Proud Organizers of the Magic City Casino Car Show & the Florida's 300 Mile Rally

“—

Bonham's Auction
Boca Raton .- =
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* Huge Inventory Golor Gataloy |
» 1-3 Day Delivery gngaEaci" 265"5’% 'f- i
o 24-Hour Order Lines SHO'P ON.-LmE po )
o Show Winning Quality www.nationalpartsdepot.com

Three Gonvenient Locations
FLORIDA MICHIGAN N.CAROLINA

800-874-7995  800-921-6104 800-368-6451

Local 352-861-8700 Local 734-397-4569 Local 704-331-0900
Ocala, 900 SW 38th Ave. Canton, 2435 S. Haggerty Rd.  Charlotte, 7000 MacFarlane Blvd.
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editor's

REPORT

THE THUNDERPEDIA OF THE CLASSIC
T-BIRD BOOK

This is the only book on the market
that explain step-by-step how to
fix your ‘Bird, it has over 300
questions and over 1,000 photos
The cost for our club
is $25.00 plus $6.00 =

postage. - . o~ INDERPEDIA
- ' ME

If you are interested ELSHC T amn
send me an email
filo4000@aol.com

“THUMDERPED A

OUR ANNUAL CAR SHOW WAS
LAST JANUARY 27TH
AT THE MAGIC CITY CASIND.

We have 97 cars with a perfect day, cool in the mid
70’s.

We was there at 8:00 am and a lot of members help
us to have a very nice show, I don’t mention them
because I’'m afraid to left some one off the list
THANKS to all of them.

Photos of the show are in inside pages

We are the Club that takes care of
driving the cars at the RM auction in
Fort Lauderdale

Peter Klein is the person in charge of organizing it
with the help of Leo Saladino and Mike McNeal

If you can help us driving the cars any of the 4 days,
call Peter at 305 794-2774

Driving days and times are in an inside page.
Remember that this event is our main fund raising for
our club.

CLASSIC THUNDERBIRD CLUB OF SOUTH FLORIDA
CTC CHAPTER #114 MARCH 2013 VOLUME 153 NO.3

We will have our monthly meeting on March 6th
at the Trattoria Pampered Restaurant at 7:00 p.m.
Remember that if your birthday is in March, you
don’t pay for the dinner at the meeting, the Club

takes care.

BOARD

Peter Klein President
305 376-8478
pclein@bellsouth.net

Gary Stump Ist Vice President
786 525-a170
grythird@aol.com

Frank Jones Znd Vice President
994 413-9419
opreps@aol.com

Poppy Madden Secretary
954 566-0000

wuzfuz7@aol.com

Felipe Cos Treasurer
786 5a4-0200
filo4000@aol.com

Daisy Hernandez Past President
305 BI3-6775
hrn3120@bellsouth.com

George Bishopric Director
9a4-761-1438
georgemia@mac.com

Connie Danluck Director
305 206-3033
conico@bellsouth.net

Norm Gabe Director
305 895-34a3
norm@enviromentalcontrol.com

Ed Brown Director
954 931-4542
doubleliz®aol.com

Felix Hernandez Director
305 B13-6775
hrn3120@bellsouth.com

Mike McNeal Director
954 786-8571
tamcneall37@aol.com

Judy Saladino Director
904 372-8291
salamoney@comcast.com

Leo Saladino Director
9594 436-4887
|eolasharue@aol.com

Bob Toney Director
305 592-9782
jtoney43@aol.com

CLASSIC
T\

LA An>
SOUTH FLORIDA

George Bishopric Newsletter proofreading

4000 Monserrate St. Coral Gables, FL 33146
Phone 305 G61-5170 Fax 305 B61-5180 E-mail: flo4000@acl.com
www.thunderbirdclub.us

PAST PRESIDENTS

Felipe Cos 1993

Ken Lemming 2000
Felix Hernandez 2001
Norm Gabe 2002
Andre Fournier 2003-4

This Newsletter may have some misspellings and
mistakes, but it is written with my heart.

| could write it without errors in Spanish, but only a
handful of you would be able to read it.

Please help me to make it even better.

Felipe Cos Founder & Editar

FE|I|JE Cos Connie Danluck 2005 Beorge Bishopric - Proofing
Ed Brown 2006-07 Photos by Felipe Cos
Connie Danluck 2008
Ed Brown 2009
Daisy Hernandez 2010-2011
7%
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THUNDERBIRD INFORMATION SUPER HIGHWAY:

Take note that we have changed our web page name, it
is now WWW.THUNDERBIRDCLUB.US to get there
don’t look at it with a search engine, look at it only with
www. Thunderbirdclub.us

Our Club’s web page:
2005 Thunderbird:
Ford racing:

www.thunderbirdclub.us
www.fordautomobiles.com

www.fordacing.com

Speedvision: www.speedvision.com
CTCI’s Home Page:

Daytona’s Turkey run:

www.ctci.org
www.carshows.org
Metroplex EarlyBirds:
Arizona Classic T-Bird Club:
Santa Clara Valley T-Birds:

Sierra Nevada Classic T-Bird:

WWww.geocities.com
______classic-thunderbird.org
www.third.org/scvt
___www.third.org/snctb
Connecticut Area Classic T-Bird: _ www.tbirdsofconn.com
Chicagoland Thunderbirds: www.thunderbirds.org

