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ITC The International Thunderbird Club
The International Thunderbird Club (ITC) is 
open to all 1955 to 2005 Thunderbird owners 
and enthusiasts along with other T-Bird club 
organizations. Numerous ITC members, including 
me, belong to CTCI and VTCI.
ITC encourages all clubs to join the other clubs to 
help support the Thunderbird, share ideas, T-Birds, 
and technical advice. ITC has one of the largest 
Thunderbird Facebook pages in the world with over 
4,400 T-Bird Facebook members posting daily from 
around the world.
Numerous CTCI and VTCI chapters have joined 
ITC. Last year the ITC/VTCI chapter, Hoosier 
Vintage Thunderbird Club, hosted the ITC chapter. 
This year the convention will be hosted by ITC/
CTCI chapter Buffalo Thunderbird Club. ITC/
CTCI chapter Pitt Birds Thunderbird Club has 
stated that they are happy with the support ITC’s 
provides them. ITC/VTCI Water Wonderland 
Thunderbird Club from Michigan has stated they 
are also pleased with ITC’s support and never have 
received support from VTCI.
ITC is very proud of the number of clubs that have 
joined ITC.
Recently three new chapters have joined ITC La 
Louisiane Thunderbird Club, Louisiana; Classic 
Thunderbird Club of Central Ohio; and Central 
Alabama Thunderbird Club with a few more 
chapters being they have organized.
The benefit of becoming an ITC chapter is the 
additional exposure to the T-Bird world. Chapters 
have stated, grown as a result of their ITC 
relationship. ITC promotes its chapters by listing 
their major events in the ITC Script magazine and 
on the ITC website. ITC also promotes chapters 
events and members on ITC Facebook. ITC has 
Technical Advisors for all T-Birds, Marvin Hill, Hill 
Automotive, is one of the technical advisors for the 
1955-57 TBird. Steven Legal is Technical Advisor 
for the 20-05 Retro Birds.
ITC is sponsored by most of the Thunderbird 
vendors including Thunderbird Specialists for 
2002-05 Retro-birds.
There is no charge to become an ITC chapter. 
Three ITC members are required for approval with 
a total of six by the end of the year. If you are not 
satisfied with being an ITC chapter, you can simply 
request to end the chapter relationship.
As president of the International Thunderbird Club, 
I encourage some of your members to join ITC and 
become an ITC chapter.
Feel free to email or call me anytime if you have 
any questions.

Sincerely,

Gerard (Bart) Bartasavich
ITC President
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Our meetings are held the Third Wednesday of 
each month at The Trattoria Pampered Chef
7347 Miami Lakes Dr. Miami Lakes FL 33014
Our Host is Gabriel Nash.
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Hi Thunderbird Club Members,
This month we are featuring a story from Stuart Corenblum about his 

family’s first Thunderbird and how a boy around 10 years of age caught Thunderbird 
fever! 

We also have some pictures from the Annual Club Brunch, now held in May to coincide 
with Thunderbird Appreciation Day. This year the weather was horrible and only 2 
members brought their cars. The Miami Shores Country Club always does a top-notch 
presentation and this year was no exception. The Sun even managed to come out! A few 
members were celebrating birthdays too! 

Summer is here with a vengeance and most of our cars are high and dry in their garages. 
We have sort of an opposite season down here, unlike the cold and snow of Northern 
winters, we have unimaginable heat and humidity punctuated by daily thunder storms, 
which makes taking out our Birds an adventure! It’s a good idea to be sure your gas 
tanks have been stabilized the tires inflated properly and the battery put on a Tender, if 
your Bird is going to be sitting indoors for the summer months. If possible, get a full tank 
of NON-ethanol gas. Until next month, Happy Birding!

In the Month of March our club achieved ITC Chapter Status with 6 members initially 
joining ITC. Those of us who own the later vintage Thunderbirds, 1958+ will benefit from 
the support ITC will give. Hagerty Insurance is extending a discount to ITC members, 
giving you another reason to join!

