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SHOP ON-LINE
 Show Winning Quality www.nationalpartsdepot.com

Three Gonvenient Locations
FLORIDA MICHIGAN N.CAROLINA

800-874-7095  800-521-6104 800-368-6451

Local 352-861-8700 Local 734-397-4569 Local 704-331-0900
Ocala, 900 SW 38th Ave. Canton, 2435 S. Haggerty Rd.  Charlotte, 7000 MacFariane Blvd.
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MORE NEWS ABOUTTHE MILLE MIGLIA

As of today, I have no sponsor for the Mille Miglia. If
there is not a change in the sponsorship I won't be going
to the race

FLORIDA VINTAGE CAR RALLY

There will be a vintage car rally on March 26"

Rally will have a cocktail party on the 25" at the Sofitel
Hotel, will depart from the Hotel on the 26" early in the
morning and will finish with another cocktail at 6.00 pm
approximately

More information will follow

MEMBERSHIP
It is time again, please send your check for $35.00 for
the 2011 year, don't forget to fill all the registration

See you next month Felipe Cos

CTCI DRIVE

Have you joined the CTCI yet?

We need to have all the members of our club enrolled in the
CTCI. Remember that we are a CTCI branch. Please fill
out the application and mail it directly.

What about driving our cars to Virginia
Convention in June, 20117

Anyone interested?

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS FOR

NOVEMBER

LACRAMIDARA ORLANIS 19th
GABRIEL BALDOMERO 20th
GABRRIEL BECERRA 25th

If your name is missing, it is because you did not give it to us.
Please send it now so we can congratulate you.

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

Our next monthly meeting will be on November 10th at my home
[4000 Monserrate St.Coral Gablesat 7.00 p.m.

Please call her for reservation 786 554-5200 Felipe Cos

Cost is $13.00 p/p/ for the dinner.
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Daisy Hernandez President
305 613-6775
hernd!20@bellsouth.com

Felix Hernandez Vice-President
305 613-6775
hernd!20@bellsouth.com

Poppy Madden Secretary
904 5B6-0000

wuzfuz7@aol.com
Felipe Cos Treasurer

786 954-5200
filo4000@aol.com

Ed Brown President
954 931-4042

doubleliz@aol.com

Connie Danluck Past-President
305 737-2183

conicol@bellsouth.com

George Bishopric Director
904-T61-1438

georgemia@mac.com

Norm Gabe Director

309 895-3453
norm@enviromentalcontrol.com
Juan Gonzalez Director

305 386-0924

jagmercury@bellsouth.net
Peter Klein Director

305 376-8578
pclein@bellsouth.net
Mike McNeal Director
904 786-84T1

tamcneall37@acl.com

Judy Saladino Director
954 922-8741

salamoney@comcast.com

Leo Saladino Director
954 436-4887
leolasharue@aol.com
Baob Toney Director
305 592-9782
jtoney49@aol.com
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SRS
George Bishopric Newsletter proofreading
4000 Monserrate St. Coral Gables, FL 33148
Phone 305 BBI-5170 Fax 305 GBI-5180 E-mail: filo4000@aol.com

www.thunderbirdclub.us

Past Presidents:

Felipe Cos 1999

This Newsletter may have some misspellings and mistakes,
but it is written with my heart. | could write it without
errors in Spanish, but only a handful of you would be

Ken Lemming 2000 able to read it.

Felix Hernandez 2001
Norm Gabe 2007

Please help me to make it even better.

Felipe Cos Founder & Editor

Andre Fournier 2003-4 George Bishopric - Proofing

Connie Danluck 2005
Ed Brown 2006-07
Connie Danluck 2008
Ed Brown 2009

Photos by Felipe Cos
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INTERNET PAGE

Have you seen our internet page? We need to update it. Does
anyone know how to do it?

If you can update it call me.

Our page is as follow: THUNDERBIRDCLUB.US

You may have your own individual email, mine is as follow:
FCOS@THUNDERBIRDCLUB.US If you want your own just send a
note to me. Please follow the previous format in doing so. It is free,
no charge. This is another advantage of your club. Any ideas for the
page?

This page doesn't cost the club a penny for yearly subscriptions, I'm
doing it through my business company web.

Please call Felipe at (305) 661-5170

THUNDERBIRD INFORMATION SUPER HIGHWAY:

Take note that we have changed our web page name, it is now
WWW.THUNDERBIRDCLUB.US to get there don't look at it with a
search engine, look at it only with www.Thunderbirdclub.us
OurClub’swebpage: __ www.thunderbirdclub.us
2005Thunderbird: __ www.fordautomobiles.com
Fordracing: www.fordacing.com
Speedvision: www.speedvision.com

CTCI's Home Page: www.ctci.org
Daytona'sTurkey run: www.carshows.org

Metroplex EarlyBirds: www.geocities.com

Arizona ClassicT-Bird Club: classic-thunderbird.org
SantaClaraValleyT-Birds: www.third.org/scvt

Sierra Nevada ClassicT-Bird: ___ www.third.org/snctb
Connecticut Area ClassicT-Bird: _ www.tbirdsofconn.com
Chicagoland Thunderbirds: www.thunderbirds.org
Potomac Classic T-bird: www.hydratech.com

OldCars www. greatoldcars.com
ClassicT-Bird Club of Chicagoland www.ctcc9.com

TRATTORIA PAMPERED CHEF
Classic Italian Cuisine
“¥ery Good™ Miavn Herarn
“A Sovip Hir™ Traver Hovipay,
Goon YVaLve Divive Guine
Catering = ®arties = Al Occasions

Grapriar Nasu

TeL.: (305) 825-8919
Ceve.: (786) 210-3539
Fax: (305) B25-8918

T347 Miasu Lakes Drive
Miasn Lakes, FL 33014

Phone (305) 891-0308
Fax (308) BS1-0371

Member
Florida & Georgia Bar

Andre R. Fournier
Attorney at Law

1747 M.E. 124th Street
Morth Miamil, Florida 33181
E-Mail: arf2i@bealiscuth.net

-

Mailing Addreas
P.O. Box 6810277
M. Miami. FL 33281

Media Blast, Walnut, Baking soda,
plastic and Powder Coating of

305-278-2111
Fax 305-278-7659

14016 S.W. 140 5T. Miami, FL 33186

acy
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NUMBERS TO KEEP

The following are contact numbers and e-mail address you need to
have on file:

AACA Ft Lauderdale region-President Ted Plush 954-491-5765

VMCCA Sun Coast Chapter. President David Bobbitt 305- 661-1340
bobbitt@comcast.net

Model A Club: Tom Zannis 305-281-9192
Car show promoter: Russ Gagliano 954-560-5412 merklvr@msn.com
AACA Miami Region President Greg Paiewonsky 305-724-7639

Car show promoter: Gerry Perez. 786 344-4228 email
gerrycarshow@bellsouth.com

Magig Mustang Club, Frank Alonso 305 775-3307, fadatec@aol.com
Muscle Stangs of Miami Luis Rodriguez 305 323-1649
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Truly great things tend to improve with age.