Potomac Classic T-bird: www.hydratech.com
Old Cars

Classic T-Bird Club of Chicagoland www.ctcc9.com

www. greatoldcars.com

Annual rates for advertising in the newsletter
FULL PAGE $675.00
1/2 PAGE $375.00
1/4 PAGE $250.00
CARD SIZE (NON MEMBERS) _ $150.00
CARD SIZE (MEMBERS) $125.00

HAPPY BIRTHDAY FOR

MARLCH

DAVID SIEGEL ST

LARRY GANNON 9TH

GUS GREGORY 12TH
RICHARD STANLEN 12TH
AMY BALDOMERO 20TH
DONALD WRIGHT 24TH
PATRICIA TROOST 26TH
GRACE VAZQUEZ 28TH
LORRIE GANON 30TH

If your name is missing, it is because you did not give it to us.
Please send it now so we can congratulate you.

CTCINEWS

DUES ARE DUE

$35.00 MEMBERSHIP ARE DUE, PLEASE
SEND YOUR CHECK TO THE CLASSIC
THUNDERBIRD CLUB AT

4000 MONSERRATE ST. CORAL GABLES,
FL 33146

INTERNET PAGE

Have you seen our internet page? We need to update
it. Does anyone know how to do it?If you can update it
call me.Our page is as follow: THUNDERBIRDCLUB.
us

You may have your own individual email, mine is as
follow: FCOS@THUNDERBIRDCLUB.US If you
want your own just send a note to me. Please follow
the previous format in doing so. It is free, no charge.
This is another advantage of your club. Any ideas for
the page?This page doesn’t cost the club a penny for
yearly subscriptions, I’'m doing it through my business
company web.

Please call Felipe at (305) 661-5170

NUMBERS TO KEEP

The following are contact numbers and e-mail address
you need to have on file:

AACA Ft Lauderdale region-President Ted Plush 954-
491-5765

VMCCA Sun Coast Chapter. President David Bobbitt
305 661-1340 bobbitt@comcast.net

Model A Club: Tom Zannis 305 281-9192
Car show promoter: Russ Gagliano 954-560-5412
merklvr@msn.com

AACA Miami Region President Jean Hawa, 305-661-
9758 www.aaca.org/southflorida

Car show promoter: Gerry Perez. 786 344-4228
gerrycarshow@bellsouth.com

Magic Mustang. Frank Alonso 305 551-6077
fadatec@aol.com

Muscle Stangs of Miami Ayanidys Marante 305 321-
0437

Sarirzcderrloirecd
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Truly great things
tend to improve with age.

World Ford has been part of the
South Florida community for over 40 years...
and we're only getting better.

£i'£§~’.,",’.{'!’""”” 305538 6571
p— T
ﬁ%ﬂ!’ﬂ””‘” Oz 305.822.3911

It’s all about the price and the huge selection... and it always has been.

We Fix it Right >~ 3 FREE ESTIMATES

the First Time [
CII'Id GUCI rad niee : / . o Two locations to serve you better:

Original Location

i‘l‘ fOI" LIFE! ' ,' 3051 SW 38th Court

Miami, FL 33146
A f 305-448-4100

Mew West Kendall Location
12539 SW 128th Street
Miami, FL 33186

(k]
[

Brany Binker

ear Tamiami Airport)

ALL WORK RESTORED 305-251-5133

TO SHOWROOM :
CONDITION! T P
Frem = 'fij i —JJ r—')
TIPS Body & Paint Work - — 7
To Complete from People

SLUECUY You Know and Trust - -5 f <
¥ i ; COMPLETE PAINT & BODY SHOP
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Robinson Enterpriscs

1875 N. Leavitt Ave. Hagertv Insurance is
Orange city, Fl 32763 proud to support the

Classic Thunderbird
407-467-7092 Club of S. Florida

3186-775-7796 Fax
ToTAL PROTECTION

HAGERTY,

COLLECTOR CAR INSURANCE
1-800-922-4050 | WwWW.HAGERTY.COM

NEW BOOK RELEASED

Felipe Cos introduced the “Thunderpedia
of the Classic T-Bird”

at the Memphis International Convention.
It has over 300 questions and answers,
1,000 photos and over 130 pages, all related
to how to fix our Classic Thunderbirds.
There are no other books similar to this.

Price for Club members is $25.00, qﬁ“‘m\{_ § \— e .
or order DVD for $20.00 t"’"h YNDERPED| A"
(postage $5.00) & :"F':L"‘“"?T-Elﬂ.ln

Contact Felipe at o
filo4000@aol.com “THUNDERPEDI A"

OF THE CLASSIC T-BIRLY
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1955-57 -
| A

: RETORATION PARTS

SUPPLYING CONCOUR:
QUALITY UPHOLSTERY,
PARTS AND ACCESSORIES
OVER 40 YEARS!

* GREAT PRICES!
*EXPERIENCED PARTS &~ w o

SPECIALISTS! =97 P
*HUGE INVENTORY! -

CALL TODAY!