I surely appreciate the articles that are being contributed to our Thunderbird News by our 
members. Please keep them coming! Thanks to you all for contributing to this month’s 
edition. If you haven’t seen yours’ yet I assure you it will be in a future issue!

Please remember to support our advertising partners and don’t forget to tell them you 
saw it in The Thunderbird News!

NEWSLETTER CLOSING DATE

To all members: Remember that this newsletter goes to press the 15th of each month.

Our monthly News magazine has lots of useful information, including upcoming Car 
Shows and Cruise-ins, Club contact information and technical articles. From time to 
time information becomes outdated. If you see an error, please 
let us know!

OLD CARS Weelky GOLDEN QUILL AWARD

for a Collector Car Club Newsletter.

CTCI 2017 Newsletter Competition GOLD AWARD

for our October Rally 2016 Edition

Thunderbird News is the official newsletter of the Classic 
Thunderbird Club of South Florida. Our purpose is to inform our 
membership about, club meetings, club activities, Classic Car 
events and articles of interest to Ford Thunderbird owners.

Articles may be reproduced with the permission of the author.

The views and opinions expressed in Thunderbird News are those of the named author 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Editor,

The Board of Directors of the Classic Thunderbird Club of South Florida or those of the 
membership.

ANNUAL
RATES
for advertising
in the newsletter

Full page__ $675.00
1/2 page__ $375.00
1/4 page__ $250.00
Card Size_ $150.00(Non members)
Card Size_  $95.00 (Members only)
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INTERNET PAGE
Have you seen our internet page?  We have changed our 
address www.TBirdFL.com  and we have a Facebook page too! 
Search Classic Thunderbird Club South Florida or
www.facebook.com/ThunderbirdClubSouthFLorida
We encourage participation on our Facebook page. Send 
Posts about everything Thunderbird related and we will enjoy 
other “car stuff too. 
Like Museum Visits, Car shows and Cruise Ins you attend. 
And other stuff you think we T-Bird lovers would like. Just 
keep it as clean as your T-Bird on “Detail Day”! 

THUNDERBIRD INFORMATION SUPER HIGHWAY:

2005 Thunderbird: _____________ www.fordautomobiles.com
Ford racing: ___________________ www.fordacing.com
Speedvision: __________________ www.speedvision.com
CTCI’s Home Page: _____________ www.ctci.org
Daytona’s Turkey run: ___________ www.carshows.org
Metroplex EarlyBirds: ___________ www.geocities.com
Arizona Classic T-Bird Club: _____ classic-thunderbird.org
Santa Clara Valley T-Birds: ______ www.tbird.org/scvt
Sierra Nevada Classic T-Bird: ____ www.tbird.org/snctb
Connecticut Area Classic T-Bird: __ www.tbirdsofconn.com
Chicagoland Thunderbirds: _______ www.thunderbirds.org
Potomac Classic T-bird: __________ www.hydratech.com
Old Cars ______________________ www. greatoldcars.com 
Classic T-Bird Club of Chicagoland _ www.ctcc9.com

Our Club’s web page: www.TBirdFL.com

NUMBERS TO KEEP
The following are contact numbers and e-mail address 
you need to have on file:
Intl Thunderbird Club, Bart Bartasavich, ITC President
216-375-2808 gbart@ameritech.net
www.intl-thunderbirdclub.com
AACA South Florida Region. President, Manny Garcia
www.aacasouthflorida.club
Auto Appraisal Network: John & Bret Layzell
305-899-9963  www.autoappraisalnetwork.com/miami 
Benefit Car Shows: Oscar Castro
305-467-8196 www.benefitcarshows.com
oscar@benefitcarshows.com
Gerry Car Show: Gerry Perez
786 344-4228  email gerrycarshow@bellsouth.com 
Magic Mustangs: Frank Alonso
305 551-6077  Fadatec@aol.com
Muscle Stangs of Miami: Ayanidys Martinez
305 321-0437
Jumpin’ Jack Productions: Jack Corssino
305-214-2277  www.jumpinjackproductions.com 
DB Entertainment Inc.: Dick Barten
954-563-4000  Bandsouth@bellsouth.net 
Cruisin South Florida: Scott the MusicMan 
scott@cuisinsouthflorida.com 
Ft Lauderdale Mustang Club: Mark Patterson
www.flmustangclub.com  
Cobra Joe Productions: Joe Bevelacqua 
jbevsr@msn.com 
VMCCA Sun Coast Chapter.  President David Bobbitt 305 
661-1340 bobbitt@comcast.net 
Russ G Events: Russ Gagliano III
russ@russgevents.com