World Ford has been part of the
South Florida community for over 40 years...
and we’re only getting better.

1SS St i ey« KENDAL
gggNIgﬂcﬂAD > 305.238.9211

(Ford) 1I§iglce]:avr:/,(3 SFTofi?thssstor ; St
ﬁqﬁfgﬂcﬂlm Oz 305.822.3911

It’s all about the price and the huge selection...
and it always has been.
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CAR & PARTS FOR SALE

1956-57 thunderbird Petronixs electronic ignition
$60.00. Call Norm Gabe 954-850-5024

CAR SHOWS/CRUISE IN

Every Friday 7.00 to 10.00 PM Cruise at Home Depot corner of SW 8"
St & SW 28" Ave.

Second Friday, Hollywood Beach Boardwalk Cruise Night 7 to 10 PM
954779-1420

Every Friday from 4:00to 7:00 pm at 8" St. & 30" Ave in front of Home
Depot in Miami.

Every Sunday Crabby Jack's

Every Friday night a Cruise night reunion at Towers Shop in Davie (595 &
University) This is one of the biggest cruise nights in South Florida. (from
5:00 pmt010:00)

First Saturday of every month, BETSY (old Fuddruckers) from 6:00 pm
t010:00

First Saturday steak & Shake in Sawgrass Mills mall 6:00 to 9:30

Saturday of every month Steak-N-Shake, Sample Rd.and U.S.1 behind
Wal Mart.Coconut Creek. 8:00t012:00.

Second Saturday of every month the Dania Beach Cruise Night. Free
admission 6:00t010:00 for information 954 924-3626

Second Saturday Car meet at Shorty's 2401 N.W. 87" Ave Jack 305
409-2614

Second Saturday from 5:00t0 9:00 in Homestead at Krome Ave
Third Saturday Denny's Restaurant Bird Rd, between 86" & 87" Ave
Third Saturday Roadhouse Restaurant Sunset Dr. & S.W.117"" Ave

Every Saturday a car show from 6.00 to 11.00 pm at K-Mart in 49" and
14" Ave Hialeah.Only cars 20 yrs or older, No charge

First Sunday of every month: Downtown Hollywood car show, 10:00 to
3:00.Dave 954 926-3377

Every Sunday at Crabby Jacks, 7001 Federal Hwy, 2 miles North of
Yamato, Boca Raton.6:00t09:00 pm

Also night cruise at Coral Way & 97" Ave, 5:30 t0 8:00 305 553-2228

Third and fifth Saturday of the month from 3:00 to 7:30 at Wall's Ice
Creamin8075 S.W.67" Ave

Third Saturday of the month, cruise-in at Miami Springs Circle 7:00 to
10:00 P.M.

Third Saturday; at Gotrocks Restaurant, Hillsborough and Wine Rd. in
Coconut Creek from 6 to 9

Third Saturday at Dairy Queen Tamarac Square North of McNab Rd.
6:00t09:00

Third Saturday OC's Raw at 18415 S. Dixie Hwy 6:00t0 10:00

Also Miami Wings. 19145 S. Dixie Hwy. 5 to 10 Info. Gerry 305 786-
344-4228

Second Tuesday at World Ford 15551 South Dixie Hwy 7:00 to 10:00
pm Ford cars only Francisco Mederos 786 229-7361

Third Saturday at the Cove in 10730 NW 25th St Miami. Gerry 786-
344-4228

FUTURE EVENTS

DEC 11TH HOLIDAY PARTY AT DAISY'S HOME 305-
613-6775

JAN. 24TH MEET AT FELIPES HOME FOR
PREPARATION OF CAR SHOW

JAN30TH OURTROPICAL PARK CAR SHOW

FEB. 12-19, 2011 HEMMINGS MOTOR NEWS
CRUISE EASTERN CARIBBEAN

MARCH30TH VINTAGE CAR RALLY

JUNE 15-19TH 2011 CTCI REGIONAL
CONVENTION RICHMOND VIRGINIA

AUGUST 24-28TH 2011 CTCI REGIONAL
CONVENTION OMAHA NEBRASKA

Annual rates for advertising in the newsletter:

Full page $675.00
1/2 page $375.00
1/4 page $250.00

Card Size (Non members)_ $150.00
Card Size (Members) $125.00

Robinson Enterprises
1875 N. Leavim Ave,
Orange city, F1 32763

Jane Toney

V.P.
407-467-7092
386-775-7796 Fax

!gﬁiﬁiap.!

S THUNDERBIRD] ... SUPPLiiG

N NOERBIEDN  concouns-uaury

) & MUSTANG | UPHOLSTERY, PARTS

J AND ACCESSORIES
¢ PARTS | qven 40 YEARS|

Dedicated to Excellence

* GREAT PRICES!

* EXPERIENCED PARTS
SPECIALISTS!

* HUGE INVENTORY!

CALL TODAY!

(800) 854-0393
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IBETYOU THAT IF FORD SELL THIS CAR AS A 2011
MODELTHEYWILL SELLTHOUSANDS.

ITISTHE 1963 THUNDERBIRD CONCEPT CAR THAT
IS IN EXHIBITION IN THE IMPERIAL PALACE IN
LASVEGAS.

LOOK THAT THE LOWER PART OF THE CAR IS VERY
SIMILAR TO THE ONE MANUFACTURED IN 1963,
THE ROOF IS COMPLETELY DIFFERENT.

I HOPE THEY COULD SELL IT AS IT IS SHOWN IN
THE PHOTOS

1963 Ford Thunderbird "Italien" Concept Car
¥ 5 1 o .'|r..|t.|ll.1.|||d c'\ll.lj.ln.'ﬂ at |h 1%

il MNew Yok Work{'s Fair, The rr
3" and appeared in Auloramas f‘
e Ty Wk
jo, Rod®, "Car Like",

{ Ford's Cus

seryher 20T issue
For Sale
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QEIPLEUE 1985-1966 PARTS SUPPLY
Theusancs of mew anc) usee Parss
In stedk anc reacly for shipping.

U.S.A. Toll Free: (800)227-2174
INFORMATION: (925) 825-9550
FAX: (800) 964-1957

INT'L FAX: (925) 689-1771
INTERNET: www.tbirdhq.com
E-MAIL: parts@tbirdhq.com

m__ . ‘ﬂ‘ Sestracte F T
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Thors' Triumph

On Sunday 26 September Bridget (Hagood) and Frank
(Jones, correction to club roster) Took Thot, their 1957
Peacock Blue Thunderbird, to the Pompano CITI Centre
Classic Car Show in Pompano Beach. It was a great show
with a lot of fantastic rides on display. None of the entries
arrived on trailers so they were true boulevard cruisers.
The weather was hot but otherwise perfect. Great sounds
were provided by Crusin South Florida and a few
participants braved the heat to cut a rug, or pavement at
the court yard venue. Frank and Bridget met another
South Florida Thunderbird member who made sure we
were in the flock.