(800) 854-0393

Dedicated to Excellence GO FOR THE QUALITY Facebool

We also offer heat resistant Ceramic Coatings.

wilorepeting.eom

wreyw.bullssyepownden
305-278-211
Larry’s Thunderbird & Mustang Parts

1180 California Ave #B e Corona, CA 92881
F dX 3 U 5 '2 ? 8 '?6 59 Orders: (800) 854-0393 » Info: (951) 270-3223 » 24-Hour FAX: (951) 270-3224
14016 S.W. 140 ST. Miami, FL 33186 FIND US ON THE WEB! www.larrystbird.com

COMIPLEUTE 19851066 PARUS SUPPLY

Theusancls eff new ancl Usea Parts
I steck ancl reacly for shipping.

U.S.A. Toll Free: (800)227-2174
INFORMATION: (925) 825-9550
FAX: (800) 964-1957

INT'L FAX: (925) 689-1771
INTERNET: www.tbirdhg.com
E-MAIL: parts@tbirdhq.com
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Toney Drilling Supplies, Inc.
eknviruamentol Well Suppbes oDl Rigs olab Epuipment
#[lilling Tooks #rill Mo eEngineering, Soll and Concrare Fpiomant

ROBERT TOMEY
President

14060 N.W. 19TH AVE »MIAMI, FL 33054
[305) 683-2453 «[B0D) 437-6193 #FAX (305) 687-5231
e-moil: www.leeydriling com

PROUD PRINTER OF THIS NEWSLETTER

Minuteman
Press.

Printing

2818 N.W. 79th Avenue

Miami, Florida 33122

Tel: 305.477.2817 Fax: 305.594.9177
www.doralprinting.com

Environmental Control, Inc.
Sunrise Sheet Metal, Inc,

16 NW Bih Ave

Fort Lsuderdale, FL 33311

e B ironmentaloortrol crn

954-764-0232 Broward

105-895-5696 Dade
§54-764-0966 Fax

Mechanical Contractors Lic # CMC 014588
General Contractors Lic # CGC 06054

Norm Gabe Professional Engineers Lic # EB 07542

President
e Eaniw o et alypegepd com

Proveiding air guality control wprk for aur customers for over 30 years

Thvough Time Feace of Mircd
Pusaial dn Suppest the (fossic Thondoiul Clak of Seth Fovida

J.C. Taylor

IS PROUD TO SUPPORT
THE CLASSIC

THUNDERBIRD CLUB

OF SOUTH FLORIDA

GIVE US A CALL AT 800-922-4050 OR
LOG ON TO WWW.HAGERTY.COM

INSURANCE = ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE « HOBBY RESOURCES

10% DISCOUNT DURING MAY FOR THUNDERBIRD MEMBERS

EAGLE OVERHAULING, INC

Serving since 1976

500 WEST, 271h Stroet
S Hialeah, Florda 33010
- s

T
by,

Aﬁ:a rlos A. Acosta

¥ Productions Manager

o

O

RUBEN COOLEN
AREA MAMAGER

H250 NW. 58 5T

MIAMI. FL. 33178
Tel (305) 599-2629
Cell: (786) 256-5225

FOR THE NEAREST NAPA STORE
1-800-LET-NAPA
NAPAonline.com

&1 EON 305.642.1662

k MEDICAL
CENTERS

MEDICARE

MIAMI - BIRD ROAD - WESTCHESTER

EAST HIALEAH + WEST HIALEAH

Tlindtandinad Spaciaticis

A CASCOEg

MiMEE TBa0

REPRODUCING & MANUFACTURING PARTS FOR
1955-1957 THUNDERBIRDS SINCE 1969
Most orders shipped same day! Call for a free catalog

CLASSIC AUTO SUPPLY

795 HIGH STREET, COSHOCTON, OM 43812
orders 800-374-0914 ., tech help 740-622-9700
www.classicthird.com

TRATTORIA PAMPERED CHEF
Classic Italtan Cuistne
“Yery Good™ Muava Hesan
“A Sovm Hir™ Teaver Hovioay,
G Varee D Guing
Catening * Farties » AT Occasions

Coamriat Nasy

TeL: (305) B25-83919
TAIAT Muanei Lakis Dwuivi Cron: (786) 210-3539
Miasn Lakes, FL 33014 Fax: (305) B25-8918

Sarirzcderrloirecd
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Bonham's Auction Boca Raton

BY GEORGE BISHOPRIC

One of the many rationalizations we all make about our
hobby is that “it’s an investment,” and to some degree,
it is. Then again, being an investment does not guarantee
that it’s a GOOD investment.

As part of the Boca Raton Concours d’Elegance, Keith
Martin of “Sports Car Market” had a seminar on
investing in collector cars featuring a panel of experts,
some of whom you might recognize, such as Wayne Carini,
of “Chasing Classic Cars.” These guys all seem to know
each other well, and I’'m sure Bonham’s was happy to
have them there to raise the excitement for their auction.

The panelists seemed quite focused not on the general
hobby market, but on the Pebble Beach/Amelia Island
set. I guess that’s why they suggested that we all go
out and purchase Blower Bentleys and Ferrari Berlinetta
Lussos, so that we could all get rich selling used cars to
Russian Mafia Oligarchs, Arab Sheiks, and those Wall
Street bankers we bailed out over the last several years.
I suspect much of the advice they gave about auction
houses, “all really good operations” had much to do
with that cadre of owners. Certainly, Barret Jackson’s
production of the Batmobile auction had a lot to do with
the $4.2 million price that the car fetched. I don’t think
the average Joe with a ‘56 Chevy is as favored by the
auction companies.

