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Make your dream happen.
• 3 LOCATIONS NATIONWIDE • HUGE IN-STOCK INVENTORIES  

• 24/7 PHONE SUPPORT • LOW SHIPPING RATES

1957 Thunderbird

“Hello, I just wanted to give praise to your company and the 
great job you do.  In a world that seems to lack in customer  
service, as well as a complete business plan, your company  
is head and shoulders above the rest.  Being a long time car  

restorer, tech advisor and a shop supervisor, it is a pleasure to 
deal with a company of your quality.  Through the years I have 
tried other companies but your company is the best...  Once 
again thanks for providing a great service to the car hobby.”    

Brent B. — Iowa

R e s t o R i n g  A m e R i c A n  H i s t o R y

55-57 THUNDERBIRD

VISIT US AT WWW.NATIONALPARTSDEPOT.COM
Restoration/Performance Parts & Accessories

FREE Parts Catalogs Call 24/7 800-874-7595

FLORIDA DEPOT  
800-874-7595  

900 SW 38th Ave  
Ocala, FL 34474

MICHIGAN DEPOT  
800-521-6104

2435 S Haggerty Rd  
Canton, MI 48188

N CAROLINA DEPOT 
800-368-6451

7000 MacFarlane Blvd  
Charlotte, NC 28262

3 LOCATIONS  
WALK IN HOURS  
Mon. - Fri. 8am-7pm  
Sat. - Sun. 9am-5pm

Copyright © 2016 by National Parts Depot, All Rights Reserved

Follow Us On

ThunderNews-7.5x9.5_110915.indd   1 11/9/15   4:58 PM



Our meetings are held the Third Wednesday of 
each month at The Trattoria Pampered Chef
7347 Miami Lakes Dr. Miami Lakes FL 33014
Our Host is Gabriel Nash.
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Hello Club Members,                                                   

We are all excited about the Rallye/Tour this month on the 16th  thru the 18th ! At our 
August Club meeting Oscar gave us a lession on how to Rallye at his Rally School. 
See what the Rallye is all about in this isseue. I reprised the Rallye schedule, since 
there was an itinerary change for the last day, Sunday, that eliminated the Murder 
Train as most patrticipants wanted to get back home earlier in the day.  We will also 
have a Luau in the planning for October! 

RALLYE TIME!
Oscar Castro, our Club President, has put together a 300 mile Road Rallye and Tour 
for September 16th thru 18th with highlights like the Sebring Thunder Car Fest, with 
burnouts and track laps, visits to the Treasures Museum,  a Wine tasting in Sebring 
and a Dinner at Harpoon Harry’s and oh, so much more!

This issue will be devoted to the Rallye Itinereary and Instructions. By the way you 
will see Rallye spelled 2 different ways, but that’s OK. I like the Olde English way 
myself. That goes for a lot of things! 

Recently we have been honored by receiving the OLD CARS Weelky 2015 GOLDEN 
QUILL AWARD for a Collector Car Club Newsletter  and we have received recognition 
in the Early Bird July – August edition Thank you all who have contribtued stories 
and pictures in 2015. We again compete among hundreds of Club publications for 
2016!   

 Pictures of the Events are also available for viewing on our Club Facebook Page

www.facebook.com/ThunderbirdClubSouthFLorida

and our club Website www.thunderbirdclubsouthflorida.com 

I surely appreciate the articles that are being contributed to our Thunderbird News 
by our members. Please keep them coming! Top priority will go to articles about 
a Classic Thunderbird of South Florida Events and we welcome any story about 
a Classic Car Event where Thunderbirds appear. Technical articles are much 
appreciated, as some of us do get our fingernails dirty and our knuckles bloodied!

This year I look forward to a short story from EVERY CLUB MEMBER who owns a 
1956 T-Bird for the 2016 Thunderbird News 

Tell us how you found it and why you bought it.

Where and from whom you bought it. i.e. (a nice couple living in Indianapolis who 
had owned it for 20 years)

If it has “history” or “celebrity” 

What condition was it in when you bought it?

What you have had done to it since you became the owner of it

What your plans are for the car in the future 

Believe me, we want to hear about YOUR car!  

You don’t need to be a ‘literary genius’ to write a few lines. I can fix up if you like

Please us Microsoft Word or the Apple Pages 

 If you have favorite pictures of your “baby” please send those also, 1mb or smaller 

 Deadline is the 3rd Thursday of the month right after or month club meeting. 