Russ Gagliano was the host and presided over the awards
ceremony. First award presented was the theme car award
which was garnered by Thor. During the presentation of
Best Twenty Five Cars Thor collected another trophy.

So the end of the week was capped with a great show and
meeting a lot of fellow Gear Heads. Frank and Bridget look
forward to attending the next South Florida Thunderbird
Club meeting and getting to know all of our fellow
members.

Hagerty Insurance is
proud to support the

Classic Thunderbird
Club of S. Florida

ToTAL PROTECTION

COLLECTOR CAR INSURANCE
1-800-922-4050 | WWW.HAGERTY.COM

= ILS,
AUTOMOTIVE
CLASSIC CAR RESTORATION & PARTS

ke gows eiioe comee trwed”

RO e
www il lerostocom

Concours Restorations...

" Classie, Antloue & Muscle Car
* More than 29 years experience goes inlocach
restoration belping you create the car of your

DREAMS,
*Fall & Partial Restcrations Available

Parls...

*Check ont cur website for_
Bestorations in Progress. %
“Webay & Cansign. yi

~NN's

THUNDERBIRDCENTER
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COURTESY OF AUTOMOBILE MAGAZINE

REVIEWS:

First Drive: 2001 Ford FIa0 (V-8s)

September 27,2010
By Don Sherman

When pump prices soar and the economy dives, full-sized pickup truck sales
plummet. With jobs and mortgages in jeopardy, who needs an expensive gas
guzzler's fat monthly payments? This calamity and the bankruptcy
experienced by two out of Detroit's (formerly) Big Three would normally
send truck engineers straight to early retirement. Ford, however, never got
that memo. A thorough overall for the 2011 F-150 pickups kept right on
truckin'. In the teeth of troubled times, the class leader kept its head high
and prospects bright for the post apocalypse.

So,while Chrysler and GV are barely back on their 4x4 feet and Nissan and
Toyota are still decoding their big-pickup game plan, Ford is rolling out the
most new the F-150 has ever seen in its 62-year history: 4 engines, one
transmission, significant chassis upgrades, and an instrument cluster that
bares this truck's soul. To show serious intent, the F-150s even have new
ignition keys that combine lock and remote-control functions in one
convenient unit.

We'll focus on the V-8 half of the story in this report because tradition dies
hard and most customers will gravitate towards the satisfying thump and
steady pull only eight cylinders can deliver. (See an accompanying F-150
Web Driven for V-6 engine details.)

The smart part of Ford's comprehensive F-150 powertrain upgrade is that
the Mustang shares two out of the four engines and a version of the new 6-
speed automatic transmission.

The workhorse engine which will likely power more F-150s than its three
teammates put together is a 5.0-liter V-8 that provides an astute balance of
initial cost, power, torque, and fuel efficiency. (Regrettably, Ford has not yet
divulged EPA ratings, so the most we can currently report about mileage is
'up to 20-percent better' than the retired 4.6-liter V-8 provided. Plan on
roughly 19 mpg combined.)

The 5.0 liter not only brings an illustrious past Mustang reputation to the
party, it also bristles with forward-looking technology: aluminum block and
head construction, a dual-overhead-cam valvetrain with variable intake and
exhaust valve timing, and four valves per cylinder. The forged-steel
crankshaft is well supported by the deep-skirt block, 6-bolt main-bearing
caps, and a deep-sump oil pan. The entire top of the engine, including the
tuned-length single-mode intake manifold and the cylinder head covers, is
injection-molded, nylon-reinforced plastic to save weight and cost. A water-
to-oil heat exchanger, an eight-quart lubrication capacity, and piston cooling
jets are provided for longevity. Qil change intervals are an impressive
10,000 miles in normal service.

The 5.0-liter's 10.5:1 compression ratio and its valve timing differ from the
Mustang to plump up the low end of the torque curve. Peak outputs are 380
Ib-ft of torque at 4250 rpm and a husky 360 hp at 5550 rpm.That merits a
maximum tow rating of 10,000 pounds.

Test drives near Fort Worth, Texas, demonstrated this V-8s mettle. It had no
difficulty trumping the 4.8-liter base V-8 fitted to Chevy and GMC pickups
provided for reference. Throttle response is enthusiastic and the run up to
6000 rpm is accompanied by the throaty growl that becomes hard edged but
never strident as the revs climb. While the Mustang version will revto 7500
rpm, the truck 5.0-liter is all done by 6000 rpm. Thanks to the 6-speed
multi-mode automatic, this engine is capable of powerful towing, quiet
commuting, and 20+ highway mpg.

The Big Kahuna in the F-150 lineup is a 6.2-liter V-8 intended for mega
towing assignments. The extra piston displacement moves the torque curve
over the 400 hurdle with 434 Ib-ft at 4500 rpm and the maximum tow
rating to aclass-leading 11,300 pounds.

While the 6.2 is a member in good standing of Ford's modular V-8 family,
it's the least sophisticated engine offered in the F-150.The deep-skirt block
is cast iron and the valvetrain is an SOHC configuration with intake and
exhaust timing variable but locked in synch. There are but two valves per
cylinder; twin spark plugs per hole help eliminate misfiring. Fuel economy in

the mid- to high-teens is within reach with low twenties possible on the
highway. Already in service powering the remarkable F-150 SVT Raptor,
this engine will surely be a favorite for heavy haulers and owners who never
hesitate to move any house requiring a new address. While the 6.2 doesn't
feel nearly as eager as the 5.0, it does show mid-range strength and a stirring
howl on the way to its 5500 rpm power peak where it delivers a class-leading
411 horsepowetr.

The unsung hero behind these engines is a new 6-speed electronically
controlled automatic transmission fitted to each and every 2011 F-150.
(Qur sincere condolences to stick shift fans.) Labeled 6R80, this box offers
a 6.0:1 ratio spread between first and sixth, two overdrive ratios, and four
distinct operating modes: regular automatic operation, a tow-haul program,
driver-controlled manual shifting, or what Ford calls Progressive Range
Select. An M slot in the shift gate offers command over upshifts with each
gear held until a +/- switch on the lever is tapped. Toggling that switch with
the lever in D allows blocking out upper gear ratios to avoid unwanted
automatic shifts while towing heavy loads on aggressive grades. When this
choice is activated, the current gear and available gears are displayed at the
right side of an LCD window built into the central instrument cluster. Shifts
are well orchestrated and free of shock and vibration.

While other brands offer comparable automatics, the F-150 is the only full-
sized pickup with six speeds standard. Two tactical errors: only a few of the
F-150 tachometers are marked with a redline and trucks equipped with
column shifts have the all-important +/- switch hidden behind the steering
wheel rim.

Damper calibrations new for 2011 accommodate changes in powertrain
mass. While all-around ride quality is good, the F-150s still don't top Ram
pickups equipped with well located coil-sprung rear axles. Also, there's some
quiver in the Fords' chassis over severely racked pavement. Brake
calibrations have been adjusted to key response more to pedal pressure
versus pedal travel.

