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I encourage all New Club Members to join 
CTCI as soon as possible and Current 
Members to keep your CTCI membership 
up to date.

Felipe Cos founded our CTCI Chapter, 
#114 for South Florida in November 1998. 
Since then our club has hosted a CTCI 
International Convention in 2004 and 
grown to include 50 member families.

Look at the benefits of membership. For 
myself, I have saved a lot of time and 
money by visiting Gil’s Garage, hosted 
by Gil Baumgartner CTCI Authenticity 
Chairman and ‘Thunderbird Guru’ and the 
Early Bird Club magazine is full of great 
articles and Club stories! 

I have included the current CTCI 
membership application, which is available 
www.ctci.org in an editable .pdf format. 

CTCI Classic Thunderbird Club International Membership

International Membership

CTCI Classic Thunderbird Club

Online Renew for 1 year 2018 for $37.50
or signup for 3 years at $105.00
(35.00 a year)
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Our meetings are held the Third Wednesday of 
each month at The Trattoria Pampered Chef
7347 Miami Lakes Dr. Miami Lakes FL 33014
Our Host is Gabriel Nash.

CORNEReditor’s REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING
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Hi Thunderbird Club Members,

Our Annual Club sponsored “open” Car Show was again, this year a success! Look in 
this issue for complete coverage and photos.

We have been approached by the ITC International Thunderbird Club, namely “Bart” 
Bartasavich, the Clubs’ President and Member Database Mgr. to become a chapter 
in the South-East District. They have over 4500 total members in the US as well as 
Canada, Denmark, Germany, New Zealand, Norway, Spain & Puerto Rico. Some of us 
already have ITC Memberships.

24 years old, the ITC Club supports Thunderbirds from ALL YEARS of manufacture, not 
just the “Early Birds”, which some of our members will find appealing. They have a team 
of technical advisors specializing in all the years including Marvin Hill on the 55-57 cars. 
A presentation will be made to the members attending at the February General meeting. 
In the meantime, they can be looked up on the Web at

www.intl-thunderbirdclub.com or on Facebook

itc (international thunderbird club) this page is updated hourly!

See you at the Club Show!

I surely appreciate the articles that are being contributed to our Thunderbird News by our 
members. Please keep them coming! Thanks to you all for contributing to this month’s 
edition.

Recently we had some issues solved and a tune-up performed by Paul at Prime Tune. 
Our Baby Bird never ran so smoothly! Special Thanks to Paul & Kathy!

Please remember to support our advertising partners and don’t forget to tell them you 
saw it in The Thunderbird News!

NEWSLETTER CLOSING DATE

To all members: Remember that this newsletter goes to press the 15th of each month.

Our monthly News magazine has lots of useful information, including upcoming Car 
Shows and Cruise-ins, Club contact information and technical articles. From time to time 
information becomes outdated. If you see an error, please let us know!

OLD CARS Weelky GOLDEN QUILL AWARD

for a Collector Car Club Newsletter.

CTCI 2017 Newsletter Competition GOLD AWARD

for our October Rally 2016 Edition

Thunderbird News is the official newsletter of the

Classic Thunderbird Club of South Florida. Our purpose is to 
inform our membership about, club meetings, club activities, 
Classic Car events and articles of interest to Ford Thunderbird 
owners.

Articles may be reproduced with the permission of the author.

The views and opinions expressed in Thunderbird News are those of the named author 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Editor,

The Board of Directors of the Classic Thunderbird Club of South Florida or those of the 
membership.
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ANNUAL
RATES
for advertising
in the newsletter

Full page__ $675.00
1/2 page__ $375.00
1/4 page__ $250.00
Card Size_ $150.00(Non members)
Card Size_  $95.00 (Members only)



INTERNET PAGE
Have you seen our internet page?  We have changed our 
address www.TBirdFL.com  and we have a Facebook page too! 
Search Classic Thunderbird Club South Florida or
www.facebook.com/ThunderbirdClubSouthFLorida
We encourage participation on our Facebook page. Send 
Posts about everything Thunderbird related and we will enjoy 
other “car stuff too. 
Like Museum Visits, Car shows and Cruise Ins you attend. 
And other stuff you think we T-Bird lovers would like. Just 
keep it as clean as your T-Bird on “Detail Day”! 