Still some good points were made: There are lots of
Baby Boomers approaching retirement, and many
will be indulging pent-up desires for the cars of their
youth. Televised Barrett-dJackson and Mecum auctions,
which were a programming risk a few years ago, have
stimulated demand for old cars, and the volume of cars
going through auctions has increased by a staggering
amount over the last few years.

The panelists all seemed concerned that the high end
market was so high that it might correct, and reminded
everyone about the fate of those who bid up Mopar a
few years ago. As for recommendations? For mortals,
Alfa Duettos, Buick Riviera GS models, Oldsmobile
Toronados, Porsche 911s. At a little more money, the
Acura NSK was a good point. There are more and more
people restoring those Japanese cars of the 70s, too.
The collector car market is increasingly international,
and some Muscle Cars in particular don’t have much of
a following outside of the US, except for in Sweden, it
seems.

For the high rollers? Not many surprises; Talbot Lago,
Ferrari, Bentley, the usual suspects. Go look at the
Dupont Report. Personally, I don’t think the market for
$500,000 cars is the same universe as the market of
$50,000 cars, and that it’s another reality entirely from
the market for $5,000 cars.

At the end, there was some confirmation of what we all
know: You buy a car because you like it, not because it’s
an “investment.” After all, “nobody falls in love with a
stock certificate.”

fﬁ. - !
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OLDRIDE

1955 Ford Thunderbird

Ford’s most exciting news for 1955 was the introduction of the
2-passenger Thunderbird! The new V-8 powered bird was introduced
as a sporty competitor to the Vet, but included a full line of luxury
options and based on a full-sized Ford. The first year Ford exceeded
its projected sales for the T-bird with 16,155 produced. Introductory
The new and exciting 1955 Ford Thunderbird Convertible  retail price was $2,695, just $5 less than the 1955 Corvette.

Over 5,000 names were considered for the all new Thunderbird, including Hep Cat, Beaver, Runabout
and EIl Tigre. Alden Giberson, a Ford stylist submitted the name Thunderbird based on the legend from
the Southwest. The first Thunderbird rolled off the line on September 9, 1954 and was announced as the
new sports car by Ford on September 23 and went on sale on October 22nd of the same year.The public
responded well to the Thunderbird by placing more than 3,500 orders in the first 10-day selling period.
The media responded as well, Motor Trend named the Thunderbird as one of the six best looking cars of
1955 in its September issue.

1955 Ford Thunderhird Production and Specifications

Model Number Body/Style Number Body Type & Seating Factory Price Shipping Weight Total Production

Thunderbird

PS5 40 2 dr Convertible - ZF 32,844 2,880 lbs 16,155
Chassis Data

Maodel Wheelbasae Overall Length  Owverall Width Front Tread Rear Tread Tires

Thunderbird 102 in 175.310n 7030 56 in 56 in 6.70 x 15 wheless

Vin Number Decoding - 1955 - 1956 Ford Thunderbird

S PS5 FH 100501

BoDy COLOR TRIM PRODUCTION CODE

40 A XA 17 K 46
o~

Location: Installed on the dash panel in the engine compartment.

8 MARCH 2013 VOLUME 15, #3



First Symbaol - Enging

P = V8 DHY 292 cu. in
Second Symbal - Model Year
5=1855

Third - Assembly Plant

A= Allanla, GA

C = Chegier, PA

D =Dallas, TX,

E = Mahwah, N.J

F = Dearbom, M

G = Chicago, IL

H = Lorain, OH.

J = Los Angalas, CA

K = Kansas City, MO

L = Long Beach, CA.

Fouwrth Symbaol - Body Style
H = Thundertind

M =VE OHV 282 cu. in

6= 1055

M = Memphis, TH
N = Mool VA

P = Twan Cities, Wi
R = San Jose, CA
5 = Pilod Piant

T = Motuchan. MNJ
U = Louisville, KY
W= Wayna, MI

¥ = Wixnom, ML

Z =51 Louks, MO,

Last Six Symbols - Production Sequance

Starting at 100001

T PR

VUE TGN

0 A XA 17 K 46

Body Type Code

A0 = Thunderhird

Body Color Code

A= Raven Black

E = Snowhshoa YWhite (1955)
E = Colonial While (1886)
J = Buckskin Tan

K = Fiesta Red

L = Feacock Blue

M = Goidengiow Yellow
Trim Code

XA or A= Black & White
KB or B = Red & Whia

XC or C = Turguolse & White (1055)

P = Thunderbird Gray
R = Torch Red

T = Thundeaibird Blue
' = Goldenrod Yellow
Y = Sunset Coral

2 = Thunderbird Grean

XD or D = Black & Yellow (1955)
XD = Tan & Wniie {1956)
XF = Green & White

X = Dark Peacock & White (18556]
Date Code (exampla - 17 K 48 - 17 = day of month K = manth 46 = Forty-sixih car produced]