One of the nicest upgrades this year is the addition of a 4.2-inch LCD screen
positioned between the speedometer and the tachometer. While a similar
display in the Ram may have prompted this move, Ford used the opportunity
to do an excellent job of providing more information than most drivers will
ever need. A square switch on the steering wheel is programmed to
intuitively cruise through six menus. In gauge mode, the permanent
transmission temperature dial is supplemented by a digital readout in
degrees F. The trip computer provides time, mileage, and fuel consumption
information for two distinct journeys. The fuel economy choice gives you
detailed histories of consumption and instantaneous mpg info. The settings
option allows you to disable such irritating features as automatic door
locking. In information, you can read the oil life remaining, various warning
messages, and the number of hours the engine has been running. The truck
applications menu provides watch over differential and transfer case
settings, roll and pitch angles, and electric trailer brake programming. The
only down side is that the alphanumeric display for time, compass heading,
and outside temperature located at the top of the center-dash stack now
cries out for an upgrade.

A slew of new engines and supporting improvements are just what Ford
needs to flush reluctant full-sized pickup truck owners out of hiding. While
the competition dithers, the F-150 offers the tantalizing prospect of gains in
both performance and fuel economy. That combo is sure to stretch Ford's
lead over arch-rival Chevy and increase the F-150's market share, now at
39-percent and rising. So saddle up truck fans and hitch your hauler to the
US economy. We need to yank business out of the ditch and back into the
productivity lane.
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T-bird never intended to be hi-perf car

I found the article on 1957 Thunder-
birds in the Aug. 5, 2010 issue of Ofd
Cars Weekly to be very interesting. [ own
two Birds, a 1957 that I purchased as a
Christmas present for my wife in 1973
and a 56 | obtamed from the original
owner in 1985,

The *57 i3 a very nice Autumn Gold
{vellow) with a black interior, equipped
with everything except air conditioning.
I paid the princely sum of 3,100 for the
car when I purchased it in November
1973, The car is in basically unrestored,
well-maintained condition.

My 1956 is a non-porthole top car
that was purchased new for the original
owner, a family friend, as a present for
her 21st birthday. '

The *56 is not an original car. The
original owner was an attractive blond
who was an aspiring model/dancer in
her youth (men followed her around like
dogs in heat). One of the many husbands
she had was a fellow named Paul Schicf-
fer, who was very well known in the
performance-car industry until his death
in the late 1960s. Paul could not leave
things alone, so he had the 'Bird re-pow-
ered with a special 68 Ford 302 and a C-
4 transmission. He then added a Paxton
blower and painted the car burgundy.

Paul raced the car on the drag strips
of Scuthern California and while doing
50, he turned a deaf ear to his wife’s pleas
to get her “tennis car” back. As Paul’s
health started to fail, he had the Paxton
blower removed, detuned the engine, had
the car painted Colonial White and gave
it back to his wife. | purchased the car
when it became a problem for Patty 1o
use the car as daily transportation,

Some of the comments | found w0
be interesting in the article(s) about the
T-birds was the mention of high perfor-
mance in regards to Thunderbirds. T
birds were generally never intended to be
high-performance cars; 1 don’t believe
that Ford ever set out to compete with
the Corvettes or any other sports car of
the period. The T-bird was designed to be
a Jpersonal luxury car™ from the begin-
ning. Sports/performance cars generally
do not have power windows/seats, auto-
matic transmissions, efc.

Many years ago, | became acquaint-
ed with Alex Tremulis. Alex started his
design career with Auburn-Cord-Due-
senberg in 1933 at the tender age of 19

e

years old. One of Alex’s ideas was the
placement of the external exhaust pipes
on supercharged ACD cars. For this, he
became known as “The Plumber” within
the auto design world. Alex worked for
many automobile manufacturers: Aus-
tin/Bantam, General Motors, Chrysler,
Tucker and Ford Motor Co., to name just
a few. Alex died in 1991 after living in
Ventura, Calif., for many years.

From time to time, Alex would at-
tend the meetings held by the Early Ford
V-8 and/or Thunderbird clubs near Ven-
tura. On several occasions, he would talk
about his involvement with the redesign
of the T-Birds while he was with Ford’s
design department. Alex told us many
times that, prior to the '55 T-Bird being
released for general production and sale,
the engineering department found that
the car had a very serious design flaw.
Al what he described  as “curb weight,”
the car had 1,300 1bs. on the rear wheels,
but in cxcess of 105 mph, the rear
weight changed to 1,500 [bs. of lift. Alex
claimed that a couple of cars flipped end-
over-end during testing while another car
flipped at a Dayiona speed trial.

Engineering wanted to delay the sale
of cars until the problem could be recti-
fied. The “front office” sent down a di-
rective to release the cars for sale as the
weight distribution problem would be
dealt with during production. The sales
people at Ford announced late in the pro-
duction of the "55% that, due 1o public
concern about a lack of storage in the
trunk, the spare tire was being relocated
to an external “continental” mounting.
According to Alex, the whole purpose of
the spare was to counter-balance the car
and provide more weight on the rear.

Alex and his team of designers re-
designed the T-birds, which resulted in
the longer trunk and the redesign of the
“fins”” (Alex would actually come un-
glued when the “fins” were referred to as
such.) The redesign was really one of the
first uses of an “air dam;” the design kept
air on the trunk and, along with the slight
“bustle” {outwardinward curvature of
the trunk), actually increased downward
pressure on the rear wheels.

According to Alex, Ford had no in-
tention of stopping the production of the
small "Birds. The car was very profit-
able; however, Ford had received many
requests for the same car only with a
rear seat. The "58 two-seater was born

and promptly outsold all of the previous
three years of sales. The writing was on
the wall, and production of the 1957."58
“small "Birds" was stopped in late *57,

Through the years, | have found that
the vast majority of the “Tri-five” T-birds
were purchased by or for women, Gen-
erally speaking, I think men found them
to be very difficult to enter and uncom-
fortable once you did get in the car. My
mother-in-law purchased a new pink *57
T-bird, which I drove on many oceasions.
I very quickly found that the best way to
access a small T-bird was to “think like a
woman,” i.e., sit down on the seat while
keeping your knees together like vou are
wearing a mini-skirt, then pivot around
onto the seat while slightly bending your
legs at the knees,

We purchased the car in 1964 when
my mother-in-law  purchased a new
Buick Rivera (she wanted a back seat
for her grand kids to ride in). Within a
few short months, we found the car to be
very poor for hauling groceries and kids,
50 we sold the "Bird. The man [ sold the
car to in Santa Barbara still has it.

William Steed, Ventura, Caif.

Stop the music at car shows

| agree with Mike Nicolellas letter
about music at car shows, | am 46 years
old and always found the music played at
car shows annoying to various degrees.

There is nothing worse, though, than
loud "50s music and a DJ attempting to
entertain the crowd. 1 would rather look
in silence and have the opportunity to
actually converse with someone with-
out the distraction of background music.
My wife and son both echo my feelings
to the point that they have quit going to
local cars shows, and [ anend far fewer
than 1 did in my younger years.