Isabel Morales 02
Mariela Perez 09
Edward Sheppard 17
Liz Smith 17

JULY
H A P P Y  B I R T H D AY

J U L Y  2 0 1 8  V O L U M E  2 0 ,  # 74

My apologies, If I have missed your birthday it is because I do not have 
your information. Please contact me to update your records.

To all members
Remember that this newsletter goes to press the 15th of 
each month. Please remember the date!. If you want your 
article to appear, I need it by the 15th!
We welcome any contributions that members can make 
to our newsletter! This year We want to feature stories 
about YOUR 1955 Thunderbird. 
Do you have any interesting photos of your car? Send it 
to me!. Do you have any interesting story about your car? 
Send them to me!



President’s Message   PAUL WERNER

Paul Werner 
President - 2018
Classic Thunderbird Club of South Florida  

Last month, our annual brunch on Thunderbird Appreciation Day 
was a great success, despite the fact that we had to appreciate 
our automotive works of art in our garages. Though the weather 
was miserable and wet, we have a great time in the comfort of a 
dry dining room. Everyone had a great time, talking, laughing and 
eating. I want to thank those involved in setting it up, including 
Oscar, Ed, Gail, and anyone else I failed to mention that helped, for 

JUNE 2018

doing a great job, as well as the club staff. I believe we have a great 
location for this event.

The new system for checking in at the meeting is working out great. 
Selecting your meal choice as you sign in, and paying, has simplified 
things. Gabriel does not have to count raised hands, several times, 
and the treasurer can socialize instead of collecting money.

We have a lot of events coming up to keep you and your car busy. 
In addition to regular meetings (remember, the November meeting 
is one week earlier), we have the Sebring trip, the rally, and our 
Holiday party. In addition, we are looking into putting together a 
breakfast or luncheon, so we can get together in the dry daylight to 
check out each other’s cars.

I believe that you are now reading high quality. engaging newsletter. 
A big thanks to our editor Ed.

Lastly, I want to thank Peter for the wonderful job he has done for 
many years as our treasurer. Oscar is taking over as treasurer, and 
a new member, Eli Barry, is taking Oscar’s position on our board. 
Thanks for stepping up.

Please feel free to contact me with suggestion, comments, or 
criticisms at 56-613-5715 or drpaul4kids@gmail.com, at any time/

Happy trails to you,
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Upcoming Classic Car Events-Car Shows
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4 GREAT SOURCES FOR On-Line CAR SHOW INFORMATION

Benefitcarshows.com

Cruisinsothflorida.com

Flacarshows.com

Southdadecarshow.com 

	  

	  

	  

	  



	   	  

Monthly Classic Car Cruise-In                                                  
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I encourage all New Club Members to join 
CTCI as soon as possible and Current 
Members to keep your CTCI membership 
up to date.

Felipe Cos founded our CTCI Chapter, 
#114 for South Florida in November 1998. 
Since then our club has hosted a CTCI 
International Convention in 2004 and 
grown to include 50 member families.

Look at the benefits of membership. For 
myself, I have saved a lot of time and 
money by visiting Gil’s Garage, hosted 
by Gil Baumgartner CTCI Authenticity 
Chairman and ‘Thunderbird Guru’ and the 
Early Bird Club magazine is full of great 
articles and Club stories! 