Ao M o= January
B or P = February
C or & = March
D or R = April

E of B = May
ForT = June

Transmission Codes

Code
1
2
3

1955 Ford Axle Codes

Gor U= July
Hor W = August

J o W= Septemiber
K or X = Dctober

L oor ¥ = Novemibas
M of T = December

Transmission Type
J-Speed Manual
Orverderva
Fordomatic 2-spead

Ratio

411te 1
310te1
35611
3T0te 1
3Bte1
291 te1
288111

Ford THUNDERBIRD

—masterpiece of engineering

A new kind of personal car that combines sports-car
styling and performance with passenger-car conveniences

it yom've wvn thn deek bed g wsisles oo
i L it § e

T e air

.

o~ isewing. powrr brsben o s
fsatarw. Far puample. the Thandmbid's  dows sl o dowwy porwes snd sin oy

OFTIONAL HARD TOF CAN BE GUIGCHLY REMOVED ..

mew Tlasaberbsinl Spocial b
n ol Funls bssssn ¥ Adiuk V5%

- | M
b 1t e b ditiag e o e e

af the bk

HOLDE THE ROAD LIKE A COAT OF FPAINT

ddesignen] the Thonderbinls  ovevwwios allity. This sbrosor] type of s

il ared st wight  pemmon o Ll peisis St have ey
wh etk cowier o gavity e shosgrn] sewty s Whest Whary st Ioiessl or ot cmst
snlalality, Noew all fomnd Frant Soii- ol lisee. Thas i awwsmederi ey sl o hist wrabew
povios pives Gl Thosderisinl eseBet o ddiet cent god i,

For further information about

the FORD THUNDERBIRD
gee your Ford Dealer

o —

e e - —— i
s COMVERTINLE TOP CAM BE FOLOED AWAY IN BECONDSI

2201105
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1956 Ford Thunderbird

With the success of its first year, Ford made only
a few significant changes to the 1956 model. One
of those was the addition of an outside location for
the spare tire which allowed for extra trunk space.
The tire mount moves out of the way by use of a
hinged bracket. New cowl side vents along with new
glass wind deflectors make for improved passenger
ventilation and greater driving comfort.

Advanced features of the new high torque
Thunderbird Y-8 engines for 1956 include high
compression, short-stroke design, new Double
Twin-Jet carburetor with integrated automatic
The 1956 Ford Thunderbird Convertible in its 2nd year of production. Cho ke and a new 1 2 -VO |t |g n |t| on SyStem .

1956 Ford Thunderbird Production and Specifications

Model Number Body/Style Number Body Type & Seating Factory Price Shipping Weight Total Production
Thunderbird
ME'PS 4048, 2 dr Convertible - 2P 53151 3,088 Ibs 15,631
Chassis Data
Model Wheelbase Overall Length  Owverall Width Front Tread RearTread Tires
Thunderbird 102 in 175.310n 70.3i0n BEin 56 in 6.70 x 15 four-ply tubeless

Vin Number Decoding - 1955 - 1956 Ford Thunderhird

SRS *P5FH 100501

USOEE L% TED STATES LETTE

%1312
30 are 45

OTHER PATEMTS PENDING

BoDY COLOR TRIM PRODUCTION CODE

40 A XA 17 K 46
o~
MADE In Us & BY d‘m REG WS PATENT OFFICE

Location: Installed on the dash panel in the engine compartment.
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First Symbol - Engine

P = VB OHV 282 cu_ in
Second Symbod - Modal Yaar
5= 1955

Third - Assembily Plant

A= Allanta, GA

C = Chaster, PA

D = Dallas. T

E = Mahwah, M)

F = Dearooim, Ml

G = Chicago, IL

H = Lorin, OH

4= Los Angeles, CA

K = Kansas City, MO

L = Long Baach, CA

Fourth Symbal - Body Style
H = Thunderbird

Last Six Symbols - Production Sequence
Starting at 100001

Body Type Coda

A0 = Thairdesind

Body Color Codo

A = Raven Biack

E = Snowhahoa YWhate | 1955]

E = Colorsal Whita (1955)

o = Buckskin Tan

K = Fiestn Red

L = Peacock Blue

M = Goldengiow Yellow

Trim Coda

XA, or A = Black & White

XB or B = Rad & White

XC or C = Turquoise & Whibe (1955)
XC = Dk Peacock & White (1958)

Date Coda (example - 17 K 46 - 17 = day of month K = month 46 = Forty-sixth car produeced)

A or N = January
Bor P = Febrnuary
C or O = March
Dor R = Apsil

E or 5 = May
For T=June

M = W8 OHV 262 cu. in Transmission Codes
b Code Transmission Type
M = Mamphis, TN 1 3-Speed Manual
M = Norfol, VA 2 Overdrive
P = Twin Cilas, Wi 3 Fordomatic 2-speed
R = San Jose, CA,
5 = Pilat Plart
T = Metuchen, NJ
U = Lowsile, KY 1956 Ford Axle Codes
W = Waryna, I
¥ = Wixom. MI
Z =5 Louis, MO Codes Ratio
] 411101
1 310101
2 356101
3 170101
4 389101
5 291101
& 2E910 1

P = Thuhderbird Gray
R = Torch Red

T = Thundertird Bkie
W = Goldannod Yelow
Y = Sunsel Coral

Z = Thundesrbind Gresn

XD or D= Black & Yeliow (1955)
X0 = Tan & Whte ([ 1558)
XF = Green & Whibe

Gorll= July
HaorY = August
Joor W = Seplember
K or X = Dchobear

L ar Y = Movember
M or £ = December

Could you tell me what is this car?