Before saying it's an age issue, my
dad, who was a teen in mid to late 1950s,
also disliked the music so much that he
quit attending shows scveral years be-
fore his death. Perhaps it's not so much
the musical content, but the volume
and the accompaniment of obnoxious
DJ%s that is the problem. Maybe its a
combination. Younger people definitely
don’t like the content and older people
definitely don't like the volume. Either
way, [ believe shows would make for a
much more enjoyable experience with-
out background music or a DJ.

Joe Parton, Carrier Mills, I,
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COURTESY OF CARS & PARTS

Ford's most fabulous T-Bird

[ B

N

b

others point to its exhilarating performance; and still

others are enchanted with its extraordinary collectibili-
ty. But they all agree on one thing: The supercharged 1957 F
‘Bird is one of the most memorable models produced in Ford's
illustrious 94-year history. It's also the most valuable, except for
a few selected Shelby Mustang models and even fewer purebred
race cars.

It was the final year for Ford's first-generation Thunderbird,
the two-seater personal sporty car that wok the industry by
storm in 1955 when it answered the challenge of the Corvelte
fielded by arch-rival Chevrolet two years earlier. But the
Thunderbird offered much more than the Corveite, including a
10 CARS & PARTS

Mml}’ consider it the best looking Thunderhird of all-time:

Photos by the author

1. The last year of the two-
seater Thunderbird was, by
most accounts, its most
stylish, and its holtest in
terms of performance. The
‘57 T-Bird adopted a mildly
refined front end design.
The ‘Bird's grifle was still of

the checkerboard variety, bt
its bumper was all new and the
parking lamps were reflocatecd.
2. Bright trim work accents the
loww-rising hood scoop, The
hood scoop was needed 5o the
hood would clear the air
clearner,

healthy list of power accessories, a boulevard ride, comfort and
convenience options galore, and a [ull palette of nilty fifties col-
ors, including fashionable turquoise, red, bright blue, and even
pink. With all this going for it, plus handsome sports car looks,
the 1957 Thunderbird sold quite well, with its 21,380 sales set-
ting a model-year record for the three-year-old sporister.

The frst-year '55 T-Bird had also sold well, racking up
16,155 units, and the 56 model was almost as strong, produe-
ing 15,631 sales. But the final-year '57 edition topped them
both, and measurably, but it should be noted that the "57 mode|
year was longer than most, as the all-new four-seater "58 vop.
sion ook a little longer to get ready than anticipated.

The new larger T-RBird, while disappointing the purists who
preferred the sportier two-place version, was smashing sue-
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3. Close-up shows the
MoCulloch
supercharger thal
boosts horsepower Lo
00D el 4,800 rpm. Tt
worked in tandem
with o single Holley
Jour-barrel
carburetor, a special
wnit,

4, Skirts, called “rear
Sender shields” by

Ford, were a nice
complement to the
body’s basic
scilpture,

5. Thunderbird script
dresses up the front
SJenders. In its final
year as a o-seater,
the Thunderbird’s
production hit
21,380, by far its

hest for the
three-year run.

6. From the rear, the
restyled 57
Thunderbird grew
sharply canted fins,
which made it
identifiable al great
distances. The fins
were guite large for
such a small car.
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cess, more than justifying the switch to
the four-seater design. Sales rose to
37,892 in the shortened '58 model year,
nearly double the 57 model's outlput,
and in the full-length ‘59 season,
Thunderbird sales soared even higher,
all the way to 67,456. Then, in 1960, the
last year of the so-called “square Bird,”
production peaked at 92,843, clearly jus-
tifying the decision to convert the
Thunderbird from a two-seater sporty
car to a larger four-place bhoulevard
cruiser with even more comfort and con-
venience features, and an even longer
list of options.

But it's the original concept that still
exciles the senses more than any other.
Some later model Thunderbirds may
even be worth more on today's collector
market, but the two-seaters are the ones
to covel for those who appreciate sporty
siyling, performance, and a smaller,
more nimble package. Besides, Ford
deserved the accolades, and all the praof-
it it could muster, just for being bold and
innovative enough to field a two-place
automobile with limited market applica-
tion, and doing il successfully. Overall,
first-generation Thunderbird production
amounted to 53,166 for all three model
years. It took the Corvetle nine years to

match that performance.

The Thunderbird was conceived exclu-
sively as a two-seater, inspired by Ford
Division's top exec, Lewis D. Crusoe.
Shortly after taking control of the com-

any bearing his name, Henry Ford [I
wegan reorganizing and redirecting the
troubled concern, which his grandfather
had allowed to drift into disarray.
Assuming the reins on Sept. 21, 1945,
“Hank the deuce”™ brought in a whole
new cast of characters and sprinkled
them throughout the company, an infu-
sion of badly needed fresh blood. Lewis
D. Crusoe, a [ast-rising executive stolen
from General Motors, was named gener-
al manager of the Ford Division in 1949,
He'd launched his automotive career in
1913 as a shop clerk for Fisher Body,

Crusce enjoyed altending new car
shows and keeping a finger on the pulse
of the fast-changing new car markel.
Trends in automotive design and concepl
intrigued him, and he found himsell fas-
cinated by the wave of two-seater design
executions modeled at the Paris Auto
Salons of the early "50s, both in produc-
tion and prototype form. Such a car
would do much to improve the public
image of Ford, he reasoned, while offer-
ing a truly different coneept in motoring

7. The removable hardtop had a pair of
port-hole windows, one to each side. It
did little for visibility, but it certainly
was appreciated from a styling
standpoint,

8. Dual exhaust was featured, with
pipes exiting through the bumper ends,
one per side. The fins were quite
dramatic, even for 1957, the height of
the fin fad.

9. Doors were elegantly trimmed and
Seatured a rather stylish armrest, At the
lower front of the panel is the power
window control, with one button for
each side window.

lashions Lo a car-happy nation that was
caplivated by the latesi in innovation.
And there was also the business side of
things ... he wanted desperately Lo unseat
number one Chevrolet, and an exciting
two-seater open car would generate con-
siderable publicity, draw attention to the
regular Ford line, and deliver a number
ol conquest sales [rom non-Ford owners
who couldn't find such a model in their
favorite make's lineup. He was right on
all counts!

Ford personnel closely studied and
evaluated a number of foreign two-
seaters, identifying the good and bad in
each model, especially how various fea-
tures appealed o the American market.
Meanwhile, General Motors, Crusoe’s old
employer and now number one competi-
tor, was rumored to be working on a two-
place sports car with a fiberglass body.
Other competitive efforts underway, at
least at the conceptual or drawing board
stage, included Hudson's Italia, Kaiser's
Darrin and Nash's Healey, all two-seater
sports cars. The time for Ford was [ast
approaching, especially once GM intro-
duced its Corvette in mid-"53.

