
	
   	
  

	
  
	
  

 

	
  

of the 1955 Thunderbird 
Happy                   Anniversary
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Our meetings are held the Third Wednesday of each 
month at THE TRATTORIA PAMPERED CHEF 
7347 Miami Lakes Dr. Miami Lakes FL 33014  
Our Host is Gabriel Nash.   
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Ed Raabe

November 2015

Hello Club Members, 

I surely appreciate the articles that are being contributed 
to our Thunderbird News by our members. Please keep 
them coming! Top priority will go to articles about a Classic 
Thunderbird of South Florida Events and we welcome 
any story about a Classic Car Event where Thunderbirds 
appear. Technical articles are much appreciated, as some 
of us do get our fingernails dirty and our knuckles bloodied!

This year I am looking for stories about YOUR 1955 
Thunderbird.    

So if you own a 55, try writing a story about it. 

Share the “love”!

Thanks to you all for contributing to this month’s edition!

Keeping the Registry reprinted with the permission of Dave 
Tulowitzky Trail Birds of Southwest Florida CTCI #113



INTERNET PAGE

HAPPY BIRTHDAY IN

THUNDERBIRD INFORMATION SUPER HIGHWAY:

2005 Thunderbird: _____________ www.fordautomobiles.com

Ford racing: ___________________ www.fordacing.com

Speedvision: __________________ www.speedvision.com

CTCI’s Home Page: _____________ www.ctci.org

Daytona’s Turkey run: ___________ www.carshows.org

Metroplex EarlyBirds: ___________ www.geocities.com

Arizona Classic T-Bird Club: _____ classic-thunderbird.org

Santa Clara Valley T-Birds: ______ www.tbird.org/scvt

Sierra Nevada Classic T-Bird: ____ www.tbird.org/snctb

Connecticut Area Classic T-Bird: __ www.tbirdsofconn.com

Chicagoland Thunderbirds: _______ www.thunderbirds.org

Potomac Classic T-bird: __________ www.hydratech.com

Old Cars ______________________ www. greatoldcars.com 

Classic T-Bird Club of Chicagoland _ www.ctcc9.com

Have you seen our internet page?  We have changed our 
address www.thunderbirdclubsouthflorida.com and we 
have a Facebook page too! Search Classic Thunderbird 
Club South Florida or

www.facebook.com/ThunderbirdClubSouthFLorida

We encourage participation on our Facebook page. Send 
Posts about everything Thunderbird related and we will 
enjoy other “car stuff too. 

Like Museum Visits, Car shows and Cruise Ins you attend. 
And other stuff you think we T-Bird lovers would like. Just 
keep it as clean as your T-Bird on “Detail Day”! 

Our Club’s web page:

www.thunderbirdclubsouthflorida.com

NOVEMBER

CTCI NEWS 

DUES ARE DUE in NOVEMBER
$35.00 membership are due,

please send your check to
THE CLASSIC THUNDERBIRD CLUB OF 

SOUTH FLORIDA
Attention: Peter Klein, Treasurer
4133 Park Ave. Miami FL 33133

NUMBERS TO KEEP
The following are contact numbers and e-mail address 
you need to have on file:

AACA Ft Lauderdale Region. President Bob Dunn
954-563-7696  www.ftlauderdaleaaca.com 

AACA Miami Region. President Oscar Castro
305-467-8196  www.aaca.org/southflorida 

Auto Appraisal Network: John & Bret Layzell
305-899-9963  www.autoappraisalnetwork.com/miami 

Benefit Car Shows: Oscar Castro
305-467-8196 www.benefitcarshows.com
oscar@benefitcarshows.com

Gerry Car Show: Gerry Perez
786 344-4228  email gerrycarshow@bellsouth.com 

Magic Mustangs: Frank Alonso
305 551-6077  Fadatec@aol.com

Muscle Stangs of Miami: Ayanidys Martinez
305 321-0437

Jumpin’ Jack Productions: Jack Corssino
305-214-2277  www.jumpinjackproductions.com 

DB Entertainment Inc.: Dick Barten
954-563-4000  Bandsouth@bellsouth.net 

Cruisin South Florida: Scott the MusicMan 
scott@cuisinsouthflorida.com 

Ft Lauderdale Mustang Club: Mark Patterson
www.flmustangclub.com  

Cobra Joe Productions: Joe Bevelacqua 
jbevsr@msn.com 

VMCCA Sun Coast Chapter.  President David Bobbitt 
305 661-1340 bobbitt@comcast.net 

Model A Club: Tom Zannis 305 281-9192
TomGlozannis@aol.com 

Russ G Events: Russ Gagliano III
russ@russgevents.com 

My apologies, If I have missed your birthday it 
is because I do not have your information.
Please contact me to update your records.