Goldenbird

A restyled 1955 T-Bird.

It was displayed in the
Ford Rotunda in the spring
of 1956 and in the Detroit
Autorama in the late 50s.
It was hand picked for the
2010 Customs Then and
Now exhibit at the 2011
Grand National Roadster
Show in Pomana, CA.

o L R
PHOTO BY SONDRE KYIPT - KUSTOMRAMA

S arirzcdenfriecd
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The 1957 Ford Thunderbird Convertible

1957 Ford Thunderbird

Some major styling changes took
place on the 1957 Ford Thunderbird
from previous years. Inside, the
instrument panel was redesigned
with clustered dials plus new designs
to the all-vinyl upholstery and trim
combinations. Qutside the spare tire
went back into the trunk, which didn’t
occupy too much room in the 5 feet by
5-1/2 feet space. The standard top for
the ‘57 Thunderbird, made of glass-
fiber, was removable and had stylish
port windows (also available without
port windows). A manually operated

1957 Ford Thunderbird Production and Specifications

Model Humber Body/Style Humber Body Type & Seating  Factory Price Shipping Weight Taotal Production
Thunderbdrd

CTDMET 40 2 dr Convertible - 2P 53408 3134 Ibs 21,380
Chassis Data

Model Wheelbase  Owerall Length  Owverall Helght  Front Tread Rear Tread — Tires

Thunderbind 102 in 1814 in 516in 58N 58in 7.50 x 14 four-ply tubeless

Location: Installed on the dash panel inthe engine compartment.

First Symbal - Engine

D= V8 OHV 312 cu in
Second Symbol - Model Year
¢ = 1957 B=

Third - Assembly Plant
A= Allanta, GA

F = W& OHW 312 cu, in Supercharged

1956

M = Memphis, TH

Trim Code

XH = Flame Red Vinyl
X.J = Bronze (Copper] Vinyl

soft top was also an option but at
an extra cost. Tops were available in
black, blue, tan or white and comfort-
sealed against the weather. The rear
boasted rear fins which were growing
in populartity by automakers.

The Thunderbird’s optional engine
choice for 1957 contained 312 cu.
in with 285 hp while the standard
engine has 212 hp. Also available was
3 choices of transmission including a
new 3-speed manual.

Vin Numher Decoding
1957 Ford Thunderbird
SERIAL  WUMBER "o ™

_"-_F"I-n-r BEG. U5
OD7TFH 1095300 EHEN J(J‘B"—"ﬁ PAT. OFF

BODY COLOR TRIM  DATE TRANS AXLE

e @

VS FUMIDLE S CONSTESTLS weliS peTID STATEE LETTLN FATENTS
BETOARE ROGOTIE FASS 83D FATTANE ¥ TO0 SEd
FISOENT SEINEFS FAYI B FATTENA 5 FIe e
FII0418 TEITHN) TEINEI 3080 0NT

OTHER PATINTE FENDMNG

XA = Raven Black & Colonial White Vinyl XK = Colonial White Winyl

XL = Dresden [med. Blue) & Starmist (it. Blue) vinyl

XM = Cumberland (med. grean) & Willow (it green) vinygl

Date Code (example - 17 K - 17 = day of month; K = month

A or N = January

C = Chester, PA N = Norfolk, WA B or B = February
D = Dallas, TX P = Twin Citias, \W1. C or 0 = March

E = Mahwah_ NJ R = San Jose, CA Ooor R = Agpril

F = Dearborn, M 5 = Pilot Plant EorS=May

G = Chicago. IL T = Metuchen, MJ FarT= June

H = Losain, OH,

U = Loviswille, KY

Transmission Codes

J = Los Angeles, CA. W= Wayne, MI Coda
K = Kansas City, MO. ¥ = Wihoom, MI. 1
L = Long Beach, CA Z =5t Louis, MO. 2
Fourth Symbol - Body Style a3
H = Thundertird Rear Axle Code
Last S5ix Symbols - Froduction Sequence Code
Starting at 100001 o

1
Eody Type Code 2
A0 = Thunderbad 3
Body Color Code 4
A = Raven Black N = Gunmetal Gray / Seaspray Green 5
E = Colonial White Q = Thundrbird Bronze 6

F = Starmist Blue R = Torch Red
G = 5un Gold ' = Flame Red
H = Gunmetal Gray X = Dusk Rose
J = Willow Green ¥ = Inca Gold

L = Azure Blug Z = Coral Sand

Goor U= July
Hoary = Augus'.

J or W = September
K or X = October

L ar¥ = November
M or 2 = December

Transmission Type
3-Spead Manual Shift
Qverdrive
Fardomatc 2-speed

Ralio
411
310
3.56
370
389
2.81
269
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?om CLrassic ?m.mwﬁw Rum LEA.DER.