 Thanks to you all for contributing to this month’s edition,

 

Ed Raabe

SEPTEMBER 2016



INTERNET PAGE

HAPPY BIRTHDAY IN

THUNDERBIRD INFORMATION SUPER HIGHWAY:

2005 Thunderbird: _____________ www.fordautomobiles.com
Ford racing: ___________________ www.fordacing.com
Speedvision: __________________ www.speedvision.com
CTCI’s Home Page: _____________ www.ctci.org
Daytona’s Turkey run: ___________ www.carshows.org
Metroplex EarlyBirds: ___________ www.geocities.com
Arizona Classic T-Bird Club: _____ classic-thunderbird.org
Santa Clara Valley T-Birds: ______ www.tbird.org/scvt
Sierra Nevada Classic T-Bird: ____ www.tbird.org/snctb
Connecticut Area Classic T-Bird: __ www.tbirdsofconn.com
Chicagoland Thunderbirds: _______ www.thunderbirds.org
Potomac Classic T-bird: __________ www.hydratech.com
Old Cars ______________________ www. greatoldcars.com 
Classic T-Bird Club of Chicagoland _ www.ctcc9.com

Have you seen our internet page?  We have changed our 
address www.thunderbirdclubsouthflorida.com and we 
have a Facebook page too! Search Classic Thunderbird 
Club South Florida or

www.facebook.com/ThunderbirdClubSouthFLorida

We encourage participation on our Facebook page. Send 
Posts about everything Thunderbird related and we will 
enjoy other “car stuff too. 

Like Museum Visits, Car shows and Cruise Ins you attend. 
And other stuff you think we T-Bird lovers would like. Just 
keep it as clean as your T-Bird on “Detail Day”! 

Our Club’s web page:

www.thunderbirdclubsouthflorida.com

NUMBERS TO KEEP
The following are contact numbers and e-mail address 
you need to have on file:

AACA Ft Lauderdale Region. President Bob Dunn
954-563-7696  www.ftlauderdaleaaca.com 

AACA South Florida Region. President, Ron Mitro
305-467-8196  www.aaca.org/southflorida 

Auto Appraisal Network: John & Bret Layzell
305-899-9963  www.autoappraisalnetwork.com/miami 

Benefit Car Shows: Oscar Castro
305-467-8196 www.benefitcarshows.com
oscar@benefitcarshows.com

Gerry Car Show: Gerry Perez
786 344-4228  email gerrycarshow@bellsouth.com 

Magic Mustangs: Frank Alonso
305 551-6077  Fadatec@aol.com

Muscle Stangs of Miami: Ayanidys Martinez
305 321-0437

Jumpin’ Jack Productions: Jack Corssino
305-214-2277  www.jumpinjackproductions.com 

DB Entertainment Inc.: Dick Barten
954-563-4000  Bandsouth@bellsouth.net 

Cruisin South Florida: Scott the MusicMan 
scott@cuisinsouthflorida.com 

Ft Lauderdale Mustang Club: Mark Patterson
www.flmustangclub.com  

Cobra Joe Productions: Joe Bevelacqua 
jbevsr@msn.com 

VMCCA Sun Coast Chapter.  President David Bobbitt 
305 661-1340 bobbitt@comcast.net 

Russ G Events: Russ Gagliano III
russ@russgevents.com 

My apologies, If I 
have missed your 
birthday it is because 
I do not have your 
information.
Please contact me
to update your 
records.

Peter Klein 11th
Norm Gabe 15th
Connie Danluck 17th
Caridad Morales 18th
Pedro Vidal 19th
Arlene Raabe 22nd
Stuart Corenblum 26th

SEPTEMBER

Q. Who opened the first drive in gas station?

September Auto Trivia

The answer is on the last page!
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Letter from the President   Oscar Castro

Happy Thundering!

Oscar Castro
President - 2016
Classic Thunderbird Club
of South Florida  

CTCI NEWS
DUES ARE DUE in NOVEMBER each year

$35.00 MEMBERSHIP ARE DUE By DEC. 1st,
To become a member or renew your membership

Please go online to
www.thunderbirdclubsouthflorida.com 

Checks may be sent to:
THE CLASSIC THUNDERBIRD CLUB of 

SOUTH FLORIDA
Attention: Peter Klein, Treasurer
4133 Park Ave. Miami FL 33133

Fellow Members, I am incredibly pleased that our meeting 
attendance continues to grow! As the owner of La Trattoria, 
Gabriel, predicted it would happen, for the August meeting, he 
had to move the walk in customers to the patio and give us all 
the space inside the restaurant! The minutes during the meeting 
were largely dedicated to the Rally School and did not follow the 
usual order of Club business.