BOB FERRETI 1ST                      

ED RAABE 19TH 

JOE LA VISTA 24TH
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Past articles from the late Ford Johnson written in the late 1970’s and early 
1980’s on the data he collected for the 1955 Thunderbirds were referred 
to as surveys.  I realized that the registry I keep is actually a survey 
(collecting information) as well as a registry (keeping the information I have 
accumulated).

Your response to the registry (survey) has been great, and it continues to 
grow with a total of 17,900 serial numbers for the three years of Thunderbirds 
at this time.

To keep the registry user friendly for myself, I keep the information in an 
Excel format with the data for each Thunderbird on one line.  This limits the 
data, but it is the format I started fifteen years ago; and I have continued the 
same.  Including the codes from the data plate, there are also columns for 
the date the information was collected, the state in which the car resides, 
and the source from which I obtained the information.  Each line carries 
a column for additional specific information on the car, such as Parts Car, 
Needs Restored etc.

Most of the Thunderbirds I come across in the registry range from fair to 
excellent condition. Below are eight categories that I have for the cars that 
are different in one way or another. In parenthesis are the number I have for 
each year and the total for the three years.

Needs Restored – This category is for cars that are restorable including 
project cars, barn finds, or others that need work to make them presentable 
and road worthy. The access to Thunderbird parts and expert advice help 
attract buyers to cars in this category.

(1955 - 95, 1956 - 77, 1957 - 89, Total = 261)

Parted Out – These cars have been parted out in the past with nothing left. 
Sometimes the owner saved the data plate.

(1955 - 71, 1956 - 20, 1957 - 25, Total = 116)

Restore or Parts – These cars are ones where I personally do not know if it is 
restorable. Most are very rough and, in my opinion are questionable. I have 
seen people buy these hoping to restore them and later find them for sale 
again in the same condition.

(1955 - 25, 1956 - 18, 1957 - 19, Total = 62)

Modified – These `Birds have a modified engine, usually a larger big block 
and sometimes include different running gear such as suspension, wheels, 
etc. 

(1955 -20, 1956- 16, 1957 – 18, Total 54)

Customized – This category includes mild to wild customs that have been 
changed from the original factory configurations.  Many have different paint 
schemes by adding flames or pinstripes. It may have a different grill, wheels, 
or modifications to body and/or interior. Usually the owner is making a 
personal “styling” statement making the car look unlike any other `Bird. 

(1955 - 14, 1956 - 4, 1957 – 8, Total 26)

Frame Only – This is self-explanatory – The car simply does not have a body 

or running gear.

(1955- 14, 1956 - 10, 1957 - 12, Total = 36)

Salvage – These cars are usually sold with a salvage title. Many are from 
fires in which the car was burnt severely and have no usable parts. Others 
have had flood damage and may be restorable.

(1955 - 6, 1956 - 7, 1957 - 12, Total = 25)

Parts Car – (Not included in the “parted out” category). These cars were 
being parted out when I received the information for the registry. They may 
or may not be running, and the only value is as a parts donor for other 
restoration projects.

(1955 - 10, 1956 - 2, 1957 - 8, Total = 20)

Some other information listed is

Note # - This indicates I have a personal letter from the owner that I filed in 
a separate hard bound note book. The letters are numbered for easy access 
such as note #78, etc. I have dozens of these letters on file.

Invoice – This indicates I have a copy of the original factory invoice for this 
car.

(1955 – 11, 1956 – 104, 1957 – 206, Total = 321)

Looking for History – Past or present owners are looking for information on 
this car.