THUNDERBIRD INFORMATION SUPER HIGHWAY:

2005 Thunderbird: _____________ www.fordautomobiles.com
Ford racing: ___________________ www.fordacing.com
Speedvision: __________________ www.speedvision.com
CTCI’s Home Page: _____________ www.ctci.org
Daytona’s Turkey run: ___________ www.carshows.org
Metroplex EarlyBirds: ___________ www.geocities.com
Arizona Classic T-Bird Club: _____ classic-thunderbird.org
Santa Clara Valley T-Birds: ______ www.tbird.org/scvt
Sierra Nevada Classic T-Bird: ____ www.tbird.org/snctb
Connecticut Area Classic T-Bird: __ www.tbirdsofconn.com
Chicagoland Thunderbirds: _______ www.thunderbirds.org
Potomac Classic T-bird: __________ www.hydratech.com
Old Cars ______________________ www. greatoldcars.com 
Classic T-Bird Club of Chicagoland _ www.ctcc9.com

Our Club’s web page: www.TBirdFL.com

NUMBERS TO KEEP
The following are contact numbers and e-mail address 
you need to have on file:
AACA Ft Lauderdale Region. President Louis Tassi
954-782-0107  www.ftlauderdaleaaca.com 
AACA South Florida Region. President, Ron Mitro
www.aacasouthflorida.club
Auto Appraisal Network: John & Bret Layzell
305-899-9963  www.autoappraisalnetwork.com/miami 
Benefit Car Shows: Oscar Castro
305-467-8196 www.benefitcarshows.com
oscar@benefitcarshows.com
Gerry Car Show: Gerry Perez
786 344-4228  email gerrycarshow@bellsouth.com 
Magic Mustangs: Frank Alonso
305 551-6077  Fadatec@aol.com
Muscle Stangs of Miami: Ayanidys Martinez
305 321-0437
Jumpin’ Jack Productions: Jack Corssino
305-214-2277  www.jumpinjackproductions.com 
DB Entertainment Inc.: Dick Barten
954-563-4000  Bandsouth@bellsouth.net 
Cruisin South Florida: Scott the MusicMan 
scott@cuisinsouthflorida.com 
Ft Lauderdale Mustang Club: Mark Patterson
www.flmustangclub.com  
Cobra Joe Productions: Joe Bevelacqua 
jbevsr@msn.com 
VMCCA Sun Coast Chapter.  President David Bobbitt 305 
661-1340 bobbitt@comcast.net 
Russ G Events: Russ Gagliano III
russ@russgevents.com

Marcia Castro 03
Marcia Padron 03
John Lucey 04
Jose Rosello 06
Roger Peraza 12
Eduardo Alvarez 17
Pat Gormley 18
Mark Forst 20
Natalie Heslekrants 21
Celia Layzell 23
Grace Vazquez 28
Luis Perez 29
Jay Faust 29

MARCHHAPPY BIRTHDAYS IN
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My apologies, If I have missed your birthday it is because I do not have 
your information. Please contact me to update your records.

White vinyl convertible top
Aftermarket Non-original frame included
Very good condition, no rips or tears

PARTS FOR SALE

$900.00
Contact Leo Saladino: leolashlarue@gmail.com



President’s Message   PAUL WERNER

Paul Werner 
President - 2018
Classic Thunderbird Club of South Florida  

Dear Members,

Our club is considering affiliating with an additional national 
organization, the International Thunderbird Club (ITC). First let 
me point out that if we take this step, you, as individual will not 
be forced to join ITC (no pressure there). At the meeting, Ed will 
make a presentation about this, but here it is in a nutshell. ITC is 
more inclusive, covering all Thunderbirds, from the baby birds to, 
those of the 21st Century. If we join, ALL our Thunderbird owners 
will have access to the goods, services, and support of a national 
club. It will also make membership more attractive to local owners 
of their other cars. Do not miss this discussion. From what I have 
read and heard so far, I support our club affiliating with ITC

MARCH 2018

In addition, we will evaluate the car show, start to set up 
arrangement for the auction, and discuss future events.

Your board met last month, and that meeting will also be discussed.