Attendance at our other activities is also growing, at the annual 
Sunday Brunch this year, we had over 60 people attend! We 
tried a new location and it was very nice. Thank You Daisy and 
your crew for putting together a great event for us.

The registration for the 
Felipe Cos Memorial 
Florida’s 300 Mile Rally 
(September 16-18, 2016) 
already has 25 cars 
registered. Please note that 
there are only 5 discounted 
rooms left in the block that, 
along with the registration, 
will close August 31st. 
There will not be any 

registrations accepted after August 31st. If you are planning on 
going, PLEASE do not delay in registering or you’ll miss a great 
event. Details of the Rally as well as the registration form are 
posted on our website

http://www.thunderbirdclubsouthflorida.com/300-Rally.htm.

We are still waiting for confirmation from the Venetian Isles 
Homeowner’s Association Club House to have our LUAU at their 
lakeside club house. As soon as they confirm the tentative date 
of October 8th, we will confirm with the troupe of Polynesian 
Dancers and the Fire-Knife Dancer, as well as with the very 
special Chef that will cook a great meal for us, right at the feast! 
Remember, this event will be at no cost to our members, just one 
of the ways that we are demonstrating our commitment to invest 
in our members and to thank them for their continued support 
during our activities and their willingness to say “present” when 
we need help with our fundraisers.

Information on all of our activities are posted on our website

www.thunderbirdclubsouthflorida.com, check in often!

Thank you all for being members of the best Classic Thunderbird 
Club in South Florida!
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The Florida’s 300 Mile Rally will take you on a round trip from 
Miami thru various Florida cities before returning you back to 
Miami Classic car drivers, their navigators, and their guests, will 
follow a step-by-step route, visiting new places and enjoying 
scenic landscapes.
The course will stop at different social events designed to 
enhance the enjoyment and excitement of the rally.
Most of all, you will share an unforgettable experience among 
friends, old and new!
We invite you to register and participate in this sensational event!
REGISTRATION IS OPEN!
We have a block of 30 rooms at the $79.00 Rate, don’t wait, 
register and secure your hotel room.
To get the discount, please follow the instructions under the 
“hotel accommodations” section below.
The general schedule and the different trophy classes are below
Sometime this week, we will post additional details on each of 
the specific events.
We will have pictures, menus, etc.
Some of our activities will be done in conjunction with the sebring 
thunder event.
Do not register separately for the sebring thunder.

SEPTEMBER 16-18, 2016
www.ThunderbirdClubSouthFlorida.com
Details & Registration

ROAD RALLY / TOUR

FELIPE COS
MEMORIAL  

The Felipe Cos Memorial Florids 300 Mile Rallye/ Tour

Their registration is included the rally registration.
We will submit payment and the registration file to them.
Please keep in mind that in addition to the social events, this 
is also a rally, so the exact, detailed route cannot be published 
until rally day!
Good luck to all!
Note: “included” as used in the schedule below, means the 
driver, passenger, and guests in the registered car.
IMPORTANT NOTES
BBQ dinner is included for the driver - the extra $10 is for each 
passenger and guest.
One (1) souvenir t-shirt included per car registration, additional 
t-shirts can be ordered and will also be available at the saturday 
show for $15 each.
The burnout competition (included) is optional and may be 
limited to a certain number.
[In order of registration]
HOTEL ACCOMODATIONS
Host hotel – Chateau Elan in Sebring – next to the racetrac, near 
Saturday’s show.
The Kenilworth hotel is the site of reception and BBQ.
Hotel accommodations are $79 per night.
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FRIDAY September 16
Rally Gathering (courtesy FCM) 6:00 AM Coffee/Pastries
Rally Departure Lineup 6:45 AM
Rally Starting Line 7:00 AM SHARP DEPART!
 WE WILL NOT WAIT PAST 7:00 AM 
FRIDAY September 16
Rally - First Leg INCLUDED
Arrive Clewiston INCLUDED
Breakfast INCLUDED
Rally - Second Leg INCLUDED
Arrive Lake Placid INCLUDED
Treasures Museum INCLUDED
Rally - Third Leg INCLUDED
Arrive Sebring INCLUDED
Lunch Reception (Century 21) INCLUDED
Rally - Fourth Leg INCLUDED
Wine Tasting INCLUDED
Rally - Fifth Leg INCLUDED
Hotel Check-in OWN
Welcome Reception (Hotel) INCLUDED
Burnout Competition** INCLUDED
Live Band Concert INCLUDED
Dinner (Cowpoke’s Watering Hole) OWN