(1955 – 34, 1956 – 27, 1957 – 60, Total = 121)

Stolen - These cars were at one time reported stolen and not recovered.

(1955 - 12, 1956 - 9, 1957 - 22, Total = 43)

Original owner - One owner Thunderbirds does not include one family 
owned.

(1955 - 10, 1956 - 3, 1957 - 8, Total = 21)

Data Plate missing

(1955 – 4, 1956 – 1, 1957 -5, Total 10

This is a partial list of categories.  Information is also kept on previous 
ownership, if the car is in a museum, overseas (636), plus many other items 
that could be of importance to a particular car.

I hope this helps explain how I keep the source of information.  It is very 
helpful when someone is looking for information on a particular Thunderbird. 
The data gathered will be used in general terms in future articles and to 
help answer inquires I receive from 
Thunderbird owners. Undoubtedly the 
most important entry that is needed is the 
six digit serial number that was assigned 
to the car; however, the complete data 
plate information and codes are helpful 
to make the information on a certain 
Thunderbird complete.

Keeping the Registry reprinted with the permission of Dave Tulowitzky, President, Trail 
Birds of Southwest Florida CTCI #113 

Send all information to:
David Tulowitzky
14191Tudball Ave.                                                                                                             
Port Charlotte, FL 33953                                                                                                                                     
941-764-0312                                                                                                                                  
Email: tulobird@aol.com
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Thunderbird News is the official newsletter of the Classic 
Thunderbird Club of South Florida. Our purpose is to inform our 

membership about, club meetings, club activities, Classic Car 
events and articles of interest to Ford Thunderbird owners.

Articles may be reproduced with the permission of the author.

The views and opinions expressed in Thunderbird News are those 
of the named author and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of 
the Editor, The Board of Directors of the Classic Thunderbird Club 
of South Florida or those of the membership. 

KEEPING THE REGISTRY
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Hello Members, 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

The election of Board Officers from and by the general 
membership takes place at the Monthly meeting in 
November. As you know my term is up and we will be 
looking for a New President. All the other Officer’s positions 
are open as well, however those who wish to retain their 
position, if unopposed may do so. If you are interested in 
an Officers position (President, Vice President Secretary or 
Treasurer) as well as if you would like to retire from an 
Officer’s position, please make it known now so we can 
notify the membership in time for the vote. Since we have 
changed the Meetings to the 3rd Wednesday the Meeting 
will be November 18th Please make plans to attend.     

Now that the weather will be getting cooler we need to start 
looking at Car Shows we can attend. Usually we only get 
a few members who will bring their cars to a show, but we 
can do better! I urge all members to look at our website 
for information about upcoming shows and, if you have 

Facebook, up to the minute Car Show information on 
our Facebook page, as well as what is published in this 
Thunderbird News. 

The Holiday Party will be on December 19th at Leo 
and Valentyna’s condo’s Social Hall in Hallandale Bch.        
Please reserve the date. Entertainment has been arranged, 
but planning still needs to be done. We are looking for 
Catering, etc. 

If you were not able to attend a Club Meeting, everything 
you want to know is in the Meeting Minutes. Please spend 
a little time to learn about our plans for Outings and Car 
Show participation. We are already planning the Holiday 
Party in December!

Until then, Happy Birding! 

Ed Raabe 

NOVEMBER 2015

NEW MEMBERS 
Peter Amato, Jay & Shelly Faust and Karl Hoffman
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Letter from the President Ed Raabe

	
  

The CTCI Board of Directors has voted to approve the 
sanctioning of the 2016 International Convention in San 
Diego, California. It will be co-hosted by the Earlybirds of 
Southern California and the Classic Thunderbirds of San 
Diego, to be held September 13-18, 2016 at the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel 2270 Hotel Circle North, San Diego, CA 92108 
Phone 1-800-2- Crowne The room rate is $124 per night, 
promo code ‘2016 Thunderbird Convention’. The Hotel 
with start taking reservations in October 2015. Registration 
forms will be in the January- February 2016 Early Bird. 