Unfortunately, I cannot attend the meeting, but have made all the 
arrangements and have set up the agenda, so the VP Leo can 
run a great meeting smoothly. I am very sorry but must work in 
Melbourne that day and the distance is too great to get there in 
time.

For a while, some members have asked about a breakfast 
event, where we could meet with our cars. We will be meeting 
on, Saturday, March 10th at Ellie’s 50’s Diner in Delray Beach. 
Even though it is a bit of a drive, it will be a nice opportunity to 
exercise your cars. The club will pay for each member’s breakfast; 
a member benefit. Both the food and the ambiance are terrific 
there. Please RSVP to, drpaul4kids@gmail.com Let me know 
many will attend, if you will be bringing your car, and if there will 
be any self-paying guests.

The R/M | Sotheby’s Auction, April 6-7th. We will need volunteers 
for unloading on APRIL 4th and 5th, as well as during the actual 
auction on 6th and 7th. It is great opportunity to see and drive a 
wide mix of interesting cars. This is a big money maker for us 
our club, which helps makes some events free to club members, 
and reduces the cost of others. So, when the call comes shortly, 
please step up and get involved.

We are beginning to organize the Sunday brunch, as well as our 
annual rally, and perhaps another interesting trip. Watch for these 
on our website, www.tbirdfl.com , and our Facebook page, as well 
as in emails and this newsletter.

Have fun and a great meeting,
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To all members
Remember that this 
newsletter goes to press the 
15th of each month. Please 
remember the date!. If you 
want your article to appear, I 
need it by the 15th!
We welcome any 
contributions that members 
can make to our newsletter! 
This year We want to feature 
stories about YOUR 1955 
Thunderbird. 
Do you have any interesting 
photos of your car? Send 
it to me!. Do you have any 
interesting story about your 
car? Send them to me!



Upcoming Classic Car Events-Car Shows
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4 GREAT SOURCES FOR 
On-Line CAR SHOW 
INFORMATION

Benefitcarshows.com

Cruisinsothflorida.com

Flacarshows.com

Southdadecarshow.com 

	  

	  

	  

	  



	   	  

Monthly Classic Car Cruise-In                                                  
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GUS MACHADO

GUS MACHADO

OF HIALEAH

OF KENDALL

5

1200 West 49th Street
Hialeah, Florida 33012

.822.3211

JANUARY 2012 VOLUME 14 , #1
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Larry’s Thunderbird & Mustang Parts • 1180 California Ave. #B • Corona, CA 92881
Find us On The Web At: www.larrystbird.com

Dedicated to Excellence

Supplying Concours-
Quality Upholstery, 

Parts and Accessories
for Over 45 Years!

HGreat Prices!
HHuge Inventory!
HExperienced 
   Parts Specialists!
HFast Shipping!

Call Today!
(800) 854-0393

Order your FREE Catalog!

GO FOR THE QUALITY

Restoration Parts
& Accessories



18th Annual Club Car Show   ED RAABE

The weather prediction turned dire by the middle of the week before our Sunday show 
with 80% change of thunderstorms predicted by noon! We all figured we were going to get 
a repeat of last year’s washout, but Oscar informed us, Rain or Shine , the show MUST 
go on, no rain date! Well, someone “upstairs’ must have heard our prayers, because late 
Saturday afternoon, the forcast completely changed to clouds with mixed sun and only a 
slight chance of a storm around 6pm!

Perfect Car Show weather, Sunny breezy and in the 70’s made for an incredible day!

This show featured the biggest varity of cars we ever had! From Paul Cotner’s Model A to 
a limited production car based on the Pontiac F Body called the Trojan there were some 
unique Marques. The Pontiac Trojan was built by Knudsen Automotive from 1985-1991. 
These cars were commisioned by GM to be built as an affordable alternative to the Ferrari! 
Many of the styling ques invoke the Ferrari 305. 150 are thought to have been produced during that time. The buyer would go to a Pontiac 
Dealer and order the car, customized to your specs, priced from $21,500 up to $55K depending on how wild you got with the engine mods 
and creature comforts. The white example at our Show features the Lambroghini Countach wing!

I was especially happy to see the terrific voluteer turnout by the Club membership. Everything goes much smoother when we have a lot of 
help. Thank you all for continuing to make the Annual Club Car show a Successful Event!