Early renderings by (it‘.nrige W. Walker,
an independent stylist who had been

S rrziracdertriicd
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1957 Ford Thunderbird Paint Colors

Coral Sand Z

Flame Red V Gunmetal Gray NH Starmist Blue F Colonial White E
Willow Green ) Dusk Rose X Azure Blue (midyear] L Torch Red [midyear] R

Raven Black A

Sun Gold (midyear] G

instrumental in the execution of the all-
new 1949 Ford, were reviewed closely.
But Crusoe wanted a design that bore a
close family resemblance to the full-size
Ford. In fact, he wanted to use many
body components from the regular mod-
els, and drivetrains that were standard-
size Ford from the engine on back.
Another designer, Damon Woods, who
had his own shop, also contributed to the
T-Bird's development, as did Bob
Maguire, head of the Ford design team.
But it was George Walker who would be
credited with the bulk of the design work
on the Thunderbird. He would become a
permanent member of the Ford execu-
tive family in May of 1955, when he was
appointed vice president of design for the
Dearborn-based corporation.

The cleanly and crisply styled
Thunderbird was a dream car come
true. Even some design iricks necessitat-
ed by basic engineering specs proved
aesthetically rewarding. For instance,
the V-8 mill was a bit bulky for the com-
pact engine bay, so a hood scoop was
needed to provide ample clearance. The
scoop also proved a popular design fea-
ture with customers. Form does, indeed,
follow function.

Since it adopted many design features
and components off the regular Ford
parts shelf, the Thunderbird was not
nearly as expensive to develop as other
similar madels. Alding in this regard was
the product planning team created by
Crusoe shortly after he joined Ford. The
new team expedited the entire product
development process, from the initial
design to the clay models to the finished
product.

The Thunderbird generated more
excitement within the hallowed halls of
Ford’s executive offices than any car
developed by Ford before or since,
according to some accounts. Executives

o= " o0y

were frequently stealing peeks at the
new model, and even Henry Ford Il and
his two brothers, Benson and William,
were regular visitors to the development
labs and styling studios. Nothing like a
two-passenger sporty car to quicken the
heartbeat and get the blood flowing!

The new Thunderbird was an uneual-
ified success. Given the limited market
appeal of a two-seater sporty car, ils
impact was sudden and dramatic. By its
third season, it had garnered a reputa-
tion unequalled by anything else on the
market, forei or domestic. America
was in love with its little T-Bird. This love
alfair would be chronicled in newspapers
and magazines, magnified on the silver
screen and TV tube, and immortalized in
song. Who could dislike the little
Thunderbird with its provocative styling
and sporty nature? Other than the com-
petition, that is!

In its final year as a two-seater, the
Thunderbird had its greatest hour as an
automobile. The initial design was
refined immensely, assuming propor-
tions and details akin to the full-sized
Fairlane of 1957, [rom iis massive
bumpers and hooded front fenders to its
canted rear fender fins and large oval
taillights. It was, as Crusoe had insisted
from the beginning, recognizable as a
Ford product at a distance. The resem-
blance to the full-sized Ford was remark-
able, especially given the vast differences
in size and specs for the two models.

The '57 Thunderbird was also bigger
and heavier than the earlier versions,
discounting the continental kit plastered
onto the "56 model. Tt w [rom 3,038
Fnunds to 3.145 pounds from 1956 lo
57, and was an inch and a hall wider. In
length, it grew to 181.4 inches over the
175.3-inch overall length of the 55 edi-
tion (the '56 model, with its continental
spare lre kit tacked onto the rear end,

measured 185.2 inches). Switching from
15-inch wheels and tires to 14-inchers,
lowered the heast a bit. So it was, truly,
in keeping with the spirit of the times ...
“longer, lower and wider.”

Ford's engine lineup for its 1957
Thunderbird started with the four-bar-
rel, 212-hp 292-cid V-8, but it was avail-
able only with a manual three-speed
with floorshift. If the optional Ford-0-
Matic transmission was ordered, or the
manual with overdrive, the buyer auto-
matically moved up to the 312-cid V-8
rated at 245 hp with a single four-barrel
carb. Then came two versions of a dual-
quad 312 Thunderbird Special V-8 that
offered 270 hp in standard trim or 285
hp in racing trim. But, there was still one
final step up the performance ladder for
T-Bird buyers in 1957, and it answered
the question, when is one carburetor bet-
ter than two?

When it's supercharged, of course!

Holley had acquired rights to Lucas
fuel injection by 1957, and some Ford
observers expected the really hot iron
from Ford that year to sport [uel injec-
tion, countering the promotional efforts
of Ford's top rival, Chevrolet. Chevy's
new Rochester fuel injection system and
its fabled one horsepower per cubic inch
of displacement were drawing a lot of
altention. Ford elected, however, to go
with supercharging. By strapping a
MeCulloch supercharger on ils 312 V-8
with single four-barrel carb, the horse-
power scooted to 300 at 4,800 rpm.

The supercharged "F" Bird — so
named because the engine code F was
used on all supercharged °57
Thunderbird engines — is about the
rarest "Bird of all, as only some 215 were
made, including 15 for NASCAR homolo-
gation. (The famous “E" Bird is the dual-
quad m}%nﬂ rated at 270 or 285 hp.)

The Thunderbird was just the right

S azzrecdertrtaced
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kind of car for the enthusiasts who
worked for auto journals of the day. Ken
Fermoyle, writing in Motor Life, decresd:
“The T-Bird is no sports car, and Ford
has never made that claim. In general,
the Thunderbird still falls somewhere
between a true sports car and a standard
passenger car.”

Naoting that the body, sans continental
kit, was some five inches longer than in
1956, Farmoyle said the new specs gave
the car a lower look. He also approved of
the new siyling, which the T-Bird shared
with the regular Ford. And as far as that
continental kit went, he applauded the
relocation of the spare wheel and tire
inside ... “Dearborn had heard plenty
about that continental mount!”

Fermoyle's main criticisms ol the new
‘Bird were its steering, which he
described as “very slow,” and its perfor-
manee, which he said was disappointing.
The latter, which resulted from a O-to-60
mph time of 11.5 seconds, was achieved
with a single four-barrel 312 V-8 and
automatic. Basically, though, the
Thunderbird lived up Lo its billing.

That same assessment came [(rom the
noted journalist Karl Ludvigsen. In his
review, published in Sports Cors
Hiustrated, Ludvigsen said that Ford's
“personal car” was improved measuor-
ably for 1957, Among the refinements,
he noted. were a larger trunk with
inside-mounted spare, revised attach-
ments for the removable hardtop, larger
brakes, new convertible top mechanism
that made operation easier, more com-
fortable seats, relocation of the fuel filler
neck from the back io the right side, larg-
ar capacity gas tank (up from 17 to 20
gallons), new rear axle with straddle-
mounted pinion, and shocks with new
valving for a better ride. He also liked the
presence of the five-grand tach, bul dis-
liked its awkward location.

