

like Ford’s Garage Restaurant in Wellington {W.P.B.},the Lakeland 
car show in Lake Mirror, this year’s one day road rally through 
Homestead called Countryside Classics Road Rally, and last but 
not least, our Holiday Party in December.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to all of our extended family [our 
fellow club members]. Mari and I miss you all and can’t wait to 
break bread again.

Thank you all and be well,

Richard Manso
Club President, 2020

Open Letter to the Club Members   OSCAR CASTRO

we are looking forward to living again! As soon as it is prudent to 
do so, we will resume out activities – you will receive an email, 
as soon as we know! We, at the Classic Thunderbird Club, want 
you to know, that within our limited capacity, we are here for you, 
hoping that you return to your normal as soon as possible!

We have an amazing group of people in our club and we would like 
to hear from all of you, good or bad news; we want to hear from 
you. PLEASE connect through Facebook (https://www.facebook.
com/ThunderbirdClubSouthFLorida/) & Instagram (https://www.
instagram.com/tbirdflorida/). Please like and follow and use both 
mediums to regularly post and comment on photos of old events, 
or photos or videos of what you are doing to pass the time, so that 
we can still keep in touch (virtually) and maybe distract our minds 
a little from the current situation.

Please stay safe and be well,

Oscar Castro
Activities Director

Contact information for

Don Frakes:
frakes3303@bellsouth.net

Mike and Theresa McNeal:
tamcneal37@aol.com
960 SE 7 Ave. Pompano Beach, Florida 33060



I encourage all New Club Members to join 
CTCI as soon as possible and Current 
Members to keep your CTCI membership 
up to date.

Felipe Cos founded our CTCI Chapter, 
#114 for South Florida in November 1998. 
Since then our club has hosted a CTCI 
International Convention in 2004 and 
grown to include 50 member families.

Look at the benefits of membership. For 
myself, I have saved a lot of time and 
money by visiting Gil’s Garage, hosted 
by Gil Baumgartner CTCI Authenticity 
Chairman and ‘Thunderbird Guru’ and the 
Early Bird Club magazine is full of great 
articles and Club stories! 

I have included the current CTCI 
membership application, which is available 
www.ctci.org in an editable .pdf format. 

CTCI Classic Thunderbird Club International Membership

CTCI Classic Thunderbird Club 
International Membership

CTCI Classic Thunderbird Club

Online Renew for 1 year 2018 for $37.50
or signup for 3 years at $105.00
(35.00 a year)

Online Renew for 1 year 2018 for $37.50 or signup for 3 years 
at $105.00 (35.00 a year)
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Phone: 925.825.9550  E-Mail: parts@tbirdhq.com
Check out the entire selection at our website www.TBIRDHQ.com
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Newsletter Closing Date
TO ALL MEMBERS: Remember that this 
newsletter goes to press the 15th of each 
month. Our monthly News magazine has lots 
of useful information, including upcoming 
Car Shows and Cruise-ins, Club contact 
information and technical articles. From time 
to time information becomes outdated. If you 
see an error, please let us know.
Thunderbird News is the official newsletter of 
the Classic Thunderbird Club of South Florida. 
Our purpose is to inform our membership 
about, club meetings, club activities, Classic 
Car events and articles of interest to Ford 
Thunderbird owners.
Articles may be reproduced with the permission 
of the author.
The views and opinions expressed in 
Thunderbird News are those of the named 
author and do not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Editor, The Board of Directors 
of the Classic Thunderbird Club of South 
Florida or those of the membership.
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Monthly Classic Car Show & Cruise-In                                                  
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check with the event before going



Upcoming Classic Car Events-Car Shows
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4 GREAT SOURCES FOR
On-Line CAR SHOW
INFORMATION

Benefitcarshows.com

Cruisinsothflorida.com

Flacarshows.com

Southdadecarshow.com 

	
  

	
  

	
  

cancelled for june

POSTPONED UNTIL OCT 31

RESCHEDULED

NOV 4th-8th

RESCHEDULED FOR
FALL 2021 RESCHEDULED FOR MAY 29 2021

RESCHEDULED

FOR JUNE 13th

RESCHEDULED

FOR JUly 31-aug 2



Visit our new 
illustrated web site!

classictbird.com

Serving the Thunderbird Hobby

Celebrating 50 Years

***************************1955-57 Thunderbird Parts & Restorations

CLASSIC AUTO 
SUPPLY CO.
800-374-0914

ANNUAL
RATES
for advertising
in the newsletter

Full page__ $675.00
1/2 page__ $375.00
1/4 page__ $250.00
Card Size_ $150.00 (Non members)
Card Size_ $95.00 (Members only)

JUNE-JULY  2020 VOLUME 22 ,  #712



Members “appreciating” their cars at past Events.
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Thunderbird Appreciation Day 2020
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My mother claims that “Thunderbird” was my first word!

My 56 Thunderbird                                                                 BY GEORGE BISHOPRIC

I’ve always wanted one and this 
one lingered at “Ragtops” in 
West Palm Beach because of 
its “Seafoam” color. People like 
the color or the car, but seldom 
both.

I drove my ‘Bird for years, 
attending to one problem after 
another, knowing that the car 
seriously needed a repaint and a rebuild. I put it off and put it off, until finally, 
my mechanic told me he could do no more for my car, the engine would 
have to be rebuilt.

I took these pictures over the last few weeks in Fort Lauderdale. 
Cars are a safe environment, and while we can’t travel 
internationally, Fort Lauderdale has so many interesting 
neighborhoods and Mid

I finally broke down and put the car in for a full restoration.

When the “fabulous fifties” green came away, some old secrets were revealed, and we 
decided that with the sheet metal work required, it would not cost much more to change 
the color. I would have the Thunderbird Gray car I always wanted. As always, it took a lot 
more time and a lot more money than originally planned. Along the way, some serious 
upgrades were installed: front disc brakes, 
electric windshield wipers, Vintage Air, and 
an upgraded Town & Country radio.

The car was completed about two years 
ago, and I could not be happier with the final 
results. It drives like a modern car. Functioning 
brakes are really a plus, especially in South 
Florida traffic!
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