RALLYE SCHEDULE
SATURDAY September 17
Breakfast (Host Hotel) INCLUDED
Car Show (Town Circle Sebring) INCLUDED
Car Show T-Shirt (1) INCLUDED
Lunch (Downtown Shops) OWN
Sebring Thunder Noon Roar INCLUDED
Live Band Concert INCLUDED
Dinner [(1) Poolside BBQ Hotel] INCLUDED
Rally Awards (Poolside Hotel) INCLUDED

SUNDAY September 18
Breakfast (Runway Cafe) OWN
Drive the Sebring Track INCLUDED
Scavenger Hunt on Drive: INCLUDED
Drive: Wauchula INCLUDED
Drive: Zolfo Springs INCLUDED
Drive: Arcadia INCLUDED
Arrive at Punta Gorda INCLUDED
Late Lunch - (Oceanside) OWN
Visit to Fisherman’s Village INCLUDED
Leave for Miami INCLUDED

You do not need to register before you reserve your room, call 
now to secure your room.
You need to book two nights, September 16th and 17th.
Must mention the “300 Mile Rally” block, to receive discount
863-385-0111

You can search the web for other hotels in the area, you do not 
need to stay in the host hotel.
Nearby Hotel - Residence Inn & Suites by Marriott - $159 night

RALLY SCHOOL   Oscar Castro

WHAT TYPE OF RALLY:

This will be a European Style Rally, such 
as the Italian Mille Miglia (1,000 Miles) 
Rally. This will be a rally for fun with 
the purpose to teach you how to run a 
European style rally and prepare you to 
participate in other types of rallies. Any 
person that can continuously keep the 
same speed for 2 or 3 miles can make 
this rally. Once you've done one of these 
rallies, you can easily adapt to and follow 
any other type of rally.

WHAT DO YOU NEED:

A navigator (passenger), a GPS, a stop 
watch, and of course, a car. There will be 
two classes for the competition, cars up to 
1999 and from 2000 to current.

WHY THE NAVIGATOR? On the morning 
of the Rally, you will be issued the Rally 
Road Book. The book will contain turn by 
turn instructions which will guide you to 
each destination and it will also tell you 
what speed you must maintain between 
certain road markers, and you must record 
the time that it took you from one marker to 

the other. Obviously, you cannot read the 
book, interpret the instructions, work the 
stop watch, and record the times, while 
at the same time, driving the automobile, 
that's where the Navigator comes in. The 
navigator will be in charge of telling you 
where to turn and at what speed you must 
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be going, he/she will also be working the 
stop watch and recording the times where 
indicated by the Rally Book. The GPS, 
although NOT allowed in most rallies, 
will be OK for this rally. Since you will 
not know the actual destination point of 
each leg, the GPS as a navigator, will not 
be practical, it only use will be to act as 
a speedometer for your vehicle. Older, 
and even some newer cars, are not 100% 
correct when indicating the speed.

Following the GPS speed you will give you 
a better chance of getting it right.

HOW DOES IT WORK?

All of the instructions will be relayed to 
you by the Navigator as he/she follows 
the Rally Road Book. You will be leaving 
from the starting point and will follow the 
instructions at any speed you desire until 
you reach the beginning of an AUTO 
CONTROL, indicated by an odd number, 
where you will START YOUR STOP 
WATCH and drive at the designated 
speed until you pass the end of the AUTO 
CONTROL, indicated by an even number, 
where you will STOP THE STOPWATCH 
and write your time control in the book.

You may continue at any desired speed 
until the next AUTO CONTROL.

Example: Numbers 1, 3, 5, etc. are all 
beginnings for each AUTO CONTROL, 
while numbers 2, 4, 6, etc., are the ending 
for each one. IE: 1-2, 3-4, 5-6 will be the 
first three AUTO CONTROLS and you will 
record the ending times at 2, 4, and 6.

Once you have completed all of the 
segments (AUTO CONTROLS) you 
will copy the time for each one to the 
appropriate space on the last page of the 
book. That last page will be turned in at 
the end of the day where we will validate 
your times.

Only the organizers know the exact 
time that it will take for you to complete 
each AUTO CONTROL. Provided that 
you maintained the constant speed as 
indicated, your times for each segment 
should match your recorded time.

Any seconds over or under will be your 
penalty points. We will only deduct a 
maximum penalty of 60 seconds for each 
leg.

You will each start with 1,000 points and 
the winner will be the one with the most 
points at the end.