Of the many incredible Cars most notworthy to us Thunderbird Aficionados, is the 
Principality of Monaco Edition 1963 Thundebird owned by Steve and Myrna Wishnick, 
driven all the way from Punta Gorda! (That earned them the Longest Distance award). 
I first met Steve and Myna a few years ago when they traveled down for the Ed Morse 
Show in Sunrise. They are a great couple who love to enlighten you about their unique 
“Princess”.

In 1963 Ford built only 2,000 of these special editon cars that became commonly known as 
the Princess of Monaco. A dark rose-colored long grain vinyl top with landau irons on each 
side “graces” the Corinthian white body. Inside, a white steering wheel, leather interior, 
rosewood dash and accents are exclusive to this edition. Power, the 300hp 390cu in Z Code was standard and an M Code 340hp 
tri-power could be orderd. Steve and Myrna drive their car everyware without hesitation. He told me it cruises all day long at 65 mph with 
plenty of passing power whenever needed. Remember, the drive from Puta Gorda is over 260 miles round trip. Plenty of opportunity to 
“open it up” on the Highway.

This Summer the car will appear at the AACA Musum in Hershey PA included in a special presentation and at the ITC International 
Convention in Buffalo, NY August 7-12th

Another Unique Car, a 1959 Ford Galaxie Skyliner was displayed by Thunderbird Club member, Bob Mayer. Bob has many Classic cars 
including the stunning Red 57 Thunderbird that he showed last year, but he says this Skyliner is his favorite! Back in the mid 1950s Ford 
designers woked on a retractable hard top design intended for the Lincoln Mk 2 Continental.

That concept was applied to the 1957 and 58 Fairlane and finally in 1959 to the new top of the line Galaxie.
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Club Thunderbirds were on display, including George Bishopric’s recently restored and new member, Miguel Perez’s 56 Cars.
Retro Birds surround past President, Peter Klein.

More fabulous Ford products on display!

The General is represnted. Award winning 57 Olds and Leo Smith’s Chevell SS. MOPAR Award winnings Charger and Challanger SRT
Club members staffing the Show Tent, Trophys and President Paul handing out the Awards.
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The purpose of this Thunderbird 
registry is to find and document as 
many of these fine cars as possible.  
All information is welcome, even if 

the car has been totaled, parted out, 
or sold to a new owner.  

To this date I have registered 
over 17,000 Classic Thunderbirds 

worldwide.  

To register your Thunderbird, please 
send the VIN and all other codes 

from

the data plate on your Thunderbird 
to:  

David Tulowitzky 

14191 Tudball Ave.

Port Charlotte, FL 33953

Ph. 941-764-0312

or email: tulobird@aol.com

HAVE YOU REGISTERED
YOUR CLASSIC
THUNDERBIRD? CTCI NEWS

DUES ARE DUE in NOVEMBER each year $35.00 MEMBERSHIP ARE DUE By DEC. 1st,
To become a member or renew your membership, please go online to www.TBirdFL.com 

Checks may be sent to:
THE CLASSIC THUNDERBIRD CLUB OF SOUTH FLORIDA

Attention: Peter Klein, Treasurer
4133 Park Ave. Miami FL 33133

Early Bird owners, Don’t forget your CTCI membership 
See the membership information in this issue and in Early Bird magazine, November-

December edition.

CLASSIC THUNDERBIRD CLUB OF SOUTH FLORIDA
C.T.C.I. CHAPTER #114                     Dedicated to preservation of the Classic Thunderbird

http://www.thunderbirdclubsouthflorida.com

Classic Thunderbird Club of South Florida

c/o Peter Klein

4133 Park Ave. Miami, FL 33133

MEMBERSHIP YEAR 2018 APPLICATION / RENEWAL

Mail to: Classic Thunderbird Club S FL . c/o Peter Klein . 4133 Park Ave. Miami, FL 33133 
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CALL TO ORDER

