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Our meetings are held the Third Wednesday of each 
month at THE TRATTORIA PAMPERED CHEF 
7347 Miami Lakes Dr. Miami Lakes FL 33014  
Our Host is Gabriel Nash.   
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October 2015

Hello Club Members, 

I surely appreciate the articles that are being contributed 
to our Thunderbird News by our members. Please keep 
them coming! Top priority will go to articles about a Classic 
Thunderbird of South Florida Events and we welcome 
any story about a Classic Car Event where Thunderbirds 
appear. Technical articles are much appreciated, as some 
of us do get our fingernails dirty and our knuckles bloodied!

This year I am looking for stories about YOUR 1955 
Thunderbird.    

So if you own a 55, try writing a story about it. 

Share the “love”!

Thanks to you all for 
contributing to this month’s 
edition!

Ed Raabe



INTERNET PAGE

HAPPY BIRTHDAY IN

THUNDERBIRD INFORMATION SUPER HIGHWAY:

2005 Thunderbird: _____________ www.fordautomobiles.com

Ford racing: ___________________ www.fordacing.com

Speedvision: __________________ www.speedvision.com

CTCI’s Home Page: _____________ www.ctci.org

Daytona’s Turkey run: ___________ www.carshows.org

Metroplex EarlyBirds: ___________ www.geocities.com

Arizona Classic T-Bird Club: _____ classic-thunderbird.org

Santa Clara Valley T-Birds: ______ www.tbird.org/scvt

Sierra Nevada Classic T-Bird: ____ www.tbird.org/snctb

Connecticut Area Classic T-Bird: __ www.tbirdsofconn.com

Chicagoland Thunderbirds: _______ www.thunderbirds.org

Potomac Classic T-bird: __________ www.hydratech.com

Old Cars ______________________ www. greatoldcars.com 

Classic T-Bird Club of Chicagoland _ www.ctcc9.com

Have you seen our internet page?  We have changed our 
address www.thunderbirdclubsouth�orida.com and we 
have a Facebook page too! Search Classic Thunderbird 
Club South Florida or

www.facebook.com/ThunderbirdClubSouthFLorida

We encourage participation on our Facebook page. Send 
Posts about everything Thunderbird related and we will 
enjoy other “car stuff too. 

Like Museum Visits, Car shows and Cruise Ins you attend. 
And other stuff you think we T-Bird lovers would like. Just 
keep it as clean as your T-Bird on “Detail Day”! 

Our Club’s web page:

www.thunderbirdclubsouth�orida.com

OCTOBER

CTCI NEWS 

DUES ARE DUE in NOVEMBER
$35.00 membership are due,

please send your check to
THE CLASSIC THUNDERBIRD CLUB OF 

SOUTH FLORIDA
Attention: Peter Klein, Treasurer
4133 Park Ave. Miami FL 33133

NUMBERS TO KEEP
The following are contact numbers and e-mail address 
you need to have on �le:

AACA Ft Lauderdale Region. President Bob Dunn
954-563-7696  www.ftlauderdaleaaca.com 

AACA Miami Region. President Oscar Castro
305-467-8196  www.aaca.org/southflorida 

Auto Appraisal Network: John & Bret Layzell
305-899-9963  www.autoappraisalnetwork.com/miami 

Bene�t Car Shows: Oscar Castro
305-467-8196 www.benefitcarshows.com
oscar@benefitcarshows.com

Gerry Car Show: Gerry Perez
786 344-4228  email gerrycarshow@bellsouth.com 

Magic Mustangs: Frank Alonso
305 551-6077  Fadatec@aol.com

Muscle Stangs of Miami: Ayanidys Martinez
305 321-0437

Jumpin’ Jack Productions: Jack Corssino
305-214-2277  www.jumpinjackproductions.com 

DB Entertainment Inc.: Dick Barten
954-563-4000  Bandsouth@bellsouth.net 

Cruisin South Florida: Scott the MusicMan 
scott@cuisinsouthflorida.com 

Ft Lauderdale Mustang Club: Mark Patterson
www.flmustangclub.com  

Cobra Joe Productions: Joe Bevelacqua 
jbevsr@msn.com 

VMCCA Sun Coast Chapter.  President David Bobbitt 
305 661-1340 bobbitt@comcast.net 

Model A Club: Tom Zannis 305 281-9192
TomGlozannis@aol.com 

Russ G Events: Russ Gagliano III
russ@russgevents.com 

My apologies, If I have missed your birthday it 
is because I do not have your information.
Please contact me to update your records.

Deb Ferretti 28th
Valentyna Saladino 16th
Vera West  16th
Walter Shade
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The Meeting for September was a 
Brunch held at the Hillcrest Country 
Club in Hollywood, FL and has become 
an annual tradition. It was learned that 
the property was sold and we will need 
to find another Venue for next year’s 
Brunch.

11:30pm President Ed Raabe called to 
order the Classic Thunderbird Club of 
South Florida September’s meeting. 
He welcomed all those who attended, 
especially Christie Cos, and said that 
we had over 50 in our group today, 
with members, family and guests of 
members. He turned the floor over to 
Daisy Hernandez who explained to 
everyone how the raffle of Felipe Cos’s 
Memorabilia, donated by Christie as 
well as items donated by a few other 
members was going to be handled. 
Among the items were framed and 
unframed “Birds in Paradise” posters 
from the International CTCI convention 
our club hosted in 2004. Peter Klein 
announced each guest would receive 
1 ticket towards the raffle of any item 
donated except for the framed posters. 

Ed made mention it was Amy’s 
daughter’s birthday and everyone 
sang happy birthday to her! 

C L A S S I C  T H U N D E R B I R D  C L U B  O F  S O U TH  F L O R I D A

LASSICC

SO AU IDTH ORFL
CLUB

BY ARLENE RAABESeptember 20th, 2015 . Hillcrest Country Club, Hollywood FL

MINUTES  OF  MEET ING 
Ed reminded everyone the next Club 
meeting would be the 3rd Wednesday 
October 21st and that we would 
be discussing arrangements for 
the Holiday Dinner and 2016 Club 
Sponsored Car show. 

A motion was made by Daisy to adjourn 
and was seconded by Peter. 

The group then went to the buffet and 
the raffle followed the meal. 

Arlene Raabe 
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Thunderbird News is the official newsletter of the Classic 
Thunderbird Club of South Florida. Our purpose is to inform our 

membership about, club meetings, club activities, Classic Car 
events and articles of interest to Ford Thunderbird owners.

Articles may be reproduced with the permission of the author.

The views and opinions expressed in Thunderbird News are those 
of the named author and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of 
the Editor, The Board of Directors of the Classic Thunderbird Club 
of South Florida or those of the membership. 
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Hello Members, 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

The election of Board Officers from and by the general 
membership takes place at the Monthly meeting in 
November. As you know my term is up and we will 
be looking for a New President. All the other Officer’s 
positions are open as well, however those who wish to 
retain their position, if unopposed may do so. If you 
are interested in an Officers position (President, Vice 
President Secretary or Treasurer) as well as if you would 
like to retire from an Officer’s position, please make it 
known now so we can notify the membership in time for 
the vote. Since we have changed the Meetings to the 3rd 
Wednesday the Meeting will be November 18th Please 
make plans to attend.     

The Summer is over! We ended it nicely with our annual 
brunch at the Hillcrest Country Club on Sunday Sept 
20th 

Now that the weather will be getting cooler we need to 

start looking at Car Shows we can attend. Usually we 
only get a few members who will bring their cars to a 
show, but we can do better! I urge all members to look 
at our website for information about upcoming shows 
and, if you have Facebook, up to the minute Car Show 
information on our Facebook page, as well as what is 
published in this Thunderbird News. 

The Holiday Party will be on December 19th at Leo 
and Valentyna’s condo’s Social Hall in Hallandale Bch.        
Please reserve the date. Entertainment has been arranged, 
but planning still needs to be done. We are looking for 
Catering, etc. 

If you were not able to attend a Club Meeting, everything 
you want to know is in the Meeting Minutes. Please 
spend a little time to learn about our plans for Outings 
and Car Show participation. We are already planning the 
Holiday Party in December!

Until then, Happy Birding! 

Ed Raabe 

NEW MEMBERS (None)

OCTOBER 2015

5 O C T O B E R  2 0 1 5  V O L U M E  1 7 ,  # 1 0

Letter from the President Ed Raabe

	
  

The CTCI Board of Directors has voted to approve the 
sanctioning of the 2016 International Convention in San 
Diego, California. It will be co-hosted by the Earlybirds of 
Southern California and the Classic Thunderbirds of San 
Diego, to be held September 13-18, 2016 at the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel 2270 Hotel Circle North, San Diego, CA 92108 
Phone 1-800-2- Crowne The room rate is $124 per night, 
promo code ‘2016 Thunderbird Convention’. The Hotel 
with start taking reservations in October 2015. Registration 
forms will be in the January- February 2016 Early Bird. 

Plans for the event include a Polynesian style welcome 
pool party, a tour of the USS Midway, including a luncheon 
at the Bow area, the Corvette Challenge at the Corvette 
Diner, a Scenic coastal cruise drive to the San Diego 
Botanical Garden, an Outing to the Viejas Casino and 
Outlet Center, finishing off with the Concours d’ Elegance 
and Awards Banquet.

CTCI NEWS Announcing the 2016 International Convention in San Diego, CA

For further information look for updates at www.CTCI.org 
Or contact Martha Lazdins 949-6611426 hmlazdins@att.
net or Alan Custinger, 760-745-9345 1940mv8@cox.net 

“FUN, FUN, FUN in THE CALIFORNIA SUN”
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Annual Club Brunch                                                       Ed Raabe

Sunday September 20th dawned a Sunny 
day with the promise of another blistering 
hot one! Luckily the forecast was for just 
a few scattered thunderstorms in the late 
afternoon, past 4pm., so it was looking 
good.  

Having asked as many members who 
could, to bring their Thunderbirds to 
our Annual Brunch, I too had our 55 
Thunderbird gassed up and ready to go. 

For the past few years we have decided 
a Brunch toward the end of the Summer 
was far more comfortable than a picnic 
in a Park. We have had a wonderful time 
at the Hillcrest Country Club’s Sunday 
Buffett and booked it again this year. 

As the time to leave for the Country Club 
drew near, Arlene, my wife said she 
wanted to drive the 86 Aero Bird because 
it has A/C so the decision was made to 
bring both cars. Well, it was turning out 
to be one of those 98 days; 98 degrees 
F temperature and 98% humidity! She got 
the better part of that deal! The 55 has 2 
windows you can roll down to get all the 
cooling of you need…designed back in 55 
and definitely NOT in Florida. Anyway it 
wasn’t too bad and we took a route without 
too many stop lights, but I was glad to get 
into the air-conditioned Club House. 

When we arrived a few members were 
already there; Leo and Valentyna 1956 
Red, Daisy and Felix 1957 Red, JD and 
Kay 1964 Red, Stuart and Gail 1957 
Silver, our 1955 Thunderbird Blue and 
1986 Beige Metallic, followed by Raul and 
Georgina’s 1956 Red, Norm and Robin’s 
1956 Peacock Blue, Rob and Deb’s 1966 
Diamond Blue and Luis and Maddy’s1957 
Seaspray Green. Later Ricardo Lara and 
his family arrived with their 1961 and 
1964 Thunderbirds. We also had guests 
of Paul and Joyce Cotner, Elaine and Bob 
Sharrard

with their 2005 Merlot Red. All in all we had 
7 Early Birds, 1 Bullet Bird,  3 Flair Birds, 
1 Aero Bird and 1 New Bird, which was 
not a bad turnout. Some of our members 
brought family or guests and could not 
bring their cars.   

Our Guest of honor was Christie Cos who 
brought some of her late husband, our 

club founder, Felipe’s Memorabilia for a 
raffle. 

Among the items were several framed 
posters from the CTCI international 
Convention our club hosted back in 2004 
“Birds in Paradise” which were a big hit 
and many tickets were sold to get the 
chance to bring one home! 

I convened a short Club meeting and the 
rules of the raffle were discussed as well 
as a few other issues, but I kept it short.

The Brunch is always a spectacular 
spread and everyone could not wait to 
start, so you could imagine Club business 
was not a priority this day! 

After a sumptuous brunch (quite a few 
members were seen going back and forth 
with full plates) we all enjoyed the Raffle. 

Winners of the framed Birds in Paradise 
Posters included new members Ricardo 
and Luis. Lots of manual, books, 
commemorative pins, Club tags and tin 
signs also went to the lucky winners!

Sadly we found out that the Country Club, 
Golf Club buildings and all the grounds 
were sold to a developer and this would 
be our last Brunch in Hollywood at The 
Hillcrest. I am sure we will find a nice 
place for next year. 

Ed Raabe, President, Classic Thunderbird 
Club of South Florida CTCI # 114 
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Felipe Cos introduced The Second Edition 
of the “Thunderpedia of the Classic 
Thunderbird” at the Branson/Springfield 
Convention.
It has over 300 questions and asnwers, 
1,000 photos, and over 150 pages, 
all related in how to fix our Classic 
Thunderbirds.
There are no other books similar to this.

Price is $35.00Postage is $6.00

For more information contact Ed Raabe by 
email at ed.raabe@gmail.com

SECOND EDITION RELEASED

Hagerty Insurance is
proud to support the

Classic Thunderbird
Club of S. Florida

TOTAL PROTECTION

COLLECTOR CAR INSURANCE
1-800-922-4050   WWW.HAGERTY.COM
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CAR SHOWS

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

Flacarshows.com

Southdadecarshow.com 4 GREAT SOURCES FOR On-Line 
CAR SHOW INFORMATION

CLASSIC CAR EVENTS                                                  
U P C O M I N G

Benefitcarshows.com

Cruisinsothflorida.com

SUNDAY OCT 25TH 9:30am-4:30pm
Fairchild Tropical Botanical Garden
www.aacasouthflorida.club 

	
   	
  
	
  

OCTOBER 16-17TH
Lake Mirror Classic
Lakeland FL. www.lakemirrorclassic.com

 

	
  
	
  



CRUISE-INS

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

CLASSIC CAR EVENTS                                                  
U P C O M I N G
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1955-57

RESTORATION PARTS

GREAT PRICES!
EXPERIENCED PARTS
SPECIALISTS!
HUGE INVENTORY!

Larry’s Thunderbird &Mustang Parts
1180 California Ave #B • Corona, CA 92881

Orders: (800) 854-0393 • Info: (951) 270-3223 • 24-Hour FAX: (951) 270-3224

FIND US ON THE WEB! www.larrystbird.com

SUPPLYING CONCOURS-
QUALITY UPHOLSTERY, 

PARTS AND ACCESSORIES 
OVER 40 YEARS!

(800) 854-0393
GO FOR THE QUALITY

Dedicated to Excellence

�
�

�
CALL TODAY!

Like Us on 
Facebook

FREE 
Parts & 

Accessories 
Catalog!

Thunderbird

Dedicated to Excellence

THUNDERBIRD NEWS_4_Layout 1  3/21/14  4:53 PM  Page 1
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TECH TALK PAGE

	
  

In the past we have 
featured articles about 
the “horrors” of gas with 
Ethanol additive.
It is the equivalent of 
adding Vodka or Gin to 
your tank! That fine for 
a Martini, but not for the 
Birds!
It acts as a solvent, 
destroying fuel system 
components, attracts 
water, diminishes your 
fuels capability and 
promotes rust in the gas 
tank. 
Unleaded Pump Gas can 
have as much as 10% 
Ethanol per gallon, less 
as the Octane rating goes 
up. 
Below is a list of 
available places from 
Key West to Daytona 
Bch. to get unleaded 
gasoline without Ethanol. 
Visit www.pure-gas.org  
for the complete listings. 
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To all members
Remember that this newsletter goes to press the 15th 
of each month. Please remember the date! 
If you want your article to appear, I need it by the 
15th!
We welcome any contributions that members can 
make to our newsletter! 
This year We want to feature stories about YOUR 
1955 Thunderbird 

CARD SIZE____  $150.00
                           (NON MEMBERS)

CARD SIZE____  $95.00
                           (MEMBERS ONLY)

ANNUAL RATES
for advertising
in the newsletter

Do you have any interesting photos of your car? Send 
it to me!
Do you have any interesting story about your car? 
Send them to me!

FULL PAGE____  $675.00
1/2 PAGE______  $375.00
1/4 PAGE______  $250.00



RADIATORS
We have 3 & 4 row

core radiators
available for your

Thunderbird!

-HEAVY-DUTY - 4 ROW, STD. CORE WITH
1/2” TUBES ON 9/16” CENTER

-HIGH EFFICIENCY - 4 ROW, HIGH EFFICIENCY
CORE WITH 1/2” TUBES ON 3/8” CENTER

-OPTIMA - 4 ROW, MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY
CORE WITH 1/2” TUBES ON 5/16” CENTER

8005-STD 55/57, 3 row core . . 399.95
8005-HD 55/57, Heavy Duty. . 429.95
8005-HE 55/57, High Efficiency 529.95
8005-OPT 55/57, ‘Optima’ . . . . 569.95
8005-ALUM 55/57, Light weight &

superior cooling. . . . 279.95

FRONT DISC BRAKE KIT
Give your T-Bird the stopping power it

deserves!  Everything you see is
included in the kit, from rotors & calipers

to bearings & seals, its’ all there.
With easy to follow instructions, you’ll
be back on the road with a superior

braking system in no time.

2000-DBK 55/57 . . . . . . . . 1034.50

TOP WEATHERSTRIP KITS
We have been told that all of our hardtop

& soft top weatherstrips are 
“The Best Available”.  

We carry both types of hardtop weatherstrips!

HARDTOP KITS
51500-AK 55/Early 56, 7 Pc. Kit . 394.95
51501-BK Late 56/57, 7 Pc. Kit. . 394.95

SOFT TOP KIT
51502-CK 10 Pc. Kit. . . . . . . . . . 394.95

FRONT & REAR BRAKE DRUMS
MADE IN THE USA!

1125 55/57, Front . . . . . . 129.95
1126 55/57, Rear . . . . . . 129.95

COWL MOUNT ANTENNA
We have a high quality reproduction

antenna for your 1955-57 T-Bird!  
This cowl mount antenna has the

“ring”, As Original.  

Our kit includes antenna with plastic
base & rubber pad.

18813-AR 55/57 . . . . . . . kit 59.95

REAR SPRING MAJOR
OVERHAUL KIT
KIT INCLUDES:

� 2 - Rear shackle kit
� 2 - Front bushing bolt & nut
� 2 - Front bushing
� 4 - Spring mounting retainer
� 4 - Spring mounting insulator
� 12 or 16 - Anti-squeaks
� 2 - Center bolt & nut

5550-AKR 55 . . . . . . . . . . kit 139.95
5550-BKR 56/57. . . . . . . . kit 129.95

15515-AR 15515-BRCHROME 
BACKUP LAMP HOUSING

15515-AR 55, Stamped steel 27.35
15515-BR 56/57, Die cast, 

with reflector. . . . 38.95

UPPER & LOWER BALL JOINT
KIT

Upper & lower ball joint with original
style washers & seals!

3051-K 55/57, New . . . . . 194.95

WATER
PUMP

New
reproduction
for your 55/57
Thunderbird, with
correct engineering
numbers in the casting!

8501-R 55/57 . . . . . . . . . 124.95

MADE IN

THE

USA!

UPHOLSTERY KIT
Upholstery Kit Includes:  Seat Covers,

Backrest Board, Door Panels, Quarter
Panel Cardboards, Windlace, Garnish Rail

Covers, Arm Rest Covers, Welt Cord
Beading, Vinyl Floor Cover, Dash Cover,

Drop Curtain & Carpet CALL FOR PRICING!

NEW

REPROD
UCTION

S!
EXHAUST MANIFOLD

These are excellent reproductions with 
original engineering numbers in the castings!

The LH Manifold is for Thunderbirds with 272, 292 & 312 Y-Block Engines.
The RH can be used on all 272, 292 & 312 Y-Block Engines with dual exhaust.

9430-EDB RH  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255.00
9431-ECJ LH  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255.00

9431-ECJ

9430-EDB