PRACTICE:

There will be one AUTO CONTROL at the 
beginning, labeled A and B, A will be the 
start and B will be the end. You will time 
this control, just as you would the regularly 
numbered control, ONLY, for this control, 
we will give you the correct answer. You 
should check this against your actual time 
and determine if you did anything wrong, 
should do it again to feel more at ease, 
or if you are right on the mark! If you 
do the same leg multiple times, you will 
most likely get as many different times, 
just remember, within 60 seconds either 
way, you are in the game. The differences 
may be caused because you clicked on 
the stop watch a little too early or a little 
too late, or you relaxed your foot off the 
accelerator, or someone got in the way 
and you had to compensate to the time 
deviance, any number of reasons!

INSTRUCTION (Rally Road) BOOK:

In the instructions book you will have 7 
columns:

Column #1- The instruction number.

Column #2- The approximate distance 
from the starting point to the designated 
end point of each leg.

There will not be any mileage shown on 
the AUTO CONTROLS.

Column #3- The approximate distance 
from the previous instruction to the next 
instruction.

This section is very important; if you have 
traveled this distance or more, and you 
have not seen the next road marker as 
indicated in the book, then you took a 
wrong turn.

If this happens GO BACK to the completion 
of the last instructions and try again.

Column #4- The actions you have to make 
[turn left, turn right, go straight, etc. etc.]

Column #5- The road sign where you 
initiate the previous column instruction #4; 
it could be a signal light, a mile marker, a 
speed signal, etc. etc.

Column #6- Advises the beginning and 
the end of the auto control

Uneven number is the beginning of AUTO 
CONTROL

Even number is the end of AUTO 
CONTROL

Also it will show the speed you have to 
drive at this AUTO CONTROL.

Column #7- Write your time.

Rally will start EXACTLY at 7.00 a.m. PM 
Friday, September 16 and will finish at the 
hotel.

Trophies will be presented on Saturday 
September 17, right after the Poolside 
BBQ.

You have to follow the designated speed 
only within the AUTO CONTROL, other 
than that; you may go at any speed you 
desire.

ALWAYS follow the speed limits AND 
obey all traffic laws.

In the rally you will never drive over 55 
mph.

This rally “for fun” is a non-profit event; 
the money charged is only to cover 
the expenses of the rally like course 
preparation, books, trophies, etc..

Net proceeds will be donated to a charity. 
For the 2016 Rally, it will be the Cystic 
Fibrosis Research foundation.

This is a FAMILY event, you may bring 
your children, other family members, or 
friends in the car with you.

Be very carefully with the speed limit when 
you are not within an AUTO CONTROL, 
you will be passing several small towns 
with low posted limits.
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GUS MACHADO

GUS MACHADO

OF HIALEAH

OF KENDALL

5

1200 West 49th Street
Hialeah, Florida 33012

.822.3211

JANUARY 2012 VOLUME 14 , #1

2016 AACA NATIONAL/REGION EVENTS 
Check Antique Automobile or www.aaca.org
for more information
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CARD SIZE___  $150.00(NON MEMBERS)

CARD SIZE___  $95.00 (MEMBERS ONLY)

ANNUAL RATES
for advertising
in the newsletter

FULL PAGE____  $675.00
1/2 PAGE______  $375.00
1/4 PAGE______  $250.00

Thunderbird News is the official newsletter of the 
Classic Thunderbird Club of South Florida. Our 
purpose is to inform our membership about, club 
meetings, club activities, Classic Car events and 
articles of interest to Ford Thunderbird owners.

Articles may be reproduced with the permission of the 
author.

The views and opinions expressed in Thunderbird 
News are those of the named author and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of the Editor, The 
Board of Directors of the Classic Thunderbird Club of 
South Florida or those of the membership.

Tech Corner reprinted with permission from CASCO



Meeting called by Oscar Castro
Oscar Castro, President
Type of meeting: Rally Instructions
Facilitator: Oscar Castro
Recording the Minutes: Shelley Faust

THE MINUTES

Business Agenda item: The Felipe Cos Memorial Florida’s 
300 Mile Rally.

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was supposed to start at 
6:30 but it was not called to order till 6:50PM.

Oscar handed out folders that explained the rally before the 
meeting started.

We were all reminded that the purpose of the rally is to have 
fun.

Oscar has way over 100 hours in planning this rally.

Here are some of the tidbits he gave us:

Most segments will be at 45 mph. A few will be at 35.

If you do not follow the instructions and correct yourself on 
wrong turns and really get lost or do not follow the directions, 
you are out of the rally.

We will be starting out at Sawgrass Recreation Park between 
6:00 — 6:45AM. This is at Okeechobee and Griffin Road. The 
first car will leave at 7:00AM. You must be on time.

Only one segment is over 4 miles.