REAR LEAF 5PH1NGE f 2]
New reproduction leal sprngs -
are the “Original Style” foaf 4 i f"\-...::‘
: spring, Banded - s angnal 45 wu ..,.
~~—as Origiar  With cgged & rounded leaf WINDSHIELD WIPER ARM t'-" A_
ends & gigol front bushing CHROME BEZELS - PAIR
¥ You cannot buy a beiter set 1- B
of leaf springs anywhaerel 1751415-R 5557 RH&LH . 2285 ....1 _
] L F
\ \ With Fremi  gepnp sRi57 pr. 380,90 TOP WEATHERSTRIP KITS
e — = o’ b Ve have bean bobd thal all of aur hardflop
& sof lop weathersirips are
) la “The Best Available”
FRONT DISC BRAKE KIT . e J
: o Give your T-Bied the stoppig power it We carry beth types of hatciop weathersinps!
desarves! Everything you see is e ‘{._ RDTOP KITS
included in tha kit from rotors & calipers o
10 bearings & seals, its' il there UPPER & Lm'.rEn AL O] | e N S
¥ih easy to foliow instructions, you'll Upper & lewer ball joint with original
be back an tha road with a superior style washers & seals'
SOFT TOP KIT
. 1 braking sysfem in no timea . 2
EE a2 00 \\___/_/ i WEIK 555, Naw 194 85 k“m'c“ 10 Pe. ki 4 E'E‘J
2000 L %, A
L TRy 111 b b

OUTSIDE
"ll REAR VIEW MIRROR

‘Wa have a high guality
eproduction of bath fypes:

) B
( N —
fﬁ- = : REAR SPRING MAJOR fromm top & bottom | 3885
I 2 2 " OIL FILTER ADAPTER KIT OVERHAUL KIT 17696-BR  56/57. Both screws

17686-AR E5, Screws attach

18515-AR 15515-BR C';U'-'EII.'I your -c:,n 'ﬂ? flil".l.‘r oa r i L attach from the top 38 ﬁEJ
CHROME SO e # 2 Rear shackle kit
BACKUP LAMP HOUSING BEBIK 55457 2085 .l/" E - :nm: :|.\:||n= bali & nuk
2 = Fromi bhashing
::::::;: i‘sﬁlmﬂrel il : £ # 4 - Sprimg mounting retniner ﬁnﬂiﬁj\?ﬁf
with raflactor 48,85 ¢ 4 - Spring mounting insuliier 5 ik
¢ 11 ar 16 - Anti-sgueaks o come 'iadlal':"'s
- J ¢ 2. Center boll & mul arvailable for your
Thundertnd!
h G5B0-AKR 55 ki 139,85
RUBEBER TRUNK MAT 5550-BKR 55/57 kit 124.85
Chr 1956 nubber trunk mat can ba modified for % . ~Hesyw-Dury - 4 Row. STO. CORE WITH
usa in a 1555 Thunderbird! 1/2° ruees on 16" center
' - g ~HugH EFFIIENGT - 4 ROW, Hian EFFCIENCY
45455-R568 56 With hangng cunain 109 25 S/ Y, ” hﬂS lhE' CORE WiTh 27 TLES o I8 crnTeR
J | \ “Ring® ~Detuns - 4 Row, Moy EFFCIENCY
| | As o i core with 127 ruses o 596" centeR
- | | ”E[na"
SHEET METAL "-__ i 8005-3TD 55/57, 2 row conge 345,00

We have a Full
Sedection of sheel
matal availablel

Counert Rive 8005-HD 55/57, Heavy Duty 369.00
: 8005-HE 55/57, High Efcency 44375

ol ; 4 BOOS-DPT 55/57, Optima’ 52500
-\_-'""'--\.\_ : N = S } . : B005-ALUM 55/57, Light wesght &
r = - supnior cooling 285 55
=
WS COWL MOUNT ANTENNA

Give us a call with

your all your sheat g
matal noeds and W
we will be happy

to help you!

\ il

& have a high quality reproduction F\
antenna for your 1855-57 T-Bird!
This cowl mount anbenna has the
‘mng’, As Original
Cur kit chades arfenna with plasbc

base & rhber pad

1BB13-AR 55/57 W 5955 INSIDE REAR VIEW M!RRGR
L] b r

1TT00-R 5557, Memor B slemonly 28 95
/ 1955-1957 THUNDERBIRD + 1948-1972 FORD TRUCK TETIR. CORE Mg Sraciod. - #.18
/ 1958-1966 THUNDERBIRD ¢ 1960-1972 GALAXIE @fﬂ? I’IIHM[‘Q \ /
/ 1949-1959 'Bic ForD' CAR / 1962-1872 Fum Q

/ 1949-1956 MERCURY CAR  / 1968-1971 ToRINO

M P ﬂZ_ & @Dce)ssnis)

3655 Arrowneap Drive, Carson Crry Nevapa 89708
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GET INTO A
NEW FORD TODAY!

20]3 F'|50 AND 20]4 MUSTANGS IN STOCK

New 2013 Ford New 2014 Ford

F'ISO TRUCKS MUSTANGS

g e ~HM|IMI||E

EXTENDED SERVICE HOURS! NON.THU:7:30an-Tpm 81 730am-bpn 54T 230am 3y [

9000 NW 7" Ave « Just Off ®5)in Miami F
1-877-811-9433 « www, MelruFurd com I/

nk and dealer fes w rowed cradit. Offers can mot be combs
MEMFG
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CLASSIC
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CLUB

[N B
SOUTH FLORIDA

CLASSIC THUNDERBIRD CLUB OF SOUTH FLORIDA

February 6th, 2013 at Trattoria Pampered Chef, Miami Lakes
BY POPPY MADDEN-SECRETARY

MINUTES OF MEETING

President Peter Klein opened the meeting at 7:30 p.m. Twenty member
were present, including new members Richard and Lucy Stanley.
Everyone introduced themselves and we all said what kind of cars we own
-- even those that are not Thunderbirds.