He didn’t like the car’s overall han-
dling, including the steering, which virtu-
ally requires power assist yel is still a
compromise with more than four turns of

e

10. The parthole is
Even more
attractive from the
interiar.

11. Flanking the
140-mph
speedometer are a
Juel gavge and

5, 600-rpim
tachometer to the
feft, and a
temperatiore gonge
and clock on the
right. Turn signal
indicators were af
the top of the
instrument housing.,
while at the bottom
were the F% /i
warning lights for
oil pressure (left)
and generator,

12, Given (o his
fummis!ﬁt!."ier. Mel
Blanc, by Warner
Bros. in 1989, the
turguoise and white
58 Fdsel Citation
Loo-door hardiop is
a “keeper” for Noel,
The car recently
had its red. orange
and yellow “flames”
removed from the
Sront fenders.
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Also distinguishing this particular
Thunderbird is its celebrity owner, Noel
Blanc. the voice of numerons Warner
Bros, cartoon characters.

the wheel from lock to lock. Also, once
the “car is lost, the only way oul is an
pjection seat.” Ludvigsen did, however,
like the newly arriving “Corvette Chaser™
engines, the pair of dual-quad power-
plants. And, he said, it was probable that
Ford would hit its target of 20,000 sales
for the '57 T-Bird, which the manufac-
wirer did, and with room to spare.

In one of its “expert tests,” Speed Age
had race car driver Bob Veith, who a
year earlier had finished seventh in the
Indy 500 and received rookie of the year
honors, test a "57 Thunderbird against a
‘57 Corvette and Studebaker Golden
Hawk. He basically liked all three cars.

In the Thunderbird, Veith liked the
increase in Iug%uge space, the availabili-
iy of two auxiliary hardtops (one with
portholes and one without), the padded
dash, good forward vision, comfortable
seat, excellent handling, quick and posi-
live power steering, decent aceeleration,
cte. He disliked the huge, passenger-car
style bumpers, the lack of oil pressure
and ammeter gauges, limited legroom,
difficult seat adjustment, the need for an
adjustable steering column, excessive
hrake fade, etc,

Essentially, Veith gave the T-Bird
more than a passing grade. “Its soft and
comfortable ride, plus its sports-car han-
dling and good looks, are qualities that
appeal to any red-blooded motorist. And,
the power is always there when you need
it.”

The pundits weren't the only ones who
liked the Thunderbird. The public
adored it. One life-long admirer is Noel
Blane, the Hollywood celebrity who is the
voice of such cartoon heroes as Dally
Duck, Porky Pig, Elmer Fudd, Road
Hunner, Sylvester, and the irrepressible
Bugs Bunny. Noel Blanc, who was pro-
filed in the May "97 issue of Cars & Parts,
has owned a number of 1955-57
Thunderbirds over the years, but the fea-
tured example is the only supercharged
‘Bird he's aver owned,

The car is beautifully restored and,
aside from latter model wire wheels,
essentially stock. It has the porthole
hardtop and loads of equipment, includ-
ing power steering, power brakes, power
windows, T&C radio, etc. The most
impressive feature, though, is that 300-
hp supercharged engine. And this one
runs with authority!

When new, the [eatured Thunderbird
retailed for about $4.401, which was a
super chunk of change back in 1957, For
that same money, one could have pur-
chased a new Ford Sunliner convertible
and had enough left over to buy a Ford
Custom sedan as a grocery getter for the
wile. So the average new Thunderbird
owner was not only an enthusiast, but an
allluent one.

. He sill is, because the 40-year-old
lhunderbirds are premium collectibles
Loday, espectally the E and F models. The

SPECIFICATIONS
1957 THUNDEREIRD

GENERAL DATA
Body style: 2-dr. convertible

Passenger 1‘.1?&:12’: 2
Base price: 53,40

Induction system: 1 Holley
bl. carb with
MeCulloch supercharger
Ignition system: 12 volt
Fuel: Premium leadeod

Type: 4-wheel, hydraulic,
drum

Effective swapt ared:
176 sg. in.

Price as equipped: 54,401

5212; power sleﬁr].ng.
S69; power brakes, 538
whitewalls, $34; power
windows, 570; auxiliary

hardtop, n'e; Town & H?:lu?-'g 49
Country radio, $100; 2nd - 1.59
heater/defroster, $85; ard - 1.00

rear fender shields, 545;
non-stock wire wheels,

BASIC SPECIFICATIONS Rutio: 3.89

Whael 102

ENGINE
Type: OHV V-8
Displacement: 312 cu. in.
HP @ HPM: 300 & 4,800
Torgue @ BPM: 336 Ihs.-Al.
@ 3,400

Compression ratio: 8:1
Bore x stroke: 3.8 x 3.4"

STEERING

manual
Ratio: 23:1

BRAKES

Cptions: 300-hp G T Size: 7.50 x 14 blackwall
supercharged engine, Valve ml':n!'l ration: Type: Bias 4-ply
S3440; Ford-0-Matic, Overhea CAPACITIES

Main bearings: 5

THANSMISSION
Type: 3-gpd. manual

Reverse - 3.15

e DIFFERENTIAL
Type: Semi-Moating hypoid

Length: 181.4" SUSPENSION LBS/CID: 10.0
Wi i ?2_8“ FI’{.II'I.'L: Iudupem:ignt ;ﬁ-qrms PERFORMANCE*
Helght: 51.87 wisofl top; wicoil springs. ball joints, 4 colaration:

51.6" whardtop shock absorbers A A0 3.9 seo
Weight: 3,145 Ibs. Rear: 5-leal springs, shock T R e 7.4 sec
Fronbrear tread: 56° ahsorbers Tl 10.4-11.6 sec.
Ground clearance: 5.3° FRAME Standing 1/4 mile:**

Type: Box section side rails
with X-member

Typie: Worm and roller,

Turning circle: 36
Turns, lock to lock: 3.5

Cooling svstem: 20 qis.
Eﬂasulin‘ i c;agk: 20 gals,
ingine oil: 5 gis.
Trumn'rjﬂsinn?mnnuu]
3-spd., 3 pts.; manual
J-spd, wioverdrive, 4.5
pls; automaltic, 10,25 qis.
Rear axle: 4.5 pts.
CALCULATED DATA
HPACID: .96
LBSMP: 10.5

117 mph @ 13.10 sec.
*Source: Motor Trend,
January 1957 test of a

non-supercharged 57
Thunderhird w/245-hp
31 2-cid V-8

**Recorded dragstrip times
for a supercharged "57
Thunderhird.

supercharged F "Birds are, of course, the
most exotic of the flock.

Noel Blanc's collection, which includes
several Ferraris, a '57 [uel-injected
Corvette, and a "58 Edsel hardtop, also is
home to a few customs, including a pair
ul"tlluﬁd sled "49 Mercs and a "37 Ford hot
rod.

The 1957 Thunderbird not only pro-
vided excitement for car guys like Noel
Blanc, who drove them when new, but
also helped put Ford over the wop for the
first time in many years. That was the
year Ford overtook Chevrolet for the
number one spot in passenger car pro-
duction, with model year output of

1,674,343, zooming past Chevrolet's
1,552,747 count by more than 120,000
units. It was a red letter year for Ford,
and an appropriate climax lo the career
of the two-seater Thunderbird.