Please review the folder that Oscar gave out. He will be giving 
an actual bound book that will be bound together that you 
must follow and record in. You do not have to record mileage, 
only the time in whole minutes and tenths of second.

At MM 28 take time.

The mistakes in the example book will be corrected in the 
bound book. The actual book will have the actual segments in 
segments 1 & 2.

There will be 29 clues. Oscar gave us the clues for Daisy 
Road and Klein Street.

Breakfast will be Al Fresco in about 50 miles from the start, 

C L A S S I C  T H U N D E R B I R D  C L U B  O F  S O U T H  F L O R I D A

LASSICC

SO AU IDTH ORFL
CLUB

BY SHELLY FAUSTAugust 17th, 2016 6:30 PM at Trattoria Pampered Chef, Miami Lakes

MINUTES  OF  MEET ING 
where we will all regroup.

Each car will have a number on it.

Oscar Castro said we should not follow him as he is hauling 
water, gas, food, etc. and needs to be the first one at the stops 
to set up and the last one to leave to make sure everyone is 
on course.

It is important for the Navigator to tell the driver that he is 
going at the right pace and distance and tell the driver about 
the signs to look for.

When you are driving and following the directions please note 
that it might be hard to see the words: blvd. street, road.

Peter told us that Gary was involved in a car accident before 
the meeting.

A list with phone numbers would be good to have for the rally.

If you stop to sightsee please make sure that the other cars 
do not follow you in doing so.

Giovanni Gutierrez will be taking pictures and recording our 
wonderful weekend.

There will be a reception in town, a reception at the hotel and 
a wine tasting on Friday.

The hotel we are staying at is a very nice hotel, but remember 
it is 100 years old give or take.

No one at the meeting mentioned that they will doing the 
burn—out at Sebring

We don’t know when we will get on the track Sunday. It will 
depend on when the Porsche club breaks for lunch. For that 
reason, we are not sure yet when we will have Breakfast. We 
might have it at 9:00 AM but we cannot plan the exact time 
now.

Sunday will be the Scavenger hunt. On Sunday we should get 
to Punta Gorda for lunch around 2 — 2:30.

To reiterate Oscar Castro wants everyone to know that this 
was Felipe’s dream in 2014 that we will be fulfilling.

Motion to adjourn: The room was a bit in havoc and it was 
hard to tell how many people made the motion to adjourn 
around 7:45PM.
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The CTCI Board of Directors has voted to 
approve the sanctioning of the 2016 International 
Convention in San Diego, California. It will 
be co-hosted by the Earlybirds of Southern 
California and the Classic Thunderbirds of 
San Diego, to be held September 13-18, 2016 
at the Crowne Plaza Hotel 2270 Hotel Circle 
North, San Diego, CA 92108 Phone 1-800-
2- Crowne The room rate is $124 per night, 
promo code ‘2016 Thunderbird Convention’. 
The Hotel with start taking reservations in 
October 2015. Registration forms will be in the 
January- February 2016 Early Bird. 

Plans for the event include a Polynesian 
style welcome pool party, a tour of the USS 
Midway, including a luncheon at the Bow area, 
the Corvette Challenge at the Corvette Diner, 
a Scenic coastal cruise drive to the San Diego 
Botanical Garden, an Outing to the Viejas 
Casino and Outlet Center, finishing off with the 
Concours d’ Elegance and Awards Banquet.

For further information look for updates at 
www.CTCI.org

Or contact Martha Lazdins

949-6611426 hmlazdins@att.net

or Alan Custinger,

760-745-9345 1940mv8@cox.net 

CTCI NEWS Announcing the 2016 International Convention in San Diego, CA
“FUN, FUN, FUN in THE CALIFORNIA SUN”
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CAR SHOWS
CLASSIC CAR EVENTS                                                  

U P C O M I N G

	  

	  

	  

	  

Benefitcarshows.com

Cruisinsothflorida.com

Flacarshows.com

Southdadecarshow.com 

4 GREAT SOURCES FOR On-Line 
CAR SHOW INFORMATION



CRUISE-INS

	  

	  

	  

CLASSIC CAR EVENTS                                                  
U P C O M I N G
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Annual Classic Thunderbird Club Brunch                               BY ED RAABE

August 7th The Classic Thunderbird Club of South Florida 
members attended a wonderful brunch at the Miami Shores 
County Club, in Miami Shores.

This is an annual event we all enjoy because we get to socialize 
with many members, who cannot make our monthly meeting 
dinners, due to schedule conflict during the week.