Gary Stump said that one of his cars will be on the STARZ Network show
“Magic City” for a few years.

Treasurer Felipe Cos said that someone contacted him at our club’s
annual show, Jan. 27 at the Magic City Casino in Miami. The man was an
organizer of the Winter Tour Race for antique cars and GT cars that was to
be held Feb. 24in Homestead. The maximum speed that would be allowed
for the antique cars was to be 45 miles an hour.

The man gave Felipe free tickets to distribute to members of our club
and several persons said they were interested in attending and accepted
tickets.

Peter announced that Gary said people should check the web site
SouthDadeCarShow.com for information on car events in Dade. Peter
said Phil Marzo is the club’s person to contact for information about car
shows -- and that if anyone is going to a show they should tell Phil. Phil
can be contacted at: Pro200@comcast.net

(secretary’s note: there is also a website that includes upcoming shows in
Broward, Palm Beach and Dade Counties; itis: cruisinsouthflorida.com)

Felipe reported we had 98 cars at the January show and the club made
$1,604 from the event. He said that at the show we had a couple of years
ago at Tropical Park we had 220 cars but the club made more money at
Magic City Casino because we did not have to pay to use the site and for
other things such as portable toilets.

Connie Danluck said she thinks we should open the show to more
categories of cars and have fewer restrictions. “We’'d get more people,”
she said. Connie also said that we should get the Magic City Casino
people to advertise our show (shortly before it is held). She said the
casino does a lot of advertising on the radio and that we should try to get
them to say something like “and don’t forget the car show” on whatever
date we have it.

Daisy Hernandez said her “Concern is we are an antique and classic car
club having an antique and classic car show -- and we didn’t have many
antiques and classics.”

Peter said that the car show is a fund-raiser for our club and “We now
have $1,600 we didn't have before, to pay for our social events. We get
a lot of people (in our club) who do not go to our show but do come to our
free events; the parties and the picnics. But these people do pay dues
-- which also supports our club.” He also noted that some club members
live farther north than Miami-Dade County and that he would like to set up
some kind of an event more convenient for them.

Connie mentioned that she had worked on helping organize some things
for the January show and said, “The people at Magic City are glad to work
with us in any way and are very helpful.”

Phil Marzo said “Most people from Broward do not like to go to Dade.”

Mike McNeal, who lives in Pompano Beach, said he'd like to comment
about that.

“Don't expect people from Broward to bring their cars down here; | drive

on 95 - itis a nightmare. When you look at the people coming to our club
events these are people who support us -- the Mustang Club, the Mercury
Club, etc. ~ Maybe we ought to encourage people near the Magic City
Casino to go to that location for the car show,” he said.

Daisy said “Hialeah is full of cars” that might be appropriate for our show.

Peter commented that “When you think about Thunderbirds, you think
about our classics. | have passed out fliers; people are not responding.
People with the later 50s, 60s and newer ones, (and) people with Mustangs
are not interested in coming to our shows.  We have a whole year to work
on this -- and we will.”

Ed Raabe, who lives in southern Broward, suggested we look into the
possibility of having the show at the Bonnet House, an historical home and
museum at Fort Lauderdale Beach.

Gary Stump said one of the problems might be that “The weekend we have
our show is the weekend between the weekend of the football games that
decide who is going to be in the Super Bowl and the (actual) Super Bowl.
There are four or five other clubs with shows the same weekend. | think
we did pretty well with our show this year.”

Connie said, “You'll never find the perfect weekend to hold the show in
South Florida. Maybe we should change the name and note call it the
‘Thunderbird Club Show;” maybe we should change it to ‘The People’s
Choice’ show or something.”

Phil said he “Never saw so many jeeps” at our (previous) shows.

Gary noted that this is the first year they were specifically invited. “I spoke
to the head of the jeep club -- he definitely wants to back next year. |also
spoke to the head of the Corvette Club and he also has people who came
and who are interested in coming again next year.

Peter announced that our club will again be driving cars on and off the
auction block at the RM Auction that will be held at the Broward County
Convention Center at the end of March.

All club members are encouraged to volunteer in this endeavor. The actual
auction will be Friday Mar. 22, Saturday. Mar. 23 and Sunday March 24.

Drivers are also required for Wednesday, Mar. 21 and Thursday Mar. 22.
On those days we will help unload cars that are going to be auctioned from
the trucks that are transporting them to Fort Lauderdale. and also assist
with verifying the VIN number and paperwork for each vehicle.

Twenty-five drivers are needed for the Friday, Saturday and Sunday
S€essions.

Ten are needed for the Wednesday and Thursday program.

Contact Peter Klein as soon as possible to arrange when you will be able
to drive. People should expect to be there at least four or five hours. He
will need your shirt size (you will get a special T-shirt for the event). You
will also be provided with lunch and/or dinner.  You may invite friends
to participate. ~ Obviously everyone who drives these cars must be a
licensed driver.

Mike McNeal and Leo Saladino will be in charge of the drivers at the
auction site.

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.
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