In President Paul Werner’s absence, the meeting was called to 
order at 7:00 pm by Leo Saladino, vice president. Leo apologized 
for Paul’s necessary absence.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Peter Klein reported that the treasury 
is in good shape and we have the money we’ll need to continue 
to enjoy our social events. But Peter reminded us of the necessity 
of getting as many drivers as possible for the April auction. He 
plans to send out emails every two weeks for reminders and 
requests. Peter told us that the driving would be at our comfort 
level. If we were asked to drive a vehicle in which we wouldn’t be 
comfortable, a different car would be appointed. The driving is up 
the ramp to the building entrance, after which the car would be 
pushed by auction personnel onto the stage. Then it’s a drive to 
the circular turnstile and out. This year we have not been asked 
to drive for unloading and there is not an auction on Sunday. Our 
drivers are needed Friday, Saturday and Monday. The Mercury 
Club could supply 8-10 drivers and the Studebaker Club could 
help also, but we need as many for our club as we can muster. 
Members are asked to bring friends. Oscar told us that our dues 
are only $35 per year, but the club spends approximately $280 
for each member couple. We depend on the funds from the 
auction.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Gail read the minutes of the January 
17 board meeting.

OLD BUSINESS:

CAR SHOW JANUARY 28, REPORT:

Oscar told us that he is working on finding a sponsor for the tee 
shirts for next year. He explained that he had asked 6 unbiased 
attendees to judge for the Best of Show. The class judging is by 
attendees. The profit from the show was $906 and the net to the 
club was $530 after the $376 donation to McPherson College. 

ELLIE’S DINER EVENT:

March 10 at 9 am. 410 N Federal Hwy, Delray Beach, FL 33483

The Club will pay for breakfast for all paid members in attendance. 
Paul will send out further information. A show of hands was 
requested and 8 people said they are planning to go.

NEW BUSINESS:

Raul is opposed to the club spending money on tee shirts for the 
car show and reducing the club profit when everyone works so 
hard on the event. He made a motion that we should only give 

C L A S S I C  T H U N D E R B I R D  C L U B  O F  S O U T H  F L O R I D A

LASSICC

SO AU IDTH ORFL
CLUB

Recorded by Gail Corenblum, SecretaryExecutive Board Meeting . February 21, 2018

MINUTES  OF  MEET ING 
out tee shirts if they are paid for by a sponsor, at no expense to 
the club. Poppy seconded. Ed explained that the board decided 
on spending money on tee shirts as an enticement for better 
registration of cars at the show. Leo also talked about the 
need for goodie bags for participants. It’s come to be expected 
at shows. Oscar asked that ALL members try to get business 
people to donate for the goodie bags. 

Bob Heslekrants asked if he could make a friendly amendment 
to Raul’s motion that tee shirts would be offered for sale at 
registration. Raul agreed. The motion was amended and passed 
unanimously (The Club will not fund tee shirts for the car show. 
They will either be sponsored or purchased by participants).

INTERNATIONAL THUNDERBIRD CLUB:

Ed reminded us that Felipe Cos had founded our club 20 
years ago this November as a chapter of Classic Thunderbird 
International Club, chapter 114. CTCI is one of three national 
Thunderbird clubs (CTCI, Vintage Thunderbird Club and 
International Thunderbird Club), but they are the only one 
exclusively devoted to the early birds, 1955-57. Ed and Paul were 
approached by International Thunderbird Club for membership. 
ITC gives support to all Birds, 1955 through 2005: Retro Birds, 
newer birds, early birds, little birds, square birds, flare birds, 
bullet birds, glamour birds. They offer a welcome package, a 
magazine, Script, that is published bimonthly, a very active 
Facebook page, and most importantly, they can offer support to 
all Bird owners and our club membership includes Thunderbirds 
of various years. They will be having an international convention 
(this year, August 7-12 in Buffalo, NY). Ed has spoken with the 
Buffalo chapter president Todd Ruth who and nothing but great 
things to say about his Clubs’ participation with ITC.  We can still 
continue in the CTCI. There would be no cost to the club, and 
the only requirement is that 6 of our club members would need 
to take membership in ITC. The membership fee is $30 a year. 
Several of our members have said that they will join. Ed will be 
our representative with the national organization. Leo seconded 
Ed’s motion for us to join and it passed unanimously.

FELIX AND DAISY HERNANDEZ:

Felix and Daisy, charter members of our club who were always 
very involved, have resigned due to family needs. The executive 
board voted to make them “Lifetime Members Emeritus”.