This must have been true because, we had, including family 
members and a few guests, 67 people attending! The Miami 
Shores Country Club provides a fantastic “Buffet Spread” in a 
beautiful setting. We all got a chance to catch up on what was 
new with our lives, including even a few Thunderbird related 
stories! I was good to see all our Thunderbird Family having a 
great time. Despite the heat, a few of us went out to the parking 
lot to look over the cars and swap stories and solve some issues 
we are having. With a club this size we have a large wealth 
of knowledge and good sources to get most mechanical and 
cosmetic issues handled. Speaking about the heat, some of our 
cars are equipped with the original Thunderbird air conditioning, 
2 windows and a top that goes down! Since it’s the rainy season 
top down is not an option!

Although Angel and Isabel Morales did show up in their 55 
“Topless”. The Gals were all complaining about the heat! Raul 
Dominguez, made a few wives “happy” by exclaiming “we had 
to turn our AC down, it was so cold”! His Minter built 56 has a 
“real” air conditioner. Needless to say I am now researching a 
AC system for our Bird! I hope you enjoy the pictures and thanks 
for coming!

Ed Raabe
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THE STORY OF OUR 1956 FORD THUNDERBIRD  BY WALTER SCHADE

-----I sold my race car several years 
ago and was not sure what my wife 
and I wanted to replace it with. We 
narrowed it down to a 1955 or 1957 
Chevrolet or a early Thunderbird. 
These are the cars I remember most 
while in high school. We saw a 1956 
Ford Thunderbird on EBay in May 
of 2014. It looked beautiful--------
it was Torch Red (not original) and 
advertised it had an older complete 
restoration. I bid on the car and won! 
We had to pick the car up in Lakeland, 
Fl. This was the first time we saw the 
car “ up close and personable “, what 
a surprise! I saw close to 50 pictures 
of the car before I bid------let me tell 
you “ pictures don’t say a 1000 words”. 
The car looked great from 20 feet 
away, but up close it needed help. I 
drove the car from Lakeland to our 
home in Fort Lauderdale. There was 
no A/C and the drive was uneventful, 
but HOT. Also, I haven’t driven a car 
with such a large steering wheel since 
high school. Once the car was home, 
I gave it a thorough cleaning and 
started to buy miscellaneous parts 
that were missing.

We are not at our home in Fort 
Lauderdale year round. We spend 
about 6 months a year between 
our cabin in Helen, Ga., our house 
in Big Pine Key, Fl. or on an 
expedition somewhere in the world. 
About 6 months after we bought 
the car I noticed that the automatic 
transmission was leaking.......so off 
I went to Steve at R&S Automotive 
who works on all my vehicles. He 
said that the engine would have to 
be pulled to have the transmission 
rebuilt. We have been working on the 
car for almost 2 years. First we had 
the engine and transmission pulled to 
repair the leaking transmission. While 

the engine was out Steve suggested 
that while the engine was out it could 
use a rebuild also. So it did! While 
this was being done the car went to 
the body/paint shop for a complete 
restoration. Once that was done (about 
6 months) the car had the engine and 
transmission reinstalled. After that the 
car came back to our home where it 
stayed under cover until we returned 
from one of our expeditions. When 
we came back I had the bumpers re 

chromed. We are still working on the 
car, the major things that need to be 
completed are reinstalling the bumpers 
and miscellaneous chrome items and 
the interior completely refurbished. 
We will be out of town for a while and 
hopefully can complete the car within 
the next 9 months (I am keeping my 
fingers crossed). Despite ALL of this 
we LOVE the car! Once the car is 
finished we plan on driving it as much 
as possible.
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1955-57

RESTORATION PARTS

GREAT PRICES!
EXPERIENCED PARTS
SPECIALISTS!
HUGE INVENTORY!

Larry’s Thunderbird &Mustang Parts
1180 California Ave #B • Corona, CA 92881

Orders: (800) 854-0393 • Info: (951) 270-3223 • 24-Hour FAX: (951) 270-3224

FIND US ON THE WEB! www.larrystbird.com

SUPPLYING CONCOURS-
QUALITY UPHOLSTERY, 

PARTS AND ACCESSORIES 
OVER 40 YEARS!

(800) 854-0393
GO FOR THE QUALITY

Dedicated to Excellence

�
�

�
CALL TODAY!

Like Us on 
Facebook

FREE 
Parts & 

Accessories 
Catalog!

Thunderbird

Dedicated to Excellence

THUNDERBIRD NEWS_4_Layout 1  3/21/14  4:53 PM  Page 1



Q. Who opened the first drive in gas station?

September Auto Trivia ANSWER

A: Gulf opened up the first station in Pittsburgh 
in 1913.
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To all members
Remember that this newsletter 
goes to press the 15th of each 
month. Please remember the 
date! 
If you want your article to 
appear, I need it by the 15th!
We welcome any contributions 
that members can make to our 
newsletter! 
This year We want to feature 
stories about YOUR 1955 
Thunderbird 
Do you have any interesting 
photos of your car? Send it to 
me!
Do you have any interesting 
story about your car? Send them 
to me!