The T-Bird would live on, and achieve
even greater commercial success, but it
would be the legendary 1955-57 models
that would find a soft spot in the hearts of
car collectors the world over,

As Noel Blanc's favorite canary, Tweety
Bird, might say, “Unfair! I thought | saw a
puddy tat, and he was driving a super-
charged '57 T-Bird.” Sylvester should be
50 lucky ... and so guick!
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10% DISCOUNT DURING MAY FOR THUNDERBIRD MEMBERS
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Feace ef Mind
Proud to Suppert the Classic Fhunderbind Club of South Fovida

J.C. Taylor

Antique Automobile Insurance Agency

1-888-ANTIQUE (1-888-268-4783)
www.jctaylor.com

CTesSF 2005

o Ront Y R FREE ESTIMATES

the First Time [
Cll'ld Guu rad n'l'ee | -. ' . g Two locations to serve you better:

Original Lecation

i'|' fO r |.| FE! ' ' 3051 SW 38th Court

Miami, FL 33146
P h | f 305-448-4100

Mew West Kendall Location
12539 SW 128th Street
Miami, FL 33186

ALL WORK RESTORED -3 I305|2515133”
TO SHOWROOM
CONDITION!

Brany Binker

Frem
TETA O Body & Paint Work
To Complete from People

Collision You Know and Trust
Repair
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REAR LEAF SPRINGS g
m Maw reproduciion leal springs G \<
m are the “Original Style” keal !.g,

\ spnng. _Banded - as onginal,
“'T’ ,{- m..' with gupped & roundad laaf WINDSHIELD WIPER ARM
ends & steel frond bushing CHROME BEZELS - PAIR

You cannot buy a better set

j of leaf springs anywharel 17544M15-R 5557 RHAELH . 22495

With Frent  g60.5 S5/ST o 38000 TOP WEATHERSTRIP KITS
el M-~ - We have been tokd that all of our hardiop

-
l & soft top weatherstrips are
1 “Th Avai !
FRONT DISC BRAKE KIT \ : i
(Give your T.Bir e oo ,‘t & e earry Bolh types of hardion weanerstigs!

ceserves! Evarything you see = i -.- " HARDTOP KITS
included in the ki, from iobods & calipeds 3
o bearings & seals, its' all therm UPPER & LOWER BALL JOINT KIT| | 51500-AK SS%Eary 56, T Pe Kit. 38489
With easy to follow instructions. you'll Upper & lower ball joind with onginal
be back on the road with & supenar slyle washers & seals! SOFT TOP KIT
braking system in no time 4 .

ki \-—-/_ IE1-K 55T, Now 194 95 §1502-CK 10 Pc Ka 4 85

2000-DBK 5557 sos0a| LA

it E—"l’iqn 1) .

f ~
~o(/ | oursioe
... S | i o
,/ W have a high quality
'" ) reproduction of both types!

1T698-AR 55, Screws altach
REAR SPRING MAJOR from top & bottam 3965
QIL FILTER ADAPTER KIT OVERHALUL KIT 17696-BR :‘g:’; E::::h:'f:: S
Canved your "can typa” fiter to a 4 ¢ g

~silicnt” By TR Rir INCEUpes: k- )
CHROME

- Hear shackle kin

BACKUP LAMP HOUSING caB2K 557 20,05 - Front bushing bott & mut |
15515-AR 55 Swamped stesl 2T.35 7 - Fronl bushing
15515-BR 5857, Do mEE‘ 3 - Spring mountiag retainer RADIATORS
with refl 3805 - Sprisg manntieg Insulstor We have 38 4
o or 16 - Anli-sguenks row cone radiatons

" avallable for your
= Center boll & nut Thindadtio

-

=

AR NLWAN
el s

-

5550-AKR 55 kit 139.85
RUBBER TRUNK MAT 5550-BKR 56/57 kit 124.95
Qur 1856 rubber trunk mat can be modified for HEAVT-DUTY - 4 ROW, ST0, CORE WITH
usa in & 1855 Thunderbad! 142" TLaes on 816 CaNTER
Hinh EFfciney - 4 Aow, Hick EFRCIENCY
CORE WiTH 1/27 TURES on 38" cENTER
=OEnins - 4 Row, Maxsm EFFICENCY
CORE WITH 1/2° TuBES oN 516" CENTER

45455-REE 56, With hanging curtain . . 109,95

|._Si-'IEET METAL - i ; i y B005-5TD S55/57, 3 row core 345.00

W have a Full BS-HD 5557, Heawy Duty., 368,00
Salachion af afeal

—na Tea BOOS-HE 5557, High Eficiency 44375
metal available! . | ! T 8005-OPT 55/57, "Optima’ . .. 525.00
: BODS-ALUM 55457, Light weight &
Bupenor cooling

COWL MOUNT ANTENNA

- T e ; We have a high quality reproduction
,‘ : " antenna for your 1955-57 T-Bird!
Give us & call with e # L This cod mound anfenna has the

/ /! r|1-r As Original
your all your sheet . T :
maetal noeds and Quar kit includes anfemnd with plasiic

war willl be happy . %’ base & nubber pod
: e
1o help youl nime

18813-AR 55057 kit 5895 INSIDE REAR VIEW MIRROR

Ll L% o’

1TI00-R 5557, Mamor & slemonly  28.95

v 1955-1957 THUNDERBIRD ¥ 1948-1972 ForD TRUCK TR ST, i et 14
v 1958-1966 THUNDERBIRD / 1960-1972 GALAXIE {:IK hi’l]iﬁﬂi@

/ 1949-1950 'BiG ForD’ CAR / 1962-1972 F.um.m: @

v 1949-1956 MERCURY CAR / 1968-1971 ToRINO

; @fz % ACCESSORIES

3655Axnaman Drive, Carson Ciry Nevapa 897086
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B

LINCOLN

@

MERCURY

Metro Ford
Lincoln-Mercu

Last year, we added the full Lincoln and
Mercury lines to our product offerings.

Here's what's new for 2010:

All-new 2010 Lincoln MKT All-new 2010 Ford Iransit Connect
- - All-new 2010 Ford Fusion Hybrid ===

-

All-new 2010 Mercury Milan Hybrid

Shop hundreds of new Fords, Lincolns and Mercurys as well
as a huge selection of top-quality pre-owned vehicles at one location.

We have the all new 2010 Ford Taurus in stock and ready to go. The all new 2010 Ford
Transit Connect is geared up for delivery. Take the concept of a luxury crossover vehicle to
new heights in the all-new 2010 Lincoln MKT. And of course the 2010 Ford Fusion Hybrid
and Mercury Milan Hybrid are here and set to save you hundreds of dollars a year in fuel
costs with their best-in class EPA fuel economy ratings.

MetroFordLM.com
/

LINCOLN
Mercury @

= -...‘ Recipipal Of Ford's
RESIDENTEY  Most Preshigioos
gy W ALY Al Award Fov Customer
SO Salistaction