DOO WOP CONCERT:

Poppy announced that the concert at FAU in Boca Raton 
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on March 10 is almost entirely sold out. There are still some 
individual seats remaining. She will be attending.

GUESTS:

Poppy introduced her friend, Alan, visiting from Germany. Alan 
has a 1964 1/2 Mustang he bought from Dave Siegel. It has 
won many awards in Germany, even taking Best of Show in a 
Mustang show which had between 500-600 cars in attendance.

Richard Manzo introduced a friend and new member, Naymara 
Cruz, who has been his family friend for 25 years. The Cruz’s 
own a 1983 Mustang V6 3.8 convertible. Welcome Naymara! 
And a special “thank you” to Richard. This is the seventh new 
member he has brought!

ANNOUNCEMENT:

Bob Toney told us that his wife of 58 years, Jane, has dementia 
and she is residing in a special needs facility. Jane is remembered 
for her pink thunderbird with a Christmas tree in back. Jane is 
doing well, still singing and dancing. Bob takes her home on 
weekends and is looking into keeping her at home.

MEAN SANTA:

Raul brought up that he believes $10 for Mean Santa gifts is just 
too low, and the Mean Santa part of the Christmas party is fun 
and should not be changed. Peter asked how many people had 
brought gifts and went home with gifts they weren’t happy with. 
We discussed gag gifts, which can be reasonable to purchase. 
Georgina said that she really enjoyed the Mean Santa, and it 
isn’t so much about the gift but about the experience. Peter 
suggested that the board will discuss it further closer to the end 
of the year.

ADJOURNMENT:

Stuart motioned, and Jean Claude seconded adjournment at 
8:50 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Gail Corenblum
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Classic Thunderbird Club of South Florida

The International Thunderbird Club (ITC) is open to all 1955 to 
2005 Thunderbird owners and enthusiasts along with other T-Bird 
club organizations. Numerous ITC members, including me, 
belong to CTCI and VTCI. ITC encourages all clubs to join the 
other clubs to help support the Thunderbird, share ideas, T-Birds, 
and technical advice. ITC has one of the largest Thunderbird 
Facebook pages in the world with over 4,400 T-Bird Facebook 
members posting daily from around the world.

Numerous CTCI and VTCI chapters have joined ITC. Last year 
the ITC/VTCI chapter, Hoosier Vintage Thunderbird Club, hosted 
the ITC chapter. This year the convention will be hosted by ITC/
CTCI chapter Buffalo Thunderbird Club. ITC/CTCI chapter 
Pitt Birds Thunderbird Club has stated that they are happy with 
the support ITC’s provides them. ITC/VTCI Water Wonderland 
Thunderbird Club from Michigan has stated they are also pleased 
with ITC’s support and never have received support from VTCI.

ITC is very proud of the number of clubs that have joined ITC. 
Recently three new chapters have joined ITC La Louisiane 
Thunderbird Club, Louisiana; Classic Thunderbird Club of 
Central Ohio; and Central Alabama Thunderbird Club with a few 
more chapters being organized.

The benefit of becoming an ITC chapter is the additional exposure 
to the T-Bird world. Chapters have stated, they have grown as 
a result of their ITC relationship. ITC promotes its chapters by 
listing their major events in the ITC Script magazine and on the 
ITC website. ITC also promotes chapters events and members 
on ITC Facebook. ITC has Technical Advisors for all T-Birds, 
Marvin Hill, Hill Automotive, is one of the technical advisors for 
the 1955-57 T-Bird. Steven Legal is Technical Advisor for the 
20-05 Retro Birds. ITC is sponsored by most of the Thunderbird 
vendors including Thunderbird Specialists for 2002-05 Retro-
birds.

There is no charge to become an ITC chapter. Three ITC members 
are required for approval with a total of six by the end of the year. 
If you are not satisfied with being an ITC chapter, you can simply 
request to end the chapter relationship.

As president of the International Thunderbird Club, I encourage 
some of your members to join ITC and become an ITC chapter. 
Feel free to email or call me anytime if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Gerard (Bart) Bartasavich

ITC President

Gerard (Bart) Bartasavich President
International Thunderbird Club
P O Box 24041
Pepper Pike, OH 44124
(216) 375-2808
gebart@ameritech.net




