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Ed Raabe  President
954 383 8111
eraabe@bellsouth.net

Gary Stump  1st Vice President
786 525 5170
grytbird@aol.com

Daisy Hernandez  2nd Vice President
305 613 6775
hrn3120@bellsouth.com

Poppy Madden  Secretary
954 566 0000
wuzfuz7@aol.com 

Felipe Cos  Treasurer
786 554 5200
filo4000@aol.com

Peter Klein  Past President
305 376 8578
pclein@bellsouth.net
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George Bishopric  Newsletter proofreading

4000 Monserrate St. Coral Gables, FL 33146 
Phone 305 661-5170   Fax 305 661-5180   E-mail:  filo4000@aol.com

www.thunderbirdclub.us

PAST PRESIDENTS
Felipe Cos  1999
Ken Lemming  2000
Felix Hernandez  2001
Norm Gabe  2002
Andre Fournier  2003-4
Connie Danluck 2005
Ed Brown 2006-07
Connie Danluck 2008
Ed Brown 2009
Daisy Hernandez 2010-2011
Peter Klein 2012-2013

This Newsletter may have some misspellings and 
mistakes, but it is written with my heart.
I could write it without errors in Spanish, but only a 
handful of you would be able to read it.
Please help me to make it even better.

Felipe Cos Founder & Editor

George Bishopric - Proofing

Photos by Felipe Cos

DIRECTORS 

George Bishopric 954 761 1438
georgemia@mac.com

Connie Danluck 305 206 9053
conico@bellsouth.net

Norm Gabe 305 895 3453
norm@enviromentalcontrol.com

Ed Brown 954 931 4542
doubleliz@aol.com

Felix Hernandez 305 613 6775
hrn3120@bellsouth.com

Paul Cotner 305 323 6692
pacersw@yahoo.com

Mike McNeal 954 786 8571
tamcneal137@aol.com 

Leo Saladino 954 456 4887
leolasharue@aol.com

Bob Toney 305 592 9782
jtoney49@aol.com

Oscar Castro 305 467 8196
oscar@mdsenet.com

Ernie Saladino  954 559 0068
salamoney1317@gmail.com

Grace Vazquez 305 979 1065
41buickspecial@gmail.com

Felipe Cos

We will have our regular meeting of February 
at the Trattoria Pampered Restaurant in Miami 
Lakes at 7:30 pm on Wednesday Feb. 5th Look 
for his ad for address and phone.
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We had our monthly meeting on Jan. 18th 
at my home, where we prepared all the material for the 
car show. We decided to contribute to the International 
Convention with a full page in their program.

I want to congratulate Oscar Castro for his 
big contribution to the car show with the website he made 
of our club. In addition to allowing, people to register, 
this will allow, in the future, members to pay their annual 
membership fees with by credit card.

We have the following new members: 
WOJTEK CYMER, JOE MACHADO, JOHN JONES, 
MARK DIENSTAG, JORGE AMARO, ALBERT JORGE, 
JUAN NAVARRO.

Their memberships can all be attributed to the website 
Oscar Castro created for our car show. THANKS OSCAR!

March12-16 will be RM Auction. We will 
need drivers for the auction which will help our club to 
get $3,000.00 or $4,000.00. We use that money for our 
parties, BBQ, Holiday Party, Drive out, etc. WE NEED 
YOU!

Our car show on January 26th was a 
success. We had 195 cars, the largest car show in 
Dade County. Thanks to all the members that helped in 
the show. Special congratulations to Raul & Georgina 
Dominguez for their “Best Thunderbird”. Please see 
photos inside.

2014 CTCI INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION

JULY 1ST TO 6TH . SPRINGFIELD, MO.

Don’t miss this opportunity to see over 200 Classic 
Thunderbirds on display. Our Club is participating.

I will be flying non-stop Miami-St Louis on American 
Airlines and will subsequently be renting a large car for 
the 3 1/2 hour drive. If anyone is taking that flight and is 
interested in driving with me, please call me at 786-554-
5200.

There are already 8 couples that have signed on.

Go to the CTCI webside: www://ctci.org for more 
information.

You have to be a member of the CTCI!