Felipe Cos introduced The 
Second Edition of the 
“Thunderpedia of the Classic 
Thunderbird” at the Branson/
Springfield Convention.

It has over 300 questions and 
asnwers, 1,000 photos, and over 
150 pages, all related in how to 
fix our Classic Thunderbirds.

There are no other books similar 
to this.

Price is $35.00Postage is $6.00

For more information contact
Ed Raabe by email at
ed.raabe@gmail.com

SECOND EDITION RELEASED



RADIATORS
We have 3 & 4 row core radiators

available for your Thunderbird!

-HEAVY-DUTY - 4 ROW, STD. CORE WITH
1/2” TUBES ON 9/16” CENTER

-HIGH EFFICIENCY - 4 ROW, HIGH EFFICIENCY
CORE WITH 1/2” TUBES ON 3/8” CENTER

-OPTIMA - 4 ROW, MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY
CORE WITH 1/2” TUBES ON 5/16” CENTER

FRONT DISC BRAKE KIT
Give your T-Bird the stopping power it

deserves!  Everything you see is
included in the kit, from rotors & calipers

to bearings & seals, its’ all there.
With easy to follow instructions, you’ll
be back on the road with a superior

braking system in no time.

2000-DBK 55/57 . . . . . . . . 1075.00

TOP WEATHERSTRIP KITS
We have been told that all of our hardtop

& soft top weatherstrips are 
“The Best Available”.  

We carry both types of hardtop weatherstrips!

HARDTOP KITS
51500-AK 55/Early 56, 7 Pc. Kit . 394.95
51501-BK Late 56/57, 7 Pc. Kit. . 394.95

SOFT TOP KIT
51502-CK 10 Pc. Kit. . . . . . . . . . 394.95

FRONT & REAR BRAKE DRUMS
MADE IN THE USA!

1125 55/57, Front . . . . . . 129.95
1126 55/57, Rear . . . . . . 129.95

COWL MOUNT ANTENNA
We have a high quality reproduction

antenna for your 1955-57 T-Bird!  
This cowl mount antenna has the

“ring”, As Original.  

Our kit includes antenna with plastic
base & rubber pad.

18813-AR 55/57 . . . . . . . kit 59.95

REAR SPRING MAJOR
OVERHAUL KIT
KIT INCLUDES:

✓ 2 - Rear shackle kit
✓ 2 - Front bushing bolt & nut
✓ 2 - Front bushing
✓ 4 - Spring mounting retainer
✓ 4 - Spring mounting insulator
✓ 12 or 16 - Anti-squeaks
✓ 2 - Center bolt & nut

5550-AKR 55 . . . . . . . . . . kit 139.95
5550-BKR 56/57. . . . . . . . kit 129.95

UPPER & LOWER BALL JOINT
KIT

Upper & lower ball joint with original
style washers & seals!

3051-K 55/57, New . . . . . 194.95

WATER
PUMP

New
reproduction
for your 55/57
Thunderbird, with
correct engineering
numbers in the casting!

8501-R 55/57 . . . . . . . . . 124.95

MADE IN

THE

USA!

UPHOLSTERY KIT
Upholstery Kit Includes:  Seat Covers,

Backrest Board, Door Panels, Quarter
Panel Cardboards, Windlace, Garnish Rail

Covers, Arm Rest Covers, Welt Cord
Beading, Vinyl Floor Cover, Dash Cover,

Drop Curtain & Carpet CALL FOR PRICING!

NEW

REPROD
UCTION

S!
EXHAUST MANIFOLD

These are excellent reproductions with 
original engineering numbers in the castings!

The LH Manifold is for Thunderbirds with 272, 292 & 312 Y-Block Engines.
The RH can be used on all 272, 292 & 312 Y-Block Engines with dual exhaust.

9430-EDB RH  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255.00
9431-ECJ LH  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255.00

9431-ECJ

9430-EDB

AIR CONDITIONING KIT
This kit includes all necessary parts to

install Air Conditioning on 55/57
Thunderbirds with 12 Volt

electrical systems.  
Our kits use the rotary

type compressor to
eliminate vibration!

GUARANTEED TO KEEP YOU COOL!
R12 & R134 REFRIGERANT IS

AVAILABLE - From $975.00

From $429.95