I have included the current CTCI 
membership application, which is available 
www.ctci.org in an editable .pdf format. 

CTCI Classic Thunderbird Club International Membership

CTCI Classic Thunderbird Club 
International Membership

CTCI Classic Thunderbird Club

Online Renew for 1 year 2018 for $37.50
or signup for 3 years at $105.00
(35.00 a year)

Online Renew for 1 year 2018 for $37.50 or signup for 3 years 
at $105.00 (35.00 a year)
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LASSICC

SO AU IDTH ORFL
CLUB

CALL TO ORDER

Meeting was called to order by President Paul Werner at 6:55 
pm. Paul announced that for future meetings, happy hour would 
start at 6 pm and membership meetings would be starting at 7. 
The change makes driving times easier.

NEW MEMBER INTRODUCTION: We welcomed Don Frakes, 
the new owner of a 1957 white, manual transmission Bird he 
purchased in February, with Florida tag “1957 T Bird”, no less! 
And it turns out that Don knows Poppy Madden. In 1978 Poppy 
sold her ’55 Bird to Don, who has since sold it. Don also knows 
Richard and Gina Crochet!

TREASURER’S REPORT: Our new treasurer is Oscar Castro. 
The transfer of the accounts and records is almost complete. 
Thanks so much to Peter Klein, who served as treasurer for 4 
years!

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Paul thanked Gina Crochet for doing 
the minutes for two months in Gail’s absence. It was moved, 
seconded and approved to dispense with the reading of the 
minutes.

OLD BUSINESS:

(REMINDER: Our Club website is a wealth of information! 
Please check it regularly for important updates to all activities. 
www.tbirdfl.com)

BRUNCH REPORT: The event was a success, with everyone 
enjoying themselves and no negative comments or suggestions. 
As it was such a heavy rainfall, there were few Birds in 
attendance, but membership attendance was excellent.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

September 14-16

Sebring Thunder Road Trip

More details and registration will be posted at www.tbirdfl.com

This is a fun event, and everyone especially enjoys the laps 
around the Sebring International Raceway on Sunday.

More details on the Car Show part of the Road Trip, can be found 
at the Sebring Thunder website:

http://www.sebringthunder.net/

October 19-21

Lake Mirror Road Trip

C L A S S I C  T H U N D E R B I R D  C L U B  O F  S O U T H  F L O R I D A
Executive Board Meeting . June 20, 2018

MEMBERSHIP  MEET ING 
More details and registration will be posted at www.tbirdfl.com.

We will be driving over to Lakeland together for a superb car 
show. More details on the Car Show part of the Road Trip, can be 
found on the show’s website: https://www.midfloridaautoshow.
com/ (if you wish to enter your car in the show, registrations will 
begin in July. There is a downtown show covering many blocks 
and the Lake Mirror show is an invitational Concours).

November 2-4

This will be our last 300 mile rally. This trip will include an 
evening activity of the Mystery Murder Dinner Train.

More info: mystery train: https://semgulf.com/murder-mysteries/. 
Please note that all registrations for this trip will be done on the 
www.tbirdfl.com website. In future years we will be having 500 
Mile Rallies. 2020 is the 10th anniversary of our Club Rally, and 
we will celebrate by launching the first ever Felipe Cos Memorial 
500 Mile Rally!

To avoid confusion, starting in 2020, our “sister” rally, the current 
Florida Car Marathon 500 Mile Rally will henceforth be known as 
the Florida Car Marathon 1000 Mile Rally, south Florida’s own 
version of the famous Italian Mille Miglia!

December 8

Our annual Holiday Party! It will be at the same venue as last 
year.

OUR TROPICAL PARK CAR SHOW: Oscar announced that he 
believes he has found a sponsor to cover the cost of tee shirts 
for our next show. (Sunday, January 27, 2019).

PAID MEMBER BREAKFAST: Ed will present a report next 
month on the venue he is checking.