Have you seen our internet page?  We need to update 
it. Does anyone  know how to do it?If you can update it 
call me.Our page is as follow:
THUNDERBIRDCLUB.US
You may have your own individual email, mine is as 
follow: FCOS@THUNDERBIRDCLUB.US If you 
want your own just send a note to me. Please follow 
the previous format in doing so. It is free, no charge. 
This is another advantage of your club. Any ideas for 
the page?This page doesn’t cost the club a penny for 
yearly subscriptions, I’m doing it through my business 
company web.
Please call Felipe at (305) 661-5170

INTERNET PAGE

HAPPY BIRTHDAY FOR

FEBRUARY

If your name is missing, it is because you did not give it to us.
Please send it now so we can congratulate you.

CTCI NEWS
DUES ARE DUE
$35.00 MEMBERSHIP ARE DUE, PLEASE 
SEND YOUR CHECK TO THE CLASSIC 
THUNDERBIRD CLUB AT
4000 MONSERRATE ST. CORAL GABLES,
FL 33146

THUNDERBIRD INFORMATION SUPER HIGHWAY:
Take note that we have changed our web page name, it 
is now WWW.THUNDERBIRDCLUB.US to get there 
don’t look at it with a search engine, look at it only with 
www.Thunderbirdclub.us
Our Club’s web page:	 __________	www.thunderbirdclub.us
2005 Thunderbird:	 _____________	www.fordautomobiles.com
Ford racing:	___________________	www.fordacing.com
Speedvision:	 __________________	www.speedvision.com
CTCI’s Home Page:	_____________	www.ctci.org
Daytona’s Turkey run:	___________	www.carshows.org
Metroplex EarlyBirds:	___________	www.geocities.com
Arizona Classic T-Bird Club:	 _____	classic-thunderbird.org
Santa Clara Valley T-Birds:	______	www.tbird.org/scvt
Sierra Nevada Classic T-Bird:	 ____	www.tbird.org/snctb
Connecticut Area Classic T-Bird:	__	www.tbirdsofconn.com
Chicagoland Thunderbirds:	_______	www.thunderbirds.org
Potomac Classic T-bird:	__________	www.hydratech.com
Old Cars	______________________	www. greatoldcars.com 
Classic T-Bird Club of Chicagoland	_ www.ctcc9.com

Full page	___________________	 $675.00
1/2 page	_____________________	 $375.00
1/4 page	_____________________	 $250.00
Card Size (Non members) 	__	 $150.00
Card Size (Members)	_______	 $125.00

Annual rates for advertising in the newsletter

PHIL MARZO	 1ST

MIKE MCNEAL	 3TH

JOAN MARZO	 5TH

ANITA BARAZ	 6TH

SHARRON WRIGH	 9TH

OSCAR CASTRO	 10TH

BUNNY BELILACQUA	 13TH

DEBBIE FERRETI	 13TH

BOB TONEY	 19TH

MARINA GONZALEZ	 26TH
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NUMBERS TO KEEP
The following are contact numbers and e-mail address 
you need to have on file:
AACA Ft Lauderdale region-President Ted Plush 954-
491-5765

VMCCA Sun Coast Chapter. President David Bobbitt
305 661-1340 bobbitt@comcast.net

Model A Club: Tom Zannis 305 281-9192
Car show promoter: Russ Gagliano 954-560-5412
merklvr@msn.com

AACA Miami Region President Oscar Castro 305 467-
8196 www.aaca.org/southflorida

Car show promoter: Gerry Perez 786 344-4228
gerrycarshow@bellsouth.com

Magic Mustang. Frank Alonso 305 551-6077
fadatec@aol.com

Muscle Stangs of Miami Ayanidys Marante 305 321-
0437



GUS MACHADO

GUS MACHADO

OF HIALEAH

OF KENDALL

5

1200 West 49th Street
Hialeah, Florida 33012

.822.3211

JANUARY 2012 VOLUME 14 , #1
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NEW BOOK RELEASED 

Felipe Cos introduced the “Thunderpedia
of the Classic T-Bird”
at the Memphis International Convention.
It has over 300 questions and answers, 
1,000 photos and over 130 pages, all related 
to how to fix our Classic Thunderbirds.
There are no other books similar to this.