Plans for the event include a Polynesian style welcome 
pool party, a tour of the USS Midway, including a luncheon 
at the Bow area, the Corvette Challenge at the Corvette 
Diner, a Scenic coastal cruise drive to the San Diego 
Botanical Garden, an Outing to the Viejas Casino and 
Outlet Center, finishing off with the Concours d’ Elegance 
and Awards Banquet.

CTCI NEWS Announcing the 2016 International Convention in San Diego, CA

For further information look for updates at www.CTCI.org 
Or contact Martha Lazdins 949-6611426 hmlazdins@att.
net or Alan Custinger, 760-745-9345 1940mv8@cox.net 

“FUN, FUN, FUN in THE CALIFORNIA SUN”
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Arlene and I decided a weekend getaway 
up north would be a nice way to kick off 
the Fall. Our goal was to attend the 28th 
Annual Collector Car show in Venice FL 
sponsored by the Venice FL Region AACA 
on Sunday Oct 3rd

The first part would be a stopover in the 
Naples area for a dinner Saturday night 
with friends and an overnight in Bonita 
Springs.

As we set out for Venice Sunday morning 
we had a watchful eye on the weather, 
which was very threatening, but this was a 
“rain or shine” and I heard there might be 
some “Bird” spotting to be had there. We 
arrived in the middle of a “spritz” but the 
sunshine was still abundant, so we parked 
and headed over to Centennial Park where 
the show was being held. 

“Lots of cars here” Arlene commented and 
“lots of shops to duck into too”! Perfect! We 
looked around and there were really a lot of 
rare cars you usually don’t see. 

I especially liked the Jeep Wagoneer all 
decked out like it was heading for a fishing 
trip, boat, motor and everything! 

Also interesting was a 1964 Mercury 
Monterey Breezeway! 

I remember as a kid we would take my 
friend, Toms Mothers car out for a joy ride 
while she and his dad were out to dinner.

Venice AACA Show                                                        Ed Raabe

	
  

	
  

One night after Tom dropped us off, he 
decided to go cruising. His Dad and Mom 
spotted him as they were returning from 
the restaurant and followed him from a 
distance until he returned home. A few 
minutes later they returned, but said 
nothing to him about it…..until the next 
day. As Tom recalled it they told him they 
saw a car “just like moms” last night on 
the way home, and thought it was strange 
that there was another White 64 Mercury 
with the Breezeway roof in town! “You 
don’t know anything about that that, do 
you?” Needless to say these torture tactics 
worked and Tom was told he would have 
to wait 2 months AFTER his 16th Birthday 
before he could get his driver’s license as 
punishment. So even though he was older 
than the rest of us, he was not the first one 
to get to drive with a Driver’s license.

In New York State 
you could get a 
Senior DL at 16 
in those days. 
The Car; a 1964 
White Mercury 
Monterey with the 
Breezeway roof. 

	
  

	
  

	
  

Finally we got to meet up with Dave and 
Betty Tulowitzky and their Trail Birds 
of Southwest Florida Club. A few of the 
members braved the rain showers to bring 
their Thunderbirds, so it was well worth 
the trip to see them! 

	
  

Of Special interest was 
a Red 55 dressed with 
a “Fairlane” side spear, 
which while it was to be 
advertised, never made 
available and dropped 
from the advertising 
campaign. 

This is one of the nicest 
examples of this styling. 

	
  

Another Eye Catcher was this fully optioned 
Kaiser Dragon for 1953. Dash padded in a 
bamboo style that matched the roof and a 
wild upholstery pattern, which says TIKKI 
all over it!
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We chatted a bit and I took a few pictures 
and then a shower was upon us so we 
“ducked” into those shops across the park 
to get out of the rain. It rained on and off 
punctuated by sunshine, but finally around 
2:30 it really poured and the “party was 
over” as they say! 

We had a great time and Arlene loved the 
shops! 	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

STARTING PROBLEMS
If you are having starting problems 
because your engine doesn’t always 
crank over properly when you hit the 
starter, the problem may be due to 
a poor ground connection between 
the engine block and the firewall or 
battery ground cable. It’s nice to 
have lots of shiny paint on the engine 
block and firewall but remember paint 

TECH TALK PAGE

	
  

“Shop Talk” articles courtesy of Classic Auto Supply Company

won’t conduct electricity and the bolt 
itself isn’t enough surface contact to 
do the job. Be sure to scrape away 
the paint on the engine block where 
the engine ground strap attaches and 
also for 55 and 56’s where the battery 
ground cable is bolted. Do the same at 
the firewall and you will be assured of 
a good electrical connection.
RADIATOR HOSE CLAMPS  
CASCO now has reproduced the 
original radiator hose clamps!
When our local supplier closed up 
shop, we lost our source for radiator 
hose clamps.  So we located some 
original clamps and were surprised 
that there were quite a few differences 
between what we have sold for 30 
some years and the original clamps.  
We made the decision to make 
these parts in house and got to work 
making the tooling and developing the 
manufacturing process.  Now we have 
most correct radiator hose clamps that 
we have ever been able to offer to 
the hobby.  Right down to the correct 
fillister head screw, these are concours 
show quality clamps!

	
  

	
  

Order the upper hose clamp by part 
number 8287A, $4.20 each.
The lower hose clamp is 8287B for 
$4.25 each.

This article appeared in the CASCO newsletter Oct 2015
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Felipe Cos introduced The Second Edition 
of the “Thunderpedia of the Classic 
Thunderbird” at the Branson/Springfield 
Convention.
It has over 300 questions and asnwers, 
1,000 photos, and over 150 pages, 
all related in how to fix our Classic 
Thunderbirds.
There are no other books similar to this.

Price is $35.00Postage is $6.00

For more information contact Ed Raabe by 
email at ed.raabe@gmail.com

SECOND EDITION RELEASED

Hagerty Insurance is
proud to support the

Classic Thunderbird
Club of S. Florida

TOTAL PROTECTION

COLLECTOR CAR INSURANCE
1-800-922-4050   WWW.HAGERTY.COM
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CAR SHOWS
CLASSIC CAR EVENTS                                                  

U P C O M I N G

	
  
NOVEMBER 8TH 
11th Annual Classic Car Truck & 
Motorcycle Show

	
  

	
  

NOVEMBER 14TH
Ride for the Ranches Nov.14th

NOVEMBER 12TH 
Vista Park High School           

	
  
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 14TH
Teamsters Annual Picnic

	
  

NOVEMBER 14TH   Harvest Fest 

	
  

	
  

NOVEMBER 12TH-15TH
AutoFest Lakeland FL

	
  

NOVEMBER 7TH  Wings & Wheels

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

Benefitcarshows.com

Cruisinsothflorida.com

Flacarshows.com

Southdadecarshow.com 

4 GREAT SOURCES FOR On-Line 
CAR SHOW INFORMATION



CRUISE-INS

	
  

	
  

	
  

CLASSIC CAR EVENTS                                                  
U P C O M I N G
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1955-57

RESTORATION PARTS

GREAT PRICES!
EXPERIENCED PARTS
SPECIALISTS!
HUGE INVENTORY!

Larry’s Thunderbird &Mustang Parts
1180 California Ave #B • Corona, CA 92881

Orders: (800) 854-0393 • Info: (951) 270-3223 • 24-Hour FAX: (951) 270-3224

FIND US ON THE WEB! www.larrystbird.com

SUPPLYING CONCOURS-
QUALITY UPHOLSTERY, 

PARTS AND ACCESSORIES 
OVER 40 YEARS!

(800) 854-0393
GO FOR THE QUALITY

Dedicated to Excellence

�
�

�
CALL TODAY!

Like Us on 
Facebook

FREE 
Parts & 

Accessories 
Catalog!

Thunderbird

Dedicated to Excellence

THUNDERBIRD NEWS_4_Layout 1  3/21/14  4:53 PM  Page 1



13 N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 5  V O L U M E  1 7 ,  # 1 1

To all members
Remember that this newsletter goes to press the 15th 
of each month. Please remember the date! 
If you want your article to appear, I need it by the 
15th!
We welcome any contributions that members can 
make to our newsletter! 
This year We want to feature stories about YOUR 
1955 Thunderbird 

Card Size____  $150.00
                           (NoN memberS)

Card Size____  $95.00
                           (memberS oNly)

ANNUAL RATES
for advertising
in the newsletter

Do you have any interesting photos of your car? Send 
it to me!
Do you have any interesting story about your car? 
Send them to me!

Full page____  $675.00
1/2 page______  $375.00
1/4 page______  $250.00



RADIATORS
We have 3 & 4 row

core radiators
available for your

Thunderbird!

-HEAVY-DUTY - 4 ROW, STD. CORE WITH
1/2” TUBES ON 9/16” CENTER

-HIGH EFFICIENCY - 4 ROW, HIGH EFFICIENCY
CORE WITH 1/2” TUBES ON 3/8” CENTER

-OPTIMA - 4 ROW, MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY
CORE WITH 1/2” TUBES ON 5/16” CENTER

8005-STD 55/57, 3 row core . . 399.95
8005-HD 55/57, Heavy Duty. . 429.95
8005-HE 55/57, High Efficiency 529.95
8005-OPT 55/57, ‘Optima’ . . . . 569.95
8005-ALUM 55/57, Light weight &

superior cooling. . . . 279.95

FRONT DISC BRAKE KIT
Give your T-Bird the stopping power it

deserves!  Everything you see is
included in the kit, from rotors & calipers

to bearings & seals, its’ all there.
With easy to follow instructions, you’ll
be back on the road with a superior

braking system in no time.

2000-DBK 55/57 . . . . . . . . 1034.50

TOP WEATHERSTRIP KITS
We have been told that all of our hardtop

& soft top weatherstrips are 
“The Best Available”.  

We carry both types of hardtop weatherstrips!

HARDTOP KITS
51500-AK 55/Early 56, 7 Pc. Kit . 394.95
51501-BK Late 56/57, 7 Pc. Kit. . 394.95

SOFT TOP KIT
51502-CK 10 Pc. Kit. . . . . . . . . . 394.95

FRONT & REAR BRAKE DRUMS
MADE IN THE USA!

1125 55/57, Front . . . . . . 129.95
1126 55/57, Rear . . . . . . 129.95

COWL MOUNT ANTENNA
We have a high quality reproduction

antenna for your 1955-57 T-Bird!  
This cowl mount antenna has the

“ring”, As Original.  

Our kit includes antenna with plastic
base & rubber pad.

18813-AR 55/57 . . . . . . . kit 59.95

REAR SPRING MAJOR
OVERHAUL KIT
KIT INCLUDES:

✓ 2 - Rear shackle kit
✓ 2 - Front bushing bolt & nut
✓ 2 - Front bushing
✓ 4 - Spring mounting retainer
✓ 4 - Spring mounting insulator
✓ 12 or 16 - Anti-squeaks
✓ 2 - Center bolt & nut

5550-AKR 55 . . . . . . . . . . kit 139.95
5550-BKR 56/57. . . . . . . . kit 129.95

15515-AR 15515-BRCHROME 
BACKUP LAMP HOUSING

15515-AR 55, Stamped steel 27.35
15515-BR 56/57, Die cast, 

with reflector. . . . 38.95

UPPER & LOWER BALL JOINT
KIT

Upper & lower ball joint with original
style washers & seals!

3051-K 55/57, New . . . . . 194.95

WATER
PUMP

New
reproduction
for your 55/57
Thunderbird, with
correct engineering
numbers in the casting!

8501-R 55/57 . . . . . . . . . 124.95

MADE IN

THE

USA!

UPHOLSTERY KIT
Upholstery Kit Includes:  Seat Covers,

Backrest Board, Door Panels, Quarter
Panel Cardboards, Windlace, Garnish Rail

Covers, Arm Rest Covers, Welt Cord
Beading, Vinyl Floor Cover, Dash Cover,

Drop Curtain & Carpet CALL FOR PRICING!

NEW

REPROD
UCTION

S!
EXHAUST MANIFOLD

These are excellent reproductions with 
original engineering numbers in the castings!

The LH Manifold is for Thunderbirds with 272, 292 & 312 Y-Block Engines.
The RH can be used on all 272, 292 & 312 Y-Block Engines with dual exhaust.

9430-EDB RH  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255.00
9431-ECJ LH  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255.00

9431-ECJ

9430-EDB