NEW BUSINESS: In addition to our black or white “camp, dress 
shirts”, we will be making available a long sleeve, dry-fit shirt 
for a warm weather alternative for shows and daytime events. 
Everyone likes the sun block feature! Shirt orders will be on the 
website shortly.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: On July 3 there is a Miami Springs car 
show on the circle from 6pm until 10 pm

Meeting adjourned at 7:10 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Gail Corenblum
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Annual Brunch & Thunderbird
Appreciation Day
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This year, on May 20th, we celebrated Thunderbird Appreciation Day with a gala Brunch 
at the Miami Shores Country Club. Thunderbird Appreciation Day was created in 2017 
by the three Major international Thunderbird Clubs, CTCI, ITC and Vintage Thunderbird, 
to establish a day to recognize the uniqueness of the Ford Thunderbird The weather, 
however, with a 100% prediction of rain, did not co-operate, so only 2 brave hearts 
brought their cars!

 Not to be deterred from having a great time nearly 30 Club-member couples and a few 
guests arrived to enjoy the festivity Starting at 11am. We all enjoyed the party and the 
chance to see some of our members who don’t usually get to make it to the monthly 
meetings. Leo, Ernie and Georgina celebrated birthdays! New member, Don Frakes, 
brought his White 57 Thunderbird for the members to see, as he was one of the “Brave 
Hearts” who ventured out in the rain.



The First Thunderbird                                                  By Stuart Corenblum

It was February of 1957 and my mother, father, 2 sisters and I 
were sitting down to have family dinner as we did almost every 
night in our home in Coral Gables. In the middle of dinner, the 
phone rang, and I knew it wouldn’t be for my sisters or me, as 
all of our friends knew that we weren’t allowed to have phone 
calls during dinner. My father answered the phone and instead of 
hanging up, he had a conversation. When he came back to the 
table, he sat down, smiled at my mom, and said “We just got a 
new car, and it is a red ’57 Ford Thunderbird convertible”. I was 
flabbergasted, as I was already car crazy at that age. My older 
sister was just about to get her driver’s license and somehow, 
we were going to have a Ford Thunderbird. It seems as though 
my father, who was in the building supply business in Miami, 
had won the car in a sales contest for the Panelyte Corporation. 
(Panelyte was the first competitor to Formica). 

Mother and Dad flew to New York where the presentation was 
made, and Dad received the keys and the associated plaques 
along with the car. For business reasons, Dad then flew home, 
and my mother and her brother drove the car back from New York 
to Miami. And there, in our front driveway, was the most beautiful 
thing that this 12-year-old had ever seen. Dad sold his ’54 Ford 
Customline Sedan to make room for the new car. What great 
fun the family had with our new “toy”! But it was, unfortunately, 
very short lived. As a family of five, and a 6-foot tall father, the 
Thunderbird just wasn’t a good fit. In six months, Dad decided 
it was time for a change. A week later, Dad came home with a 
replacement. He had traded our beautiful red Thunderbird for a 
’57 Plymouth convertible. I guess he was bitten by the convertible 
bug! While I never got to drive the Bird, I was also smitten by the 
Thunderbird. I promised myself that one day I would own one. 
The picture shows my father when he received the keys to the 
Thunderbird in New York. Note the black wall tires and the dog-
dish hubcaps. Panelyte didn’t go overboard in selecting options! 

P.S. I did keep the promise I made to myself, and I purchased 
my first Thunderbird in 1970.

Stuart’s Dad receives the Keys to the “First” Thunderbird

Stuart’s 1957 Thunderbird owned since 1970 and driven every day!
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GUS MACHADO

GUS MACHADO

OF HIALEAH

OF KENDALL

5

1200 West 49th Street
Hialeah, Florida 33012

.822.3211
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Larry’s Thunderbird & Mustang Parts • 1180 California Ave. #B • Corona, CA 92881
Find us On The Web At: www.larrystbird.com
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Restoration Parts
& Accessories
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