Price for Club members is $25.00, 
or order DVD for $20.00
(postage $5.00)

Contact Felipe at 
filo4000@aol.com



Thanks to everyone who brought 
their fantastic cars to our “Back to 
Tropical Park” show on Sunday!
Scott rocked the house with his music 
mixes. 
The weather was perfect and we had 
over 200 cars in attendance. Classics, 
Sports, Muscle, MOPAR..., Pony Cars, 
Hot Rods, Mods, Pick’em Ups, GM A 
Bodies, Vettes, Vipers, Cobras, Super 
Snakes, you name it and of course, 
over 2 dozen beautiful Thunderbirds 
from Phil’s “Chrome Cruiser” to 
Raul’s Red Classic ‘56, there was 
something for everyone! Thanks to the 
Kids who volunteered for Operation 
Ignite, Hagerty Insurance Company’s 
project to introduce Boys and Girls to 
our Hobby. Thanks to all of you who 
voted. Every winner was a “Peoples 
Choice” Special thanks to the Team 
who compiled your votes! Pictures 
from the show include, the Trophies 
, Hagerty Kids, Award Winners, the 
T-Bird Club Members hard at work, 
the award winning cars, including 
The Camaro Transformer Bumble 
Bee, Shelby Eleanor, Classic ‘56 
Thunderbird and Jaguar among some 
other Special Interest cars like John 
Layzell’s 2013 Peking to Paris Rally 
VW. On behalf of our Club founder 
and Show organizer, Felipe Cos, we 
were very proud to provide a Super 
Show for everyone to enjoy.

See you next year! Ed Raabe 
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FOR THE NEAREST NAPA STORE
1-800-LET-NAPA
NAPAonline.com

PROUD PRINTER OF THIS NEWSLETTER

MVP94100566

10% DISCOUNT DURING MAY FOR THUNDERBIRD MEMBERS

2818 N.W. 79th Avenue

Miami, Florida 33122

Tel: 305.477.2817   Fax: 305.594.9177
www.doralprinting.com

The First & Last Step In Printing
of Doral
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Our Tropical Park Car Show
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We Want Every Member Involved!

We hope everyone will attend this years Classic Thunderbird 
Club International Convention, but even if you can’t please 
share your knowledge and experiences.

• What is your CTCI Chapter’s schedule and route for getting 
to convention?

• Do you want to meet up with other members for the trip?

• Do you have a Route 66 travel story?

• What are the MUST SEE places along the way?

• Have you found a great website for travel information or 
trip planning?

• How about a funny story or picture about Route 66 or 
traveling to a CTCI convention?

You get the idea.

Each of you have great experiences and local knowledge that 
can make the trip more enjoyable for other CTCI members.

Don’t wait ! Send as many of your experiences, pictures, 
references, links, etc. to jgray@ctci.org and we’ll post them in 
a special area of the CTCI website.

ALL THE INFORMATION FOR THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION IS HERE

CTCI International Convention
“60 Years of Kicks - on Route 66”

July 1-6, 2014 - Springfield/Branson, MO

January, 2014

Dear Member,

By now you’ve probably already heard that this year’s Classic 
Thunderbird Club International Convention, 60 Years of Kicks 
on Route 66, is going to be something special.

The convention features the 60th Anniversary of the introduction 
of our favorite Classic, an indoor Concours d’Elegance and a 
location right down the road from all that Branson, Missouri 
has to offer. The 2014 International is set to be a memorable 
event.

Situated on the world famous Route 66 and centrally located 
in Springfield, Missouri, USA, the location will provide easy 
access no matter where you’re coming from or headed to...

So don’t delay. Commit to “Get your Kicks on Route 66” with 
us this summer! Follow the Convention, Hotel, and Registration 
Information link at the left for all the Hotel and CTCI Event 
details.

Then you can begin planning your trip to Springfield on Google 
Maps or RoadTripper by following the links at the left. The 
RoadTripper website has a special area dedicated to Route 66 
travel under the Guides selection of their website.

See you there!

Wednesday, July 2nd  

Thursday, July 3rd

Friday, July 4th

Saturday, July 5th

• Car Load In begins
• CTCI All Members Meeting
• Ask the Experts Seminar
• Welcome Party

• Continue Car Load In
• Judges Training
• Branson Showboat Belle

• Concours d’Elegance
• Branson Landing Shopping
• Cruise in to “Cruisin USA”
• FIreworks Display

• Swap Meet
• Driving Tour to the Caverns
• Awards Banquet

SUMMARY SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

I sincerely hope you’re able to join your Classic Thunderbird 
Club friends this summer on our Route 66 journey.

If you can’t make it in person, we’ll miss you. But please share 
your travel knowledge and feel free to contact me with your 
ideas and input, or just to talk T-birds.

Wishing each of you and your families a healthy and prosperous 
New Year

Jack Gray

Managing Director
Cassic Thunderbird Club International



F-150

The North American Auto Show 
is the biggest in the Americas, 
if not the world. How does an 
international show differ from the 
Miami show? New car introductions 

at every corner, one-of-a-kind concept cars at every 
stand, sometimes more than a couple, and bright lights, 
vertiginous floor elevations, and noise to rival Miami’s 
most outrageous clubs. The sensory experience is dazzling. 
Of course, given the 10F temperatures outside, sensory 
inputs were best confined to the overheated disco staging 
inside the Cobo Center.

Our friends at Ford have been busy! On stage, framed by 
a perfect ’65 Mustang and the 1962 Mustang concept 
car, was the 2015 Mustang. Yes, I have seen it, and its 
impressive. The roof and rear of the car are much sleeker, 
while the front is more “retro” Over-all, the car seems 
designed to appeal more to Mustang traditionalists 
and possible Camaro defectors than to anyone who was 
contemplating a Hyundai Genesis or a Nissan Z.

Some of the improvements can’t be seen, especially the 
independent rear suspension, or the 400lbs of liposuction. 
The 2015 Mustang is far more evolutionary than 
revolutionary. If the handling and quality are not vastly 
better, I’ll think this was the right car……for 2011, but 
if improved enough, it’s a solid addition to the Mustang 
legend.

The brand-spanking new all-aluminum F-150 was sitting 
there, and attracting tons of attention. Perhaps I should 
say 1,300lbs, because with the change to aluminum alloy, 
the truck weighs 700lbs less than the model it replaces. 
The ability to build in aluminum is the one benefit that 

COURTESY OF GEORGE BISHOPRIC

Porsche 911 Targa

Mercedes 600 Coupe
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REGISTRATION CHAIR
Jerry Giesinger
ggiesinger@bellsouth.net
901-854-9354
901-674-7502 (cell)

CONCOURS CHAIR
Sandra Hood	
clsmhood@sbcglobal.net
972-294-1946
214-697-5564 (cell)

Classic Thunderbird Club International
1308 E. 29th Street

Signal Hill, CA 90755-1842
jgray@ctci.org | (562) 426-2709

CONVENTION CONTACTS

CONVENTION CO-CHAIR
Geraldine Nuckels	
momnuckels@yahoo.com
972-234-1056
469-644-6264 (cell) 

CONVENTION CO-CHAIR
Bob Young	
bobyoung@inbox.com
515-229-3870

CTCI OFFICE
Jennifer Parker
CTCI2@msn.com
562-426-2709
562-426-7023 (FAX)



Ford retained from it’s ownership of Jaguar. It’s a very 
striking in a “brutally handsome” kind of way. That’s been 
the direction of truck styling, of late, and I suspect the 
stylists wanted to convey that, as there are some fears that 
buyers may be frightened of buying a car made of recycled 
beer cans. I think it’s brilliant, and it might be a reason to 
buy Ford stock.

Need more reason for cheer on a grey 16F day? Behold 
the Lincoln MKC! A very well styled car, and the “wings” 
grille finally looks great on a Lincoln. This car will bring 
lots of new customers into Lincoln dealers, in a way that 
the MKZ has not. (That said, it seems the MKZ is more 
and more visible of late…….) Now, with at really good 
rear-drive independent rear on the Mustang, couldn’t that 
same platform stretch a bit to work with a large rear 
wheel drive luxury sedan? “Black Car” drivers miss their 
Town Cars.

Over on the GM side of the world, Cadillac showed the 
stunning “Elmiraj” show car, which is rumored to prefigure 
the 2016 top-of-the-fleet Caddy. I hope so. The handsome 
ATS Coupe was there (again, why not a Mustang-based 
MK IX? The MK VII worked out pretty well!) along with 
the coming plug-in hybrid, which somehow looked better 
than it did in Miami. There is no truth to the rumor that 
gymnastic events at the Summer Olympics will include 
getting in and out of the back seats of this coupe. GM has 
utterly abandoned rear seating and rear vision in two door 
vehicles.

Cadillac’s Elmiraj show car

Chrysler 200
Chrysler had the new 200 Sedan which finally is a 
contender. The interior may be “best in class,” at 
least on the premium models. Very upscale, and I 
suspect this trim was developed for European sales 
of Chryslers and Lancias. Of note is the vanishing 
gear selector level, replaced by a large rotating 
switch, a trend Lincoln started with push buttons 
on the MKZ. Shades of Edsels and Desotos.

That about covers the hometown guys. Enjoy the 
pics.

Lincoln MKZ
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From The Thunerbird GrillClassic Thunderbird Club of South Florida

DRIVERS NEEDED

We will be the major drivers for RM Auction which 
provide our club with money to sponsor our free 
programs for the year. We need every member of our 
club to participate. Invite your friends, neighbors, 
family and business associate to help our club.

Wednesday March 12, 2014 time: 10-5pm
Thursday March 13, 2014 time: 10-5pm
Friday March 14, 2014 time: 11-9pm (11-4; 4-9pm)
Saturday March 15-2014 time: 10-9pm (10-4; 
4-9pm)
Sunday March 16, 2014 time: 10-9pm (10-4: 4-9pm)
(Minimum of 5 hours) Saturday and Sunday night 
important

Location:
FT.LAUDERDALE/BROWARDCOUNTY 
CONVENTION CENTER
1950 Eisenhower Blvd. Ft. Lauderdale

Our club will participate in the money based on the 
number of hours our members drive.

LUNCH and DINNER VOUCHERS AND T-SHIRTS 
WILL BE PROVIDED. FREE PARKING

Contact:
Peter Klein
305-794-2774

DID YOU KNOW THAT WD-40 IS NOT THE BEST?   LOOK WHO IS THE BEST AND THE CHEAPEST

CELERY SEED SALAD DRESSING

From the Spring Mill State Park Inn in Indiana
Submitted by Ruth Wagley

ONE PINT
1 Tbsp Minced Onion
1 tsp Salt
1 tsp Celery Seed
2/3 cups Sugar
1 tsp Paprika
1/3 cup Catsup

ORIGINAL RECIPE (3 TO 3-1/2 CUPS)
Make some to share
1 small Minced Onion
1 Tbsp Salt
1 Tbsp Celery Seed
2 cups Sugar
1 Tbsp Paprika
1 cup Catsup

Mix together well with electric mixer. Add alternately vin-
egar and oil -- For One-Pint add 1/3 Cup vinegar, alter-
nately with 1 cup Vegetable Oil -- For Original Recipe, add 
1 cup Vinegar alternately with 3 cups Salad Oil. Pour into 
jars or bottles. Store in refrigerator for a few days to blend 
flavors.

If desired, you may want to add one or two cloves Garlic 
after pouring into bottles.
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1955-57

RESTORATION PARTS

GREAT PRICES!
EXPERIENCED PARTS
SPECIALISTS!
HUGE INVENTORY!

FREE 
Parts & 

Accessories 
Catalog!

Larry’s Thunderbird &Mustang Parts
1180 California Ave #B • Corona, CA 92881

Orders: (800) 854-0393 • Info: (951) 270-3223 • 24-Hour FAX: (951) 270-3224

FIND US ON THE WEB! www.larrystbird.com

SUPPLYING CONCOURS-
QUALITY UPHOLSTERY, 

PARTS AND ACCESSORIES 
OVER 40 YEARS!

(800) 854-0393
GO FOR THE QUALITYDedicated to Excellence

�
�

�
CALL TODAY!

Thunderbird

Like Us on 
Facebook
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COURTESY OF ED RAABE

Located in a small revival district of 
Ypsilanti, The Ypsilanti Automotive 
Heritage Museum is a “blast from the 
past”!

Never have I seen so many Kaisers, 
Frazers and Henry J s in one place. 
Frazers were built not too far away at 
the old Willow Run Bomber Factory that 
Joseph Frazer bought after WW II. 

Back in 1954 The Kaiser Manhattan 
featured a 140hp Supercharged engine!  
(see sidebar)

There will be a few pictures of these 
“Spectacular” cars among the following. 
“Dutch” Darrin  was the designer who 
penned the Kaiser line and he created 
some wild designs. What about the 
Darrin fiberglass body sports car with 
those “pocket doors”!  Kaiser even had a 
“small Car, The Henry J  which was half 
a decade ahead of its time! 

Since the Museum was once a Dealership 
and Service Center, much of the original 
“charm” of a neighborhood dealer still 
exists here. 

While I was there they were sorting out 
thousands of original Kaiser and Frazer 
parts from the Parts Loft. 

We were told a story about Mario 
Andretti’s visit there. He was especially 
interested in The Hudson, since he raced 
them early in his carrier. They happily 
obliged his request to “start the engine” 

Please enjoy the photos from our visit 
and some of  Tucker Kaiser-Frazer and 
Hudson History!

We had a terrific time, Ed and Arlene 
Raabe

The collection of the Ypsilanti Automotive 
Heritage Museum includes 30 vintage 
automobiles with a historical connection 
to Ypsilanti. A 1933 Hudson Terraplane 
K Series Coach is the oldest in the 
collection up through a 1991 Chevrolet 
Caprice Police vehicle manufactured at 
Willow Run.

The crown jewel of the collection is 
#92, a 1952 Hudson Hornet NASCAR 

champion driven by Herb Thomas. 
Thomas drove this Hornet to his second 
National Championship in 1953. All 
together, Thomas and his Hornets won 43 
NASCAR races.

Ask the kids:

Herb Thomas’s story provides the 
inspiration for the 2006 Pixar film CARS.
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MILLER MOTORS
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TRUCKER
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C L A S S I C  T H U N D E R B I R D  C L U B  O F  S O U T H  F L O R I D A

LASSICC

SO AU IDTH ORFL
CLUB

 BY DAISY HERNANDEZJanuary 18th, 2014 at Trattoria Pampered Chef, Miami Lakes

Minutes  OF  MEET ING 

Meeting was called to order by our New President, Ed Raabe at 9:45 am at Felipe and Christy 
Cos’ house.

Felipe introduced Mark Dienstag, his wife Ydania and son Jordan, as our new members. 
Everyone present introduced themselves and welcomed them into our club.

The President explained that the purpose of today’s meeting was to go over the agenda for 
our car show January 26th back at Tropical Park. Felipe gave everyone their task for that day. 
It was decided if motorcycles show up to the car show we would charge them $10 to enter the 
show.

A discussion was held about members that do not participate in any of our fundraisers or attend 
any of our monthly meetings, but yet attend all of our free events. President moved the item to 
be discussed at our next meeting.

Past President Peter Klein spoke about the next fundraiser, driving cars for RM Auction starting 
on March 12th through 16th. He will be sending out as e-mail with the information. Mike said 
that he has some “chocks” for the drivers so that they can use it when the cars start rolling back. 
Peter brought up the issue of the Club shirts, telling us they will be ordered immediately.

The meeting was adjourned and we stuffed the “Goodie Bags” for the Club sponsored show.
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DEVIL QUESTIONS... ANGEL ANSWERS

Some answers are from my own 50+ years old experience. Some are from someone else’s experiences. Most of them are from 
different publications. 	 Felipe Cos

2

122

Iddle Arm, Springs, Fuel Pump.
Q: THE IDDLE ARM CAME LOOSE. WHY DID IT 
COME LOOSE?

A:  It probably came loose because the bushing is 
no longer good; I recommend buying the bushing 
kit and replacing it. Look for parts #3356-PK for the 
cars with power steering (about $18.00) and for part 
#3356-SK for the cars with manual steering (about 
$12.00).

Q: WHY ARE MOST OF THE BIRDS NOT LEVEL?

A: After 55+ years, the front and rear springs have 
lost flexibility and the car does not keep the level 
they should have (see page #14-29). 

To change the front springs, go to a mechanic. It 
is a dangerous job because the springs have to be 
compressed in order to be installed (part #3010K, 
approximately $150.00).

To change the rear springs, (if you are handy you can 
probably do it yourself ) buy part 5560-A for the ‘55 
and 5560-B for the ’55-’56. They are approximately 
$200.00 for the original type, and $150.00 for the 
replacement one.

Q: WHERE CAN I GET THE FUEL PUMP REPAIR KIT?

A: As far as I know they are not in the market 
anymore. I recommend that if you find one, buy it. 
A new fuel pump will cost approximately $110.00. 
(Part # 9348K)
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Electric Fuel Pump.
Q: COULD YOU SHOW ME WHERE TO INSTALL AN 
ELECTRIC FUEL PUMP?

A: Turn the steering wheel all the way to the right. 
Behind the left wheel you will see a plate (shield 
front fender splash, about 7” x 20”) attached to the 
inner fender. Take it off.

You will see two lines that come from the rear of the 
car. The thinner one is the brake line, the thicker one 
is the fuel line. You will have to cut the thicker one.

Using a tubing cutter, cut the appropriate tubing 
depending on the electric fuel pump you are using. 

Before you cut the tube line, prepare the electric fuel 
pump with the connecting rubber hoses. Rubber 
hoses should get into the tube at least 2” in both 
sides. Tie all the clamps. Connect the ground line of 
the pump to one of the 3 screws that hold the plate 
(you will do that after all the electrical connections 
are done).

Connect a wire from the positive of the pump to the 
inside of the car switch. You may do so passing the 
wire through the rubber seal of the steering wheel.

Make a hole to install the switch under the dash (see 
photo).

Connect a wire from the pump switch to the battery 
positive pole [+] or if you prefer to any other positive 
wire that that only has power when the key is turned 
on.

There are also some other places to install the 
electric fuel pump, like the sides of the driver side 
frame where the two tubing run, but my preference 
is the one shown before (because no one will see 
the pump).
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Electric Hard Top Hoist.
Q: COULD YOU PROVIDE MORE DETAIL FOR 
QUESTIONS 23A & 23B?

A: See details below:

I just made another new hard top power lifter for a 
friend; expenses as of June/2012 were as follow:

Aluminum bar ______________________	 16.00
Hook with screws ___________________	 4.00
2 Lash straps [2 each] $6.00 each _______	 12.00*
Straps mounting hooks (4) ____________	  9.00**
Harbor Freight Lifter motor ___________	 99.00

Total ______________________________	 $140.00

The 1” aluminum bar and the hook was bought 
at a regular hardware store, the straps* and the 
mounting hook** was bought at Pep boys.

*Two boxes of Highland #92313, (lashing straps 12’ 
long and 1” wide with two straps each).

**Four 1.5” wide Karrite #92007 mounting hooks. 

***Harbor Freight lifter motor.

Take the aluminum bar, cut it at 48” long, with a drill 
made a hole in the center big enough to place the 
hook.

Take the Karrite small hooks and place one in each 
of the four lash straps. 

Lash straps should be adjusted to 30” long in the 
front and 31” long in the back (measuring the Karrite 
hook) 

(Mark the front straps with an F, and the back straps 
with a B. [So you won’t confuse them when you 
placed on the hard top for lifting). Lash straps could 
be adjusted to have the top level.

Made a 7” mark from both ends of the aluminum bar. 
Place two straps in each side of the previous marks 
in each side of the aluminum bar, (one F and one B). 

Take some tape and wrap it over the four straps 
in the aluminum bar, the idea is that they will be 
always in the same 7” position. If they slides, top will 
be uneven.

When you place the straps hooks in the hard top, 
the hooks should be placed in front of the hard top’s 
clamps (front & rear). See photo below:

If the top is not level you should adjust it, see pages 23.     

NEEDED PARTS

Continue next page
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HARD TOP HOIST, ENGINE & TRANSMISSION 
MOUNTS, DISC BRAKES, RADIATOR, RADIATOR 
RECOVERY
Photos from previous question

It is recommended that you place some duct tape 
around the straps and the bar to be sure the straps  
don’t slide to the sides.

Q: COULD I INSTALL DISC BRAKES IN MY BIRD?

A: Yes, look in the Bird’s vendors and you will see 
prices and instruction. Prices are approximately 
$1,200.00.

Q: IS THERE A BETTER RADIATOR THAT I CAN 
INSTALL IN MY BIRD?

A: Yes, there is a new 4 row aluminum radiator for 
approximately $500.00. It is available in most T-Birds 
vendors

Q: WHERE CAN A GET A RADIATOR RECOVERY 
CONTAINER?

A: Most T-Birds vendors has it, as well as local parts 
